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our building is a major concern to us, both visually and structurally (weight).  The wall structure contains 
the stairway and elevator to the rooftop garden over the 4-story residential development.   
 
Massive Wall Structure, Height, Setbacks & Rooftop Garden 
The massive wall structure significantly prevents natural light from entering our building.  In contrast, 
the existing two-story building (to be demolished) blocks less than 50% of our building.  We will also 
have to secure entrances to our sideyard (front and rear) with tall gates to discourage criminal activity or 
mischief because the wall prevents casual surveillance by the public or law enforcement.   (We have a 
side entrance.) 
 
We spoke with the applicants, and they were already considering some adjustments to the setback of 
the wall from the front and rear property lines; and removing the elevator to the rooftop garden.  We 
suggested that they consider meeting the landscape requirement by removing the rooftop garden and 
relocating the garden space to the front of the building at street level.  This would create more open 
space, at a pedestrian level, and capitalize on the existing open space created by our Legion plaza and 
benches.  They could make it private with a garden hedge and gate; and add outdoor seating for their 
residents.  A major benefit of eliminating the rooftop garden would be the reduction of the massive wall 
from 5 stories to 4 stories, which would also reduce the weight of that wall adjacent to our building. 
 
Soil Stability & Construction Vibration 
We are concerned about the construction vibration affecting our property, especially of pile-driving.  We 
have made the applicant aware of our private storm-drain along the sideyard. 
 
Parking 
We support the street level parking garage.  We are not in favor of underground parking due to 
potential impacts to soil stability near our historical building.  
 
Although parking is sufficient per City requirements, we have parking concerns about current street 
parking and the proposed development as follows.   
 
The CityLift parking system accounts for a little more than half of the required parking.  The concern is 
that residents will not use the CityLift system due to fear of mechanical malfunction or public safety 
energy shut offs; or avoidance of developer parking charges if implemented.  Also, residents may choose 
not to park in the garage if parking spaces and turning radiuses are tight (even if they meet code).  This 
would further impact street parking.  Guests at the proposed development will also be extremely 
challenged to find nearby parking spaces because of the congested street parking. 
 
Street parking is currently extremely limited, largely in part to Draegers, because employees are not 
allowed to park in their large parking lot.  Multiple shifts of employees legally park on First and Whitney 
streets all day and evening.  The store is open from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. but employees are on site from 4 
a.m. until late at night, handling truck deliveries and stocking shelves.  Although employees could park in 
public lots and walk 300 feet to the business, naturally they prefer to park on streets near the store.   
 
We recommend that the development have a planning condition or a CCR requiring that residents park 
any second car they own in the CityLift system, and that there be no parking fees imposed for residents 
wanting to park in the garage or CityLift. 
 
In summary, we recommend that this development: 
 

1. Reduce the height of the massive wall from 5 to 4 stories. 
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2. Relocate the garden from the rooftop to the front of the building on 1st street, adjacent to the 
Legion plaza.  They could make it private with a garden hedge and gate; and add outdoor seating 
for their residents. 

3. Condition that residents with two vehicles park one vehicle in the CityLift system; and that there 
be no parking fees imposed for residents wanting to park any vehicle in the garage or CityLift. 

4. Ensure that parking spaces and turning radius are practical--and not just meet code. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Kenneth W. Newman 
Finance Officer 
American Legion Los Altos Post 558 
347 First Street 
Los Altos, CA 94022 
 
kwn558@gmail.com 
650-906-8978 
 
cc:  Commander William Bassett, Esq. 
 Emeric McDonald 
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