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Intro

This  presentation will deta il the current conditions  as  of J uly 2018 of the 
twenty-nine s culpture pieces  on display in Los  Altos , whether owned by the City 
or on loan from the artis t.

Exis tence of plaques , vis ibility and conformity of plaques , and required 
maintenance of pieces  are the focus .



1. Alegria  /  Magic Garden

Plaque: 

- Dark font with no rais ed text, s o very 
hard to differentiate from 
background.

- Good, open location but uns heltered, 
s o s un and droppings  obs cured it.

- Plaque reads  "Magic Garden" while 
webs ite reads  "Alegria".

Maintenance:

- Plaque is  obs cured by bird 
droppings ; des pite recent gras s  
cutting, plaque is  encrus ted and 
cannot be read.

- Some pieces  of the work need 
cleaning.



Photos of Alegria /  Magic Garden



2. Arches

Plaque:

- There is  no plaque.  Artis t's  las t 
name is  etched at the bas e, though 
not very eas y to s ee.

Maintenance:

- Very dirty at the bottom of s culpture.
- Sides  of the bas e look s quas hed, as  

if people have been climbing it.



Photos of Arches



3. Archimedes Goose

Plaque:

- There is  no plaque for this  piece.
- Unclear where would be bes t 

location; piece is  dis played where 
there is  a  s itting area, but no 
cros s walks ?

Maintenance:

- Generally dirty.
- Some rus ting.
- Cleared bas e patch is  full of weeds .



Photos of Archimedes Goose



4. Australian Cattle Dog

Plaque:

- There is  no plaque for this  piece.
- Looks  as  if it might have been there 

and removed?

Maintenance:

- Very clean.
- Some s mall rus ting under the dog on 

the bas e.
- Some s mall dis colourations .



Photos of Australian Cattle Dog



5. Bird

Plaque:

- Rais ed font.
- Very cons is tent with other plaques .
- Pos t holding plaque is  rus ty.
- Some markings  on the plaque.

Maintenance:

- Bird droppings .
- Bas e looks  rus ty.
- Sculpture is  dis coloured.



Photos of Bird



6. Conversation Peace

Plaque:

- Font is  not rais ed.
- Heavily s haded at times , and then 

very difficult to read.
- Quote on plaque adds  value to the 

piece.

Maintenance:

- Some cobwebs .
- Dis colouration on pavement 

underneath.
- Table for dis play is  heavily rus ted.



Photos of Conversation Peace



7. Convolute of the Square

Plaque:

- Flat, no rais ed text. 
- Difficult to read.
- Dirty and s cratched.

Maintenance:

- Abs olutely filthy.
- Spiderwebs , bugs , and cocoons  all 

over.
- Rus ting.
- Mold or lichen.



Photos of Convolute of the Square



8. Cradle of Liberty

Plaque:

- No longer pres ent.
- Title ins cribed on front rock.

Maintenance:

- None needed.
- Watch for future damage as  kids  

were climbing all over it.



Photo of Cradle of Liberty



9. Dancers

Plaque: 

- Eas y to read, but far off to the s ide.
- Entire piece is  in a  non-acces s ible 

location.
- NOTE: piece is  not in location s tated 

on webs ite. Stonehaven & St. 
Matthew is  more accurate, quite a  
ways  from Grant & St. J os eph.

Maintenance:

- Very rus ty.
- Dus ty.
- Bird droppings .
- Wood chips  s cattered all over.



Photos of Dancers



10. Dancing Man

Plaque:

- No plaque.

Maintenance:

- Generally clean.
- Bas e becoming covered with 

plants / vines .
- Tarnis hed.
- Uns ure if intentional: front "face" is  

different colour and s cratched.



Photos of Dancing Man



11. Diamond Jubilee

Plaque: 

- No plaque.
- Ins cribed with artis t's  name ins ide 

the piece, but it is  barely vis ible.

Maintenance:

- Dirty: bird droppings , dus ty, 
s piderwebs .

- Rus ting.
- Bas e is  dis coloured.



Photos of Diamond Jubilee



12. Dragonfly

Plaque:

- Vis ible and eas y to read.
- However, placed very far from 

road/ path s o have to walk on/ around 
plants  to get clos e enough to read it.

Maintenance:

- Rus ty.
- Some bird droppings .
- Tape (?) on jus t one leg.
- Fading into the greenery rather than 

blending in.



Photos of Dragonfly



13. Egrets

Plaque:

- Font is  not rais ed.
- Very worn down.
- Was  completely covered in leaves ; 

had to dig around to find it.

Maintenance:

- Graffiti.
- Bird droppings .
- Quite worn down generally, though 

has  aged evenly.



Photos of Egrets



14. Guardian

Plaque:

- Rais ed font.
- Same colours  as  eg. Alegria , but with 

rais ed font much eas ier to read.
- Obs cured partly by a  bus h.
- Need to walk off the s idewalk to bes t 

read it.

Maintenance:

- Some bird droppings  on edge of 
plaque.

- Otherwis e excellent condition.



Photos of Guardian



15. Imagine That

Plaque:

- No plaque.

Maintenance:

- Graffiti, one piece is  obs cene.
- Cobwebs .
- Paint worn off in places .
- Dirty.
- Gras s  has  been mowed but clippings  

are left a ll pus hed agains t the bas e.



Photos of Imagine That



16. Jasper Priestess 

Plaque:

- Rais ed bronze font agains t black 
background that is  clear, eas y to 
read

- Sculpture Name & Year
- Artis t Name
- Artis t Webs ite 
- On Loan From Artis t
- Public Sculpture Committee 
- City of Los  Altos

Maintenance:

- Several holes  (from weathering) 
pres ent in orb at center of s culpture. 



16. Photos of Jasper Priestess 



17. Magic Fish

Plaque:

- Rais ed large metallic font in s ame 
color as  the background makes  it 
hard to read.

- Sculpture Name
- Artis t Name
- Month and Year 

Maintenance:

- Currently in good condition.



17. Photos of Magic Fish



18. Midnight Stomp Series

Plaque:

- There is  no plaque for thes e pieces .

Maintenance:

- All three s culptures  are in good 
condition.



18. Photos of Midnight Stomp Series



19. Musical Gambol

Plaque:

- There is  no plaque for this  piece.

Maintenance:

- Holes  pres ent in s tructure due to rus t. 
- Dark rus t pres ent in middle of s tructure 

& at s culpture’s  bas e.
- Red paint is  a ls o worn off.



19. Photos of Musical Gambol

- .



20. Mutha Hen

Plaque:

- There is  no plaque for this  piece.

Maintenance:

- Currently in good condition



20. Photos of Mutha Hen



21. Olympic Wannabes

Plaque:

- Rais ed large bronze font agains t 
dark metallic background. 

- Bronze framed border  
- Clear, eas y to read
- Sculpture Name
- Artis t Name
- “A Gift To The Community”
- Los  Altos  Cultural As s ociation
- Summer 2000

Maintenance:

- Sculpture in good condition
- 3 lights  on the ground aimed at the 

s culpture are covered with s and and 
have condens ed mois ture.

- Lighting of s culpture at night  
obs cured. 



21. Photos of Olympic Wannabes



22. Pax Nova

Plaque:

- Rais ed large bronze font agains t 
black background. 

- Clear, eas y to read
- Sculpture Name
- Artis t Name
- On Loan From Artis t
- Public Arts  Commis s ion
- City of Los  Altos

Maintenance:

- Some reddis h-yellow rus t pres ent at  
top of the s culpture.

- Sculpture bas e has  green lichen 
growth.



22. Photos of Pax Nova



23. Seal Head

Plaque:

- The placard is  mis s ing.

Maintenance:

- Currently in good condition



23. Photo of Seal Head



24. Shlama

Plaque:

- Very s mall hard to read, rais ed font 
(originally bronze but has  faded)

- Font is  now dark, hard to read 
agains t the black background.  

- Long ins cription 
- Sculpture Title
- Pres ented to City of Los  Altos  from 

the As s yrian Arts  Ins titution
- Recognition of Anna Es hoo
- Quote from Code of Hammurabi 

Maintenance:

- Orange rus t and green patina pres ent 
on large amount of s culpture’s  
s urface. 



24. Photos of Shlama



25. Sit

Sculpture returned to artist earlier this year. 

Recommend updating website to remove sculpture’s name and location. Also changing 
number of sculptures to 29. 

-



26. Smoke

Plaque:

- White font carved into dark gray 
(hard to read) background placed 
onto a  piece of wood painted green.

- Green paint on wood has  s ince 
faded. 

- Wood looks  weathered. 
- Title on plaque reads  “Sonya”
- Artis t Name
- San Francis co, CA

Maintenance:

- Top of s culpture has  an area that is  
darkened and looks  dirty. 

- Scratches  near bottom of s culpture
- Some dark areas  of oxidation. 



26. Photos of Smoke

-



27. Space Dance for Peace

Plaque:

- Etched bronze font is  hard to read 
agains t bronze background.

- Corros ion on the bronze s urface of 
placard

- Sculpture Name & Homage
- Artis t Name 
- City of Los  Altos
- 1986

Maintenance:

- Orange & green corros ion dots  
pres ent at bottom of the s culpture.

- Green corros ion and lichen growth 
pres ent on top of s tructure.  

- Sculpture’s  bas e has  green lichen 
growth. 



27. Photos of Space Dance for Peace



28. The Thinker

Plaque:

- Large rais ed, eas y to read, bronze 
font agains t black background

- Sculpture Name
- Ins tallation Year
- Artis t Name
- Name of Donator
- Public Arts  Commis s ion
- City of Los  Altos

Maintenance:

- Sculpture in good condition.



28. Photos of The Thinker



29. Will You Dance With Me

Plaque:

- Rais ed large, eas y to read, bronze 
font agains t black background.

- Sculpture Name 
- Sculpture Year
- Artis t Name
- Artis t Webs ite
- On Loan from Artis t
- Public Arts  Commis s ion
- City of Los  Altos

Maintenance:

- Sculpture is  in good condition.



29. Photos of Will You Dance With Me



30. Zoo Scapes

Plaque:

- The placard is  abs ent.

Maintenance:

- Paint has  faded in s everal places  
and s mall part of paint is  chipped. 

- Underlying wood is  now expos ed. 



30. Photos of Zoo Scapes



Statistical 
Conclus ions :

● 10 out of 29 pieces  are 
mis s ing plaques  (34%)

● 8 out of 29 pieces  have 
inadequate plaques  (27%)

● 19 out of 29 pieces  need 
cleaning/ repair (65%)



Other conclusions:
● Raised fonts in contrast to the background are the 

most visible and easy to read on plaques. 
- "Will You Dance With Me" is a good example of the 

best plaque type.

● Concern that some pieces are in non-accessible 
locations (see eg. Dancers).

● Plaques for public art should have a consistent look.  

● Regular maintenance of public art must be established, 
as well as cleaning and fixing current issues. 
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