
 
 

SPECIAL PUBLIC ARTS COMMISSION MEETING 
 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2012 - 5:00 P.M. 
Community Meeting Chambers, Los Altos City Hall 
One North San Antonio Road, Los Altos, California 

 
ESTABLISH QUORUM 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA 
Members of the audience may bring to the Commission's attention any item that is not on the agenda. Please 
complete a "Request to Speak" form and submit it to the Staff Liaison. Speakers are generally given two or 
three minutes, at the discretion of the Chair. Please be advised that, by law, the Commission is unable to 
discuss or take action on issues presented during the Public Comment Period. According to State Law (also 
known as “the Brown Act”) items must first be noticed on the agenda before any discussion or action. 
 
ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION/ACTION 
 
1. Commission Minutes  

 
Approve minutes of the regular meeting of October 25, 2012 

2. 
Review submissions and determine next steps in selection process  
Sculpture search 

 
3. 

Review and finalize the draft Public Art Mission Statement  
Los Altos Arts Mission Statement 

 
4. 

Review and discuss potential installation of artistic bike racks in Downtown 
Artistic bike racks  

 
5. 

Discuss updating insurance requirements for pieces loaned to the City 
Insurance language in contracts 

 
6. 

Determine Commission meeting schedule for 2013 
2013 Commission meeting schedule 

 
7. 2013 City Council meeting calendar

Review and assign Commissioner attendance at 2013 Council meetings 
   

 
  



INFORMATIONAL ITEM 
 
8. 

Receive update on Dancing Heron 
Dancing Heron 

 
9. 

Receive information and announcements from City staff 
Monthly staff report 

COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS AND COMMENTS 

POTENTIAL FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS  

ADJOURNMENT 
 

Special Notices to Public 
 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Altos will make reasonable arrangements to 
ensure accessibility to this meeting.  If you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact the City 
Clerk’s Office 72 hours prior to the meeting at (650) 947-2720.   
 
Agendas, Staff Reports and some associated documents for Public Arts Commission items may be viewed on the 
Internet at http://www.losaltosca.gov/committees-commissions/sculpture/meetings.html.  
 
On occasion the Public Arts Commission may consider agenda items out of order. 
 
All public records relating to an open session item on this agenda, which are not exempt from disclosure pursuant to the 
California Public Records Act, and that are distributed to a majority of the legislative body, will be available for public 
inspection at the Office of the City Clerk’s Office, City of Los Altos, located at One North San Antonio Road, Los Altos, 
California at the same time that the public records are distributed or made available to the legislative body. Any draft 
contracts, ordinances and resolutions posted on the Internet site or distributed in advance of the Council meeting may 
not be the final documents approved by the City Council. Contact the City Clerk at (650) 947-2720 for the final 
document. 
 
If you wish to provide written materials, please provide the Staff Liaison with 10 copies of any document that you would 
like to submit to the Public Arts Commission in order for it to become part of the public record. 
 
For other questions regarding the meeting proceedings, please contact the City Clerk at (650) 947-2720. 

http://www.losaltosca.gov/committees-commissions/sculpture/meetings.html�
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October 25, 2012 
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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE PUBLIC ARTS COMMISSION OF 
THE CITY OF LOS ALTOS, HELD ON THURSDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2012, AT 5:00 P.M. 

AT LOS ALTOS CITY HALL, ONE NORTH SAN ANTONIO ROAD, LOS ALTOS, 
CALIFORNIA 

 
ROLL CALL 
 
PRESENT:   Chapman, Iverson, Ellickson, McBirney, Robinson, Shafran, Zucker 
 
ABSENT:   None 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
None 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
1. 

The Commission discussed possibilities for placement of art at the corner of First and Main 
Streets with the general consensus to wait until the project at 400 Main Street was completed 
before making a recommendation.  A subcommittee (Ellickson, Iverson and Shafran) was 
created to investigate gateway elements. 

Artwork at First and Main Streets 

 
2. 

Commissioner Ellickson presented the report. 
Donation Policy 

 
Action

 

:  Upon a motion by Commissioner Robinson, seconded by Commissioner Iverson, 
the Commission unanimously recommended the City Council adopt the Draft Acceptance 
of Artwork Donations Policy. 

3. Sculpture Search 
Public Comment

 

:  Los Altos resident Penny Lave commended the Commission on the work 
done in recruiting sculptures for the Downtown and encouraged the Commission to 
continue to recruit similar type pieces. 

Commissioners discussed the sculpture search underway. 
 

4. 
 Chair Chapman presented the report. 

Work plan 

 
5. 

Commissioner McBirney presented the report and Commissioners discussed ideas for a 
potential Los Altos Arts Mission Statement.  Commissioners McBirney and Robinson were 
tasked with developing a draft mission statement for review by the full Commission. 

Los Altos Arts Mission Statement and Master Plan 



6. 
Commissioner McBirney presented the report and Commissioners discussed encouraging 
the City to incorporate artistic bike racks in the Downtown. 

Artistic Bike Racks 

 
7. 
 This item was continued to a future meeting. 

Insurance language in contracts 

 
8. 
 

Commission Minutes 
Action

 

: Upon a motion by Vice Chair Zucker, seconded by Commissioner Ellickson, the 
Commission approved the minutes of the regular meeting of September 27, 2012 by a 6-0-1 
vote, with Commissioner Shafran abstaining. 

COMMISSION AND STAFF REPORTS AND DIRECTIONS ON FUTURE AGENDA 
ITEMS 
 
Commission Reports 
 
Commissioner Iverson provided a report on the Halloween Window Painting contest and judging. 
 
Staff Reports 
 
Staff Liaison Maginot announced that the regular meetings in November and December would be 
cancelled and a special meeting would be held on December 13, 2012 at 5:00 p.m. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
Chair Chapman adjourned the meeting at 6:44 p.m. 
 

 
      
Jon Maginot, STAFF LIAISON 



 
 

 

DATE: December 13, 2012 
 

AGENDA ITEM # 2 

 
TO:    Public Arts Commission 
 
FROM:   Jon Maginot, Staff Liaison 
 
SUBJECT:   Sculpture search 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:    
 
Review submissions and determine next steps in selection process 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Public Arts Commission (PAC) recently conducted a call for submissions of sculptures to be a 
part of the Outdoor Sculpture Loan Program.  Submissions were due to the City on December 1, 
2012.   
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Ten artists submitted a total of 18 pieces to be considered by the PAC.  It is recommended that the 
PAC review these pieces and determine the next steps to be taken in the selection process.  Potential 
next steps could include one or more of the following: Review of the pieces by the full Commission; 
Establishing a subcommittee to make recommendations on the various pieces, establishing a jury to 
select pieces; Extending the submission deadline in the hopes of recruiting more pieces. 
 
Attachments: 
 
1. Sculpture Loan Program entry forms



















































































































































































 
 

 

DATE: December 13, 2012 
 

AGENDA ITEM # 3 

 
TO:    Public Arts Commission 
 
FROM:   Jon Maginot, Staff Liaison 
 
SUBJECT:   Los Altos Arts Mission Statement 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:    
 
Review and finalize the draft Public Art Mission Statement 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
At its October 25, 2012 meeting, the Public Arts Commission (PAC) discussed ideas for a potential 
Los Altos Arts Mission Statement.  Commissioners McBirney and Robinson were charged at that 
meeting with writing a draft Mission Statement for review by the full Commission. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The draft Mission Statement has been reviewed by staff and minor, grammatical changes were made.  
As discussed at the October 25, 2012 meeting, the next steps are for the PAC to finalize and 
recommend approval of the Mission Statement by the City Council. 
 
Attachment: Draft Public Art Mission Statement



 
Public Art Mission Statement: 
 
To support Public Art in Los Altos as a community investment, promoting 
civic pride, and art in public spaces, creating a more livable, personal, visually 
exciting, cross-generational environment; supporting public art activities 
that benefit the citizens of Los Altos; encouraging partnerships that 
further the awareness of beauty in our community through conversations, 
reflection, and response to public art; and making Los Altos an attractive, 
unique destination. 
 
 



 
 

 

DATE: December 13, 2012 
 

AGENDA ITEM # 4 

 
TO:    Public Arts Commission 
 
FROM:   Jon Maginot, Staff Liaison 
 
SUBJECT:   Artistic bike racks 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:    
 
Review and discuss potential installation of artistic bike racks in Downtown 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
At its July 26, 2012, September 27, 2012 and October 25, 2012 meetings, the Public Arts 
Commission (PAC) discussed the potential installation of artistic bike racks in Downtown Los Altos, 
including a survey of business owners gauging interest in having bike racks installed.  
Commissioners generally supported exploring the installation of artistic bike racks. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
As part of the discussion of installing artistic bike racks, suggestions have been made regarding 
waiting until the Downtown Parking Management Plan was completed since that document will 
potentially indicate where and how much bicycle parking is needed downtown.



 
 

 

DATE: December 13, 2012 
 

AGENDA ITEM # 5 

 
TO:    Public Arts Commission 
 
FROM:   Jon Maginot, Staff Liaison 
 
SUBJECT:   Insurance language in contracts 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:    
 
Discuss updating insurance requirements for pieces loaned to the City 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
In recent meetings, the Public Arts Commission (PAC) has discussed potentially changing the 
insurance requirements in the sculpture loan agreement in the hopes of attracting more artist 
participation in the loan program. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The current loan agreement requires the artist to be responsible for the sculpture at all times and 
does not provide for reimbursement by the City for any costs for repair, replacement or insurance of 
the piece.  The PAC discussed potentially changing the language after an artist withdrew his pieces 
due to unwillingness to sign the loan agreement.  At that time, the City Attorney and Assistant City 
Manager in charge of risk management recommended not changing the language. 
 
Attachment:  City of Los Altos Loan Agreement for Public Sculpture



City of Los Altos 
Loan Agreement for Public Sculpture 

 
This Agreement is made and entered into as of (Date) , by and between the City of Los Altos, a 

California municipal corporation (“City”), and ____________________ (“Artist”). 

1. 

Artist agrees to loan to City, and City agrees to permit Artist to display, the sculpture entitled 
“____________________” (the “Sculpture”).  This is not an agreement to purchase the Sculpture. 

PURPOSE 

2. 

The exhibition site for the Sculpture will be located at _____________________, or such other 
location as to which City and Artist shall agree in writing (the “Site”).  

EXHIBITION SITE 

3. 

The loan effective date is __________________, and shall terminate on __________________ 
(the “Termination Date”).  Artist shall remove the Sculpture from the Site within thirty (30) days of the 
Termination Date.  City, at its sole discretion, can terminate the loan and require Artist to remove the 
Sculpture from the Site prior to the Termination Date upon thirty (30) days prior written notice (the 
“Notice of Early Termination”). 

TERM 

4. 

The Sculpture shall be installed on a base that is located at the Site (the “Base”).  The Base will 
be constructed by City.  By installing the Sculpture on the Base, Artist represents and warrants to City 
that the Base is suitable for display of the Sculpture.  City shall at all times, and without prior notice to 
Artist, have the right to control access to the Site and the Base, and to modify and relocate the Base and 
any Sculpture thereon within the Site. 

BASE 

5. 

City shall design and install an identification plaque at the Site to identify the Artist’s name, and 
the title and date of creation of the Sculpture (the “Plaque”). 

IDENTIFICATION PLAQUE 

6. 

Artist shall be responsible for transportation and delivery of the Sculpture to the Site, and for 
installation of the Sculpture on the Base.   

INSTALLATION AND REMOVAL 

Artist shall be responsible for removal of the Sculpture from the Site, and for transportation of the 
Sculpture away from the Site.   

All costs and expenses of transportation, delivery, installation and removal of the Sculpture shall 
be borne by Artist.   

City may assist Artist with installation and removal of the Sculpture by providing a minimal 
workforce and equipment as agreed by City and Artist.  City shall not seek reimbursement from Artist for 
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any costs and expenses incurred by City should it decide to assist Artist with installation and removal of 
the Sculpture.   

In all cases, Artist shall obtain City’s approval of the date and time of installation and removal of 
the Sculpture.  City shall have the right, but not the obligation, to supervise and/or assist in the installation 
and removal of the Sculpture. 

7. 

Artist shall maintain the Sculpture at Artist’s cost and expense.  City shall not provide 
reimbursement to Artist for maintenance costs.   

MAINTENANCE 

City shall maintain the Site, the Base and the Plaque at City’s cost and expense.  City shall not 
seek reimbursement for City’s maintenance costs from Artist.   

In the event of defacing of, or damage to, or extraordinary wear and tear of, the Sculpture, 
whether by vandalism, natural disaster, exposure to the elements, or otherwise, Artist shall within four (4) 
weeks of written notice from City make, or cause to be made, the necessary repairs to the Sculpture.  If 
that time is not reasonable, Artist shall make the repairs within a reasonable time as agreed to by City and 
Artist. 

If the nature of the damage renders the Sculpture hazardous to the public, then the Sculpture must 
be restored to a safe condition as determined by City in its sole discretion within two (2) weeks.  In the 
alternative, the Sculpture shall be removed from exhibition by City or Artist at the expense of Artist. 

8. 

Artist hereby grants to City and others it authorizes a non-exclusive, irrevocable, perpetual, 
worldwide, fully-paid license to make, reproduce, distribute, and publicly display and perform images of 
the Sculpture in any medium, now known or hereafter invented, for the “Permitted Uses.”  The 
“Permitted Uses” shall be any non-commercial or non-profit uses in City’s promotional and descriptive 
materials of or authorized by City regarding City, City’s Public Sculpture Program and/or any other 
event, group, entity or activity authorized or associated with City, including, without limitation, 
catalogues, posters, web sites, brochures, books, slides, photographs, drawing, videos, films, 
advertisements, articles, and the like. 

LIMITED GRANT OF LICENSE 

9. 

If Artist does not remove the Sculpture within the earlier of (30) days of the Termination Date or 
a Notice of Early Termination, the Sculpture may be removed by City.  If City removes the Sculpture, 
City may dispose of the Sculpture as it sees fit, including by sale or destruction of the Sculpture. 

REMOVAL BY CITY 

10. 

Artist shall be responsible for the Sculpture at all times, including during transportation, delivery, 
installation, display and removal, and will bear the risk of loss or damage to the Sculpture.  City will not 
be liable for any accident, theft, vandalism or damage to the Sculpture from any cause. 

RISK OF LOSS AND INSURANCE 

If Artist desires, Artist may provide property insurance on the Sculpture at Artist’s cost and 
expense.  City will not provide reimbursement to Artist for this insurance. 
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11. 

Artist shall hold harmless, indemnify and defend City, its officers, agents, employees and 
volunteers from all damages, costs or expenses in law or equity that may at any time arise or be asserted 
because of injury to property or bodily or personal injury (including death) occasioned by any willful or 
negligent act or omissions of Artist or any of Artist’s officers, agents, employees and volunteers. 

HOLD HARMLESS AND INDEMNITY PROVISION 

12. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, if City is unable or unwilling to make, or 
to continue to make, the Site available, or to construct the Base (due to budgetary constraints, City 
Council action, inadequate available staffing, natural disaster or for any other reason, or no reason), Artist 
shall have no right to bring action or make any claim against City as a result of such action or inaction. 

RESERVATION OF RIGHTS 

13. 

Unless otherwise provided herein, all notices required hereunder shall be given by United States 
registered or certified mail, or other form of mail which offers proof of mailing, postage prepaid and 
addressed to the party at the address below: 

NOTICE 

If to City: 
 
City of Los Altos 
City Manager 
One North San Antonio Road 
Los Altos, CA 94022-3088 
 
If to Artist: 
(Artist Address) 
 

14. 

Artist hereby waives any moral or statutory rights Artist may have to prevent anything 
specifically authorized by this Agreement or to demand anything not required by this Agreement 
and shall confirm such waivers from time to time upon request by City and others it authorizes. 

WAIVER OF ARTIST’S RIGHT 

15. APPLICABLE LAWS AND ATTORNEY’S FEES

This Agreement shall be interpreted and enforced pursuant to California law.  Any action to 
enforce or interpret this Agreement shall be brought in a court of competent jurisdiction in Santa Clara 
County, California.  Should any legal action be brought by a party for breach of this Agreement, or to 
enforce any provision of this Agreement, the prevailing party shall be entitled reasonable attorney’s fees, 
court costs, and other such costs as may be affixed by the court. 

   

16. 

This Agreement may be executed in one of more counterparts which shall together constitute one 
Agreement.  This Agreement constitutes the entire Agreement of parties and supercedes any prior written 
or verbal communication between the parties.  This Agreement may only be amended by written 
Agreement signed by both parties. 

COUNTERPARTS; ENTIRETY; AMENDMENT 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Agreement on the date written above. 

 
CITY OF LOS ALTOS: 
 
_____________________________ 
City Manager 
 
 
 
ARTIST: 
 
______________________________ 
Artist 
 
______________________________ 
Print Name 
 



 
 

 

DATE: December 13, 2012 
 

AGENDA ITEM # 6 

 
TO:    Public Arts Commission 
 
FROM:   Jon Maginot, Staff Liaison 
 
SUBJECT:   2013 Commission meeting schedule 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:    
 
Determine Commission meeting schedule for 2013 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Public Arts Commission (PAC) holds its regular meetings on the fourth Thursday of each 
month beginning at 5:00 p.m. in the Community Meeting Chambers. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The following is a proposed list of meeting dates for 2013: 
 
January 24, 2013 
February 28, 2013 
March 28, 2013 
April 25, 2013 
May 23, 2013 
June 27, 2013 
July 25, 2013 
August 22, 2013 
September 26, 2013 
October 24, 2013 
December 12, 2013 
 
The regular meeting in November falls on the same day as the Thanksgiving Holiday and the regular 
meeting in December falls on the day after the Christmas Holiday, as such, a special meeting held in 
between the two dates is recommended, as has been done in the past.  As of now, there are no 
conflicts with the proposed dates and the local, public school districts.



 
 

 

DATE: December 13, 2012 
 

AGENDA ITEM # 7 

TO:    Public Arts Commission 
 
FROM:   Jon Maginot, Staff Liaison 
 
SUBJECT:   2013 City Council meeting representatives 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:    
 
Review and assign Commissioner attendance at 2013 Council meetings 
 
 
The City Council schedule for 2013 has not been set, therefore it is recommended that 
Commissioners be assigned to the first few meetings of the year.  The remainder of meetings can be 
assigned once the calendar is set. 
 

January 8, 2013  
January 22, 2013  
February 12, 2013  
February 26, 2013  
M arch 12, 2013  
M arch 26, 2013  
Apri l  9, 2013  
Apri l  23, 2013  
M ay 14, 2013  
M ay 28, 2013  
June 11, 2013  
June 25, 2013  
July 9, 2013  
July 23, 2013  
August 13, 2013  
August 27, 2013  
September 10, 2013  
September 24, 2013  
October 8, 2013  
October 22, 2013  
November 12, 2013  
November 26, 2013  
December 10, 2013 
(only one regular meeting scheduled in 
December) 
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