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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PUBLIC ARTS COMMISSION OF THE 
CITY OF LOS ALTOS, HELD ON THURSDAY, MARCH 28, 2013, AT 5:00 P.M. AT LOS 

ALTOS CITY HALL, ONE NORTH SAN ANTONIO ROAD, LOS ALTOS, 
CALIFORNIA 

 
ROLL CALL 
 
PRESENT:   Chapman, Ellickson, Iverson, McBirney, Rini, Zucker 
 
ABSENT:   Robinson 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
None 
 
ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION/ACTION 

 
1. Commission Minutes 
 Action:  Upon a motion by Commissioner Ellickson, seconded by Commissioner Iverson, 

the Commission approved the minutes of the meeting of February 28, 2013 by 6-0-1 vote, 
with Commissioner Robinson absent. 

 
2. Election of Chair and Vice Chair 

Action:  Upon a nomination by Commissioner Ellickson, the Commission elected 
Commissioner Chapman as Chair by a 6-0-1 vote, with Commissioner Robinson absent. 
 
Action:  Upon a nomination by Commissioner McBirney, the Commission elected 
Commissioner Zucker as Vice Chair by a 6-0-1 vote, with Commissioner Robinson absent. 
 

3. Sculpture entries 
Commissioners discussed three additional submissions.  A subcommittee of Chair Chapman, 
Vice Chair Zucker and Commissioner Ellickson was formed to recommend locations. 
 

4. Sculpture search 
 Action:  Upon a motion by Commissioner McBirney, seconded by Vice Chair Zucker, the 

Commission recommended installation of By the Sea at the entrance to Redwood Grove near 
University Avenue, by a 6-0-1 vote, with Commissioner Robinson absent. 

 
5. Artistic Bike Racks 
 Staff presented the report and Commissioners discussed a potential artistic bike rack 

program. 
 
 Action:  Upon a motion by Vice Chair Zucker, seconded by Commissioner Ellickson, the 

Commission submitted a recommendation to the City Council to direct staff to develop an 
Artistic Bike Rack Program, by a 6-0-1 vote, with Commissioner Robinson absent. 

 
6. FY 2013/14 – 2017/2018 Capital Improvement Program 
 Commissioners discussed potential Capital Improvement Program projects. 



 
7. 2012 Accomplishments 
 Commissioners discussed the accomplishments of the Commission for 2012.   
 
 Action:  Upon a motion by Chair Chapman, seconded by Commissioner Ellickson, the 

Commission approved the Public Arts Commission accomplishments for 2012 by a 6-0-1 
vote, with Commissioner Robinson absent. 

 
8. April meeting 
 Action:  Upon a motion by Commissioner Ellickson, seconded by Commissioner Iverson, 

the Commission approved cancelling the April 25, 2013 meeting and scheduling a special 
meeting for May 2, 2013 beginning at 5:00 p.m. 

 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
 
9. Monthly staff report 
 Staff provided an update to the Commission regarding two items that will be before the 

Council on April 9, 2013, the installation of two sculptures and the Donation of Artwork 
Policy.  Staff also provided an update on the City’s partnership with San Francisco Museum 
of Modern Art and reported that updates would be made at future meetings. 

 
COMMISSION AND STAFF REPORTS AND DIRECTIONS ON FUTURE AGENDA 

ITEMS 
 
At the suggestion of staff, the Commission requested a future agenda item to discuss sculptures 
currently on loan to the City and their disposition at the end of their loan periods. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Chair Chapman adjourned the meeting at 6:49 p.m. 



 
 

DATE: May 2, 2013 
 

AGENDA ITEM # 2 

 
TO:    Public Arts Commission 
 
FROM:   Jon Maginot, Staff Liaison  
 
SUBJECT:   2013/14 Work Plan 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:    
 
Formulate the 2013/14 Public Arts Commission Work Plan 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Each year the Public Arts Commission (PAC) develops goals and priorities for the coming 12 
months.  These goals and priorities are drawn together in the Commission Work Plan to guide and 
direct the work of the Commission. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Attached is the template for the Commission Work Plan.  The Work Plan and priorities for the PAC 
should be based on the City Council’s 2013 Priorities and support the work of the City Council.  
The Work Plan will be presented to the Council at a City Council meeting to be scheduled in the 
future (mostly likely in June). 
 
Attachment:  Commission Work Plan Template 
 



PUBLIC ARTS COMMISSION 
2013/14 Work Plan 
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DATE: May 2, 2013 
 

AGENDA ITEM # 3 

 
TO:    Public Arts Commission 
 
FROM:   Jon Maginot, Staff Liaison  
 
SUBJECT:   Loaned sculptures 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:    
 
Discuss the status and disposition of sculptures loaned to the City 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The City currently has nine sculptures that are on loan from the artists.  These loans are for two-year 
increments and have various expiration dates. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The sculptures on loan to the City are: 
 
Name Artist Location Expiration Date 
African Tree (Madagascar) Rick Waltonsmith Main and 3rd Street August 31, 2013 
CT-27 Richard Starks Heritage Oaks Park August 31, 2014 
Dancers Michele Alcantara Grant & St. Joseph September 19, 2013 
Dancing Heron Pat Payne Edith and Los Altos Ave August 31, 2013 
Danseuse Jeff Owen State and 2nd Street August 31, 2013 
Jasper Priestess Damien Jones Main and 2nd Street August 31, 2013 
Pax Nova Bill Iaculla McKenzie Park September 19, 2013 
Redwood Prayer Rick Waltonsmith Main and 3rd Street August 31, 2013 
Torso 3 James Hill State and 3rd Street May 31, 2014 
 



 
 

DATE: May 2, 2013 
 

AGENDA ITEM # 4 

 
TO:    Public Arts Commission 
 
FROM:   Jon Maginot, Staff Liaison 
 
SUBJECT:   Sculpture entries 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:    
 
Discuss next steps in selection process for entries 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
At the February 28, 2013 meeting, the Public Arts Commission (PAC) considered several sculptures 
for placement in Los Altos.  Two sculptures, Will You Dance with Me and Dragonfly, were 
recommended to City Council for installation.  Those sculptures were approved by Council at its 
April 9, 2013 meeting.  The PAC also considered The Guardian, though no location was determined.  
At its March 28, 2013 meeting, PAC recommended to Council installation of By the Sea. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
At the March 28, 2013 PAC meeting, staff presented recommended locations for The Guardian.  Staff 
determined a number of locations which can be categorized into two areas.  Should the PAC prefer 
a wooded location, possibly near a creek, suggested locations included Shoup Park near the pathway 
to Redwood Grove.  Should a more visible location be preferred, locations included Lincoln Park 
near West Edith Avenue, Lincoln Park near the Chamber of Commerce building, Marymeade Park 
near Fremont Avenue, or the corner of Fremont Avenue and Grant Road opposite the sculpture 
that is currently there.  Of these locations, staff felt the Shoup Park or Lincoln Park locations would 
be best. 
 
The PAC may also wish to consider the placement of other sculptures submitted for consideration.  
The remaining pieces (not including those withdrawn from consideration) are: 
 
The Guardian, by Karen Cauvin Eustis   Winged Melody, by Sherman Hay 
Music of the Spheres II, by Susan Pascal Beran  Rivers Edge, by Sherman Hay 
Tiempo, by Jeff Owen     Adam & Eve, by Smadar Agmon 
Flames II, by Susan Pascal Beran   Celestial Balance, by Sherman Hay 
Fish Dance II, by Susan Pascal Beran   Wings of Fortune, by Sherman Hay 
Estrella Nueva V.G., by Susan Pascal Beran 



MEMORANDUM 

DATE: February 22. 2013 

TO: City of Los Altos Advisory Commissions 

FROM: James Walgren. Assistant City Manager 

SUBJECT: FY 2013/14 - 2017/2018 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

BACKGROUND 

The City of Los Altos implements a five-year Capital Improvement Program (CIP). which is 
reviewed and updated eac:h fiscal year. The City Council supports use of a systematic process to 
gather input from City Commissions regarding potential new CIP projects before staff presents a 
draft FY 2013/14 - 2017/18 CIP document to the City Council for adoption. 

In addition, state law requires that the Planning and Transportation Commission review the CIP to 
find that it is consistent with the City's General Plan. 

DISCUSSION 

Commission review of the five-year CIP will be done in a two-step process. In March 2013. the 
Commissions will receive and review the current status of active CIP projects. Also at the Marc:h 
meetings. Commissions will discuss potential new projects that relate to their areas of responSlbility. 
Staff will conduct preliminary review of the project ideas and provide related feedback at follow-up 
April meetings. when the Commissions can have focused discussions on identifying and prioritizing 
their CIP recommendations to the Council. 

Staff will then evaluate the financial and resource needs, as well as feasibility. related to the 
Commissions' CIP recommendations. All recommendations will be evaluated in the budget 
devdopment process whic:h staff undertakes to devdop its reconunendations regarding new. 
deferred, modified or ddeted CIP projects. It is planned that this information will be presented to 
the Council at a study session in late May. 

Given the City's conservative fiscal policies. capital project priorities have traditionally been focused 
on health and safety issues as well as core responsibilities suc:h as street, utilities and infrastructure 
maintenance and repair. There may be, however, other improvements that would contribute 
towards enhancing the overall quality of life that go beyond these more routine activities. 
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When the Commissions deliberate on this matter, it is suggested that the following be done as part 
of the discussions: 

• 

• 

• 
• 

Review existing CIP projects in the Commission's area of responsibilities and recommend which 
ones could/should be re-prioritized to different years 
Identify projects that may no longer meet a community need and could be eliminated either 
from the scheduled or unscheduled list of projects 
Identify unscheduled projects that may be placed in the new five-year schedule 
Recommend new projects 

A list of current projects and the list of unscheduled projects are attached for your information and 
reference. At this point, the only planned fifth year projects are those related to annual 
infrastructure maintenance. 

The complete five-year Capital Improvement Program, with project descriptions, can be viewed at 
W\vw.ci.los-altos.ca.us/finance/cip. Please feel free to contact me at (650) 947-2635 or at 
jwa/gren@!osaltosca.gov if you have any questions. 

Attachments: 
1. Active CIP project status dated February 22, 2013 
2. Current five-year planned CIP projects 
3. Unscheduled CIP projects 
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