Casey Richardson

From: M Squire

Sent: Monday, August 31, 2020 4:04 PM

To: Donna Legge

Cc: Casey Richardson

Subject: Scanned signed Petitions opposing Off Leash Dog Hours at Heritage Oaks and Map
Attachments: Donna Legge Petition and Map 8-31-2020 sent.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed
Hi Donna,

The text below is a cover letter for the scanned petitions and map that | am emailing to you. Please
include the cover letter as the first page for the Commissioners' packet.

Thank you so much for all your efforts on this. It is truly appreciated.

Millie Squire

Dear Ms. Legge and Commissioners,

As we discussed in last week’s emails, | am attaching signed petitions opposing the Park
Commission’s proposed Pilot Program for Off Leash Dog Hours at Heritage Oaks Park. During the
time of Covid, it has been difficult to collect signatures. These petitions are only a start. As you can
see there is much opposition. We will be gathering more signed petitions and sending them to the
City Council before it votes on this proposal.

Also attached is a map showing the neighbors on McKenzie Avenue who are opposed to the Off
Leash Dog Hours at Heritage Oaks Park. McKenzie Avenue is directly adjacent to the park. There is
100% opposition to this program on McKenzie Avenue and many other neighbors on the nearby
streets are also opposed.

We would like you to take into consideration the concerns of the citizens who live in this
neighborhood.

Thank you for reviewing these petitions and map.

On behalf of the Heritage Oaks Neighborhood,

Millie Squire
- McKenzie Avenue

Los Altos, CA 94024






August 31, 2020
Dear Ms. Legge and Commissioners,

As we discussed in last week’s emails, | am attaching signed petitions opposing the Park Commission’s
proposed Pilot Program for Off Leash Dog Hours at Heritage Oaks Park. During the time of Covid, it has
been difficult to collect signatures. These petitions are only a start. As you can see there is much
opposition. We will be gathering more signed petitions and sending them to the City Council before it
votes on this proposal.

Also attached is a map showing the neighbors on McKenzie Avenue who are opposed to the Off Leash
Dog Hours at Heritage Oaks Park. McKenzie Avenue is directly adjacent to the park. There is 100%
opposition to this program on McKenzie Avenue and many other neighbors on the nearby streets are
also opposed.

We would like you to take into consideration the concerns of the citizens who live in this neighborhood.
Thank you for reviewing these petitions and map.

On behalf of the Heritage Oaks Neighborhood,

Millie Squire

V¢ Kenzie Avenue

Los Altos, CA 94024



Greater numbers of off-leash Qomm would also be a nuisance and a safety risk to pedestrians, joggers, and bicyclists on park trails
and adjacent streets.

PETITION TO THE CITY COUNCIL OF LOS ALTOS
The Los Altos City Council will vote soon on a proposed pilot program for off-leash dog hours at Heritage Oaks Park. Off-leash dogs
would use the same grassy area also used by the City's soccer program and many other recreational and sports activities. The
proposed off-leash hours would create a nuisance and safety risk to children and other park users. The increased number of off-leash
dogs would disturb and displace many park users and park activities, especially during the popular late afternoon and evening hours.

The Dog Park Subcommittee of the Parks and Recreation Commission is still working on details of the proposal, but all potential
modifications would still include off-leash dogs in Heritage Oaks Park.

We, the undersigned, are OPPOSED to the City's proposal to establish off-leash dog hours at Heritage Oaks Park.
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and adjacent streets.

PETITION TO THE CITY COUNCIL OF LOS ALTOS

The Los Altos City Council will vote soon on a proposed pilot program for off-leash dog hours at Heritage Oaks Park. Off-leash dogs
would use the same grassy area also used by the City's soccer program and many other recreational and sports activities. The
proposed off-leash hours would create a nuisance and safety risk to children and other park users. The increased number of off-leash
dogs would disturb and displace many park users and park activities, especially during the popular late afternoon and evening hours.

Greater numbers of off-leash dogs would also be a nuisance and a safety risk to pedestrians, joggers, and bicyclists on park trails

The Dog Park Subcommittee of the Parks and Recreation Commission is still working on details of the proposal, but all potential
modifications would still include off-leash dogs in Heritage Oaks Park.
We, the undersigned, are OPPOSED to the City's proposal to establish off-leash dog hours at Heritage Oaks Park.

Signature

Print Name

Street Address
(optional, but at least the name

of your street is appreciated)

City
Los Altos =

LA

Do you visit
Heritage Oaks
Park? Y/N

Do you ever
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to the park? Y/N
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dog owner?
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PETITION TO THE CITY COUNCIL OF LOS ALTOS

The Los Altos City Council will vote soon on a proposed pilot program for off-leash dog hours at Heritage Oaks Park. Off-leash dogs

would use the same grassy area also used by the City's soccer program and many other recreational and sports activities. The

proposed off-leash hours would create a nuisance and safety risk to children and other park users. The increased number of off-leash

dogs would disturb and displace many park users and park activities, especially during the popular late afternoon and evening hours. "
Greater numbers of off-leash Qomm would also be a nuisance and a safety risk to pedestrians, joggers, and bicyclists on park trails

and adjacent streets.

The Dog Park Subcommittee of the Parks and Recreation Commission is still working on details of the proposal, but all potential

modifications would still include off-leash dogs in Heritage Oaks Park.

We, the undersigned, are OPPOSED to the City's proposal to establish off-leash dog hours at Heritage Oaks Park.

Street Address City Do you visit Doyouever | Areyoua
(optional, but at least the name Los Altos = | Heritage Oaks| bring children | dog owner?
Signat Print Name of your street is appreciated) Park? Y/N |tothe park? Y/N| Yes/No
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PETITION TO THE CITY COUNCIL OF LOS ALTOS

The Los Altos City Council will vote soon on a proposed pilot program for unfenced off-leash dog hours at Heritage Oaks Park for several
hours in both the morning and evening, weekdays and weekends. Off-leash dogs would use the same grassy area also used by the City's
soccer program and many other recreational and sports activities. The proposal does not include a fence to enclose the off-leash dogs
within a portion of the park, creating a nuisance and safety risk to children and other park users. The increased number of off-leash dogs
would disturb and displace many park users and park activities on the grassy sports field, especially during the popular late afternoon
and evening hours. Greater numbers of off-leash dogs would also be a nuisance and a safety risk to pedestrians, joggers, and bicyclists
on park trails and adjacent streets.

We, the undersigned, are OPPOSED to the City's proposal to establish unfenced off-leash dog hours at Heritage Oaks Park.

o

Signature

Street Address City | Doyouvisit | Doyouever | Areyoua
(optional, but at least the name Los Altos = | Heritage Oaks{ bring children | dog owner?
Print Name of your street is appreciated) LA Park? Y/N |tothepark? Y/N| Yes/No
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PETITION TO THE CITY COUNCIL OF LOS ALTOS

The Los Altos City Council will vote soon on a proposed pilot program for unfenced off-leash dog hours at Heritage Oaks Park for several
hours in both the morning and evening, weekdays and weekends. Off-leash dogs would use the same grassy area also used by the City's
soccer program and many other recreational and sports activities. The proposal does not include a fence to enclose the off-leash dogs
within a portion of the park, creating a nuisance and safety risk to children and other park users. The increased number of off-leash dogs
would disturb and displace many park users and park activities on the grassy sports field, especially during the popular late afternoon
and evening hours. Greater numbers of off-leash dogs would also be a nuisance and a safety risk to pedestrians, joggers, and bicyclists
on park trails and adjacent streets.
We, the undersigned, are OPPOSED to the City's proposal to establish unfenced off-leash dog hours at Heritage Oaks Park.
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Street Address City Do you visit Doyouever | Areyoua
(optional, but at least the name Los Altos = | Heritage Oaks| bring children | dog owner?
Print Name of your street is appreciated) LA Park? Y/N |tothepark? Y/N| Yes/No
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We, the czmmammw.wa#ﬂm @vv.o. SED tfo the City's :Svoum_ to establish unfenced om._mmmr dog :o:_.w 3 Heritage Oaks Park.
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PETITION TO THE CITY COUNCIL OF LOS ALTOS

The Los Altos City Council will vote soon on a proposed pilot program for unfenced off-leash dog hours at Heritage Oaks Park for several
hours in both the morning and evening, weckdays and weekends. Off-leash dogs would use the same grassy area also used by the City's
soccer program and mary other recreational and sports activities. The proposal does not include a fence to enclose the off-leash dogs
within a portion of the park, creating a nuisance and safety risk to children and other park users. The increased number of off-leash dogs
would disturb and displace many park users and park activities on the grassy sports field, especially during the popular late afternoon
and evening hours. Greater numbers of off-leash dogs would also be a nuisance and a safety risk to pedestrians, joggers, and bicyclists
on park trails and adjacent streets.
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PETITION TO THE CITY COUNCIL OF LOS ALTOS

The City of Los Altos has proposed a pilot program for unfenced off-leash dogs at Heritage Oaks Park for several hours both in the morning
and the evening (6+ hours daily), weekdays and weekends. Off-leash dogs would use the same grassy area also used by the City's soccer
program and many other park activities. The proposal does NOT include any fence or other buffer between the unleashed dogs and the
two children’s playgrounds, picnic tables, adjacent streets, nearby residences, or Permanente Creek.
We, the undersigned, are OPPOSED to the City's proposal to establish unfenced off-leash dog hours at Heritage Oaks Park.
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PETITION TO THE CITY COUNCIL OF LOS ALTOS

The City of Los Altos has proposed a pilot program-for unfenced off-leash dogs at Heritage Qaks Park for several hours both in the morning
and the evening (6+ :oamm_i\ weekdays and weekends. Off-leash dogs would use the same grassy area also used by the City

S soccer

program and many othek park activities. The OwoJU/Omm_ does NOT include any fence or other buffer between the unleashed dogs and the
two children's playgrounds, picnic tables, adjacent'streets, nearby residences, or Permanente Creek.
We, the undersigned, are OPPOSED to the City's v«ouw{._ to establish unfenced off-leash dog hours at Heritage Oaks Park.
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HETITION 7O THE CITY COUNCIL OF LOS ALTOS

The City of Los Altos has proposed a pilot program for unfenced off-leash dogs at Heritage Oaks Park for several hours both in the morning
24 the evening (6+ hours daily), weekdays and weekends. Off-leash dogs would use the same grassy area also used by the City's soccer
program and many othes park activities. The proposal does NOT include any fence or other buffer between the unleashed dogs and the
two children's playgrounds, picnic tables, adjacent streets, nearby residences, or Permanente Creek.
We, the undersigned, are OPPOSED to the City's proposal to establish unfenced off-leash dog hours at Heritage Oaks Park.
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and adjacent streets.

PETITION TO THE CITY COUNCIL OF LOS ALTOS

The Los Altos City Council will vote soon on a proposed pilot program for off-leash dog hours at Heritage Oaks Park. Off-leash dogs
would use the same grassy area also used by the City's soccer program and many other recreational and sports activities. The
proposed off-leash hours.would create a nuisance and safety risk to children and other park users. The increased number of off-leash
dogs would disturb and displace many park users and park activities, especially during the popular late afternoon and evening hours.

Greater numbers of off-leash aomm would also be a nuisance and a safety risk to pedestrians, joggers, and bicyclists on park trails

The Dog Park Subcommittee of the Parks and Recreation Commission is still working on details of the proposal, but all potential
modifications would still include off-leash dogs in Heritage Oaks Park.
We, the undersigned, are OPPOSED to the City's proposal to establish off-leash dog hours at Heritage Oaks Park.

Signature

Street Address City Do you visit Doyouever | Areyoua
(optional, but at least the name Los Altos = | Heritage Oaks| bring children | dog owner?
Print Name of your street is appreciated) LA Park? Y/N |tothepark? Y/N| Yes/No
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and adjacent sireets.

PETITION TO THE CITY COUNCIL OF LOS ALTOS

The Los Altos City Council will vote soon on a proposed pilot program for off-leash dog hours at Heritage Oaks Park. Off-leash dogs
would use the same grassy area also used by the City's soccer program and many other recreational and sports activities. The
proposed off-leash hours.would create a nuisance and safety risk to children and other park users. The increased number of off-leash
dogs would disturb and displace many park users and park activities, especially during the popular late afternoon and evening hours.

Greater numbers of off-leash dogs would also be a nuisance and a safety risk to pedestrians, joggers, and bicyclists on park trails

The Dog Park Subcommiittee of the Parks and Recreation Commission is still working on details of the proposal, but all potential
modifications would still include off-leash dogs in Heritage Oaks Park.
We, the undersigned, are OPPOSED to the City's proposal to establish off-leash dog hours at Heritage Oaks Park.

Lolceal.
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Street Address City Do you visit Doyouever | Areyoua
(optional, but at least the name’ Los Altos = | Heritage Oaks| bring children | dog owner?
Signature Print Name of your street is appreciated) LA Park? Y/N |tothepark? Y/N| Yes/No
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PETITION TO THE CITY COUNCIL OF LOS ALTOS

The Los Altos City Council will vote soon on a proposed pilot program for off-leash dog hours at Heritage Qaks Park. Off-leash dogs
would use the same grassy area also used by the City's soccer program and many other recreational and sports activities. The
proposed off-leash hours would create a nuisance and safety risk to children and other park users. The increased number of off-leash
dogs would disturb and displace many park users and park activities, especially during the popular late afternoon and evening hours.

Greater numbers of off-leash dogs would also be a nuisance and a safety risk to pedestrians, joggers, and bicyclists on park trails

and adjacent streets.

The Dog Park Subcommittee of the Parks and Recreation Commission is still working on details of the proposal, but all potential
modifications would still include off-leash dogs in Heritage Oaks Park.
We, the undersigned, are OPPOSED to the City's proposal to establish off-leash dog hours at Heritage Oaks Park.
Street Address City Doyouvisit | Doyouever | Areyoua
(optional, but at least the name Los Altos = | Heritage Oaks| bring children | dog owner?
Print Name of your street is appreciated) LA Park? Y/N [tothepark? Y/N| Yes/No
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PETITION TO THE CITY COUNCIL OF LOS ALTOS
The City of Los Altos has proposed a pilot program for unfenced off-leash dogs at Heritage Oaks Park for several hours both in the morning
and the evening (6+ hours daily), weekdays and weekends. Off-leash dogs would use the same grassy area also used by the City's soccer
program and many other park activities, The proposal does NOT include any fence or other buffer between the unleashed dogs and the
two children's playgrounds, picnic tables, adjacent streets, nearby residences, or Permanente Creek.
We, the undersigned, are OPPOSED to the City's proposal to establish unfenced off-leash dog hours at Heritage Oaks Park.

Signatyre

Print Name

Street Address

Los

City

Altos =

LA

Do you visit
Heritage Oaks
Park? Y/N

Do you ever

bring children

to the park? Y/N

Are you a
dog owner?

Yes/No
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and adjacent streets.

PETITION TO THE CITY COUNCIL OF LOS ALTOS

The Los Altos City Council will vote soon on a proposed pilot program for off-leash dog hours at Heritage Oaks Park. Off-leash dogs
would use the same grassy area also used by the City's soccer program and many other recreational and sports activities. The
proposed off-leash hours would create a nuisance and safety risk to children and other park users. The increased number of off-leash
dogs would disturb and displace many park users and park activities, especially during the popular late afternoon and evening hours.
Greater numbers of off-leash dogs would also be a nuisance and a safety risk to pedestrians, joggers, and bicyclists on park trails

The Dog Park Subcommittee of the Parks and Recreation Commission is still working on details of the proposal, but all pctential

modifications would still include off-leash dogs in Heritage Oaks Park.

We, the undersigned, are OPPOSED to the City's proposal to establish off-leash dog hours at Heritage Oaks Park.
Street Address City Do you visit Doyuever | Areyoua
{optional, but at least the name Los Altos = | Heritage Oaks| bringchildren |dog owner?
Signature Print Name of your street is appreciated) LA Park? Y/N |tothepark? Y/N| Yes/No
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and adjacent streets.

PETITION TO THE CITY COUNCIL OF LOS ALTOS

The Los Altos City Council will vote soon on a proposed pilot program for off-leash dog hours at Heritage Oaks Park. Off-eash dogs
would use the same grassy area also used by the City's soccer program and many other recreational and sports activities. The
proposed off-leash hours would create a nuisance and safety risk to children and other park users. The increased number of off-leash
dogs would disturb and displace many park users and park activities, especially during the popular late afternoon and evening hours.

Greater numbers of off-leash dogs would also be a nuisance and a safety risk to pedestrians, joggers, and bicyclists on park trails

The Dog Park Subcommittee of the Parks and Recreation Commission is still working on details of the proposal, but all petential

modifications would still include off-leash dogs in Heritage Oaks Park.
We, the undersigned, are OPPOSED to the City's proposal to establish off-leash dog hours at Heritage Oaks Park.

Street Address City Doyouvisit | Doywuever | Areyoua
{optional, but at least the name Los Altos = | Heritage Oaks| bringchildren |dog owner?
Signature Print Name of your street is appreciated) LA Park? Y/N |tothepark? Y/N| Yes/No
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and adjacent streets.

PETITION TO THE CITY COUNCIL OF LOS ALTOS

The Los Altos City Council will vote soon on a proposed pilot program for off-leash dog hours at Heritage Oaks Park. Off-leash dogs
would use the same grassy area also used by the City's soccer program and many other recreational and sports activities. The
proposed off-leash hours would create a nuisance and safety risk to children and other park users. The increased number of off-leash
dogs would disturb and displace many park users and park activities, especially during the popular late afternoon and evening hours.

Greater numbers of off-leash dogs would also be a nuisance and a safety risk to pedestrians, joggers, and bicyclists on park trails

The Dog Park Subcommittee of the Parks and Recreation Commission is still working on details of the proposal, but all potential
modifications would still include off-leash dogs in Heritage Oaks Park.
We, the undersigned, are OPPOSED to the City's proposal to establish off-leash dog hours at Heritage Oaks Park.

Signature

Street Address City Do you visit Doyouever | Areyoua
(optional, but at least the name Los Altos = | Heritage Oaks| bring children | dog owner?
Print Name of your street is appreciated) LA Park? Y/N |tothe park? Y/N| Yes/No
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and adjacent streets.

PETITION TO THE CITY COUNCIL OF LOS ALTOS

The Los Altos City Council will vote soon on a proposed pilot program for off-leash dog hours at Heritage Oaks Park. Off-leash dogs
would use the same grassy area also used by the City's soccer program and many other recreational and sports activities. The
proposed off-leash hours would create a nuisance and safety risk to children and other park users. The increased number of off-leash
dogs would disturb and displace many park users and park activities, especially during the popular late afternoon and evening hours.

Greater numbers of off-leash dogs would also be a nuisance and a safety risk to pedestrians, joggers, and bicyclists on park trails

The Dog Park Subcommittee of the Parks and Recreation Commission is still working on details of the proposal, but all potential
modifications would still include off-leash dogs in Heritage Oaks Park.
We, the undersigned, are OPPOSED to the City's proposal to establish off-leash dog hours at Heritage Oaks Park.
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PETITION TO THE CITY COUNCIL OF LOS ALTOS

The Los Altos City Council will vote soon on a proposed pilot program for off-leash dog hours at Heritage Oaks Park. Off-leash dogs
would use the same grassy area also used by the City's soccer program and many other recreational and sports activities. The
proposed off-leash hours would create a nuisance and safety risk to children and other park users. The increased number of off-leash
dogs would disturb and displace many park users and park activities, especially during the popular late afternoon and evening hours.
Greater numbers of off-leash dogs would also be a nuisance and a safety risk to pedestrians, joggers, and bicyclists on park trails

and adjacent streets.

The Dog Park Subcommittee of the Parks and Recreation Commission is still working on details of the proposal, but all potential
modifications would still include off-leash dogs in Heritage Oaks Park.

We, the undersigned, are OPPOSED to the City's proposal to establish off-leash dog hours at Heritage Oaks Park.

Street Address City Doyouvisit | Doyouever | Areyoua
(optional, but at least the name Los Altos = | Heritage Oaks| bring children | dog owner?
Signature Print Name of your street is appreciated) LA Park? Y/N |tothepark? Y/N| Yes/No
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and adjacent streets.

PETITION TO THE CITY COUNCIL OF LOS ALTOS

The Los Altos City Council will vote soon on a proposed pilot program for off-leash dog hours at Heritage Oaks Park. Off-leash dogs
would use the same grassy area also used by the City's soccer program and many other recreational and sports activities. The
proposed off-leash hours would create a nuisance and safety risk to children and other park users. The increased number of off-leash
dogs would disturb and displace many park users and park activities, especially during the popular late afternoon and evening hours.

Greater numbers of off-leash dogs would also be a nuisance and a safety risk to pedestrians, joggers, and bicyclists on park trails

The Dog Park Subcommittee of the Parks and Recreation Commission is still working on details of the proposal, but all potential
modifications would still include off-leash dogs in Heritage Oaks Park.
We, the undersigned, are OPPOSED to the City's proposal to establish off-leash dog hours at Heritage Oaks Park.

Signature

Street Address City Doyou visit | Doyouever | Areyoua

(optional, but at least the name Los Altos = | Heritage Oaks| bring children | dog owner?
Print Name of your street is appreciated) LA Park? Y/N |tothe park? Y/N| Yes/No
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Opposition to Off-Leash Dog Hours Proposal at Heritage Oaks Park
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Casey Richardson

From: L Roth

Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 9:49 PM
To: Donna Legge; council@losaltos.gov
Subject: Dog Parks for Los Altos

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Hello -

I am sending you this note to let you know that | support the off-leash pilot program for dog parks in Los Altos. | am
surprised that Los Altos cannot find a way to share green space with Dogs. There are a number of parks and fields in Los
Altos that can be shared with dogs and dog owners that are currently not being shared and are not being used by others.
Especially in light of the fact that schools are not currently open.

-Leah Roth
Los Altos Resident



Casey Richardson

From: Susan Kearney

Sent: Tuesday, September 1, 2020 4:28 PM

To: Donna Legge

Subject: YES on Los Altos Off-leash Dog Park Pilot

Los Altos Parks & Recreation Commission

Attn: Donna Legge, Recreation & Community Service Director
DLegge@losaltosca.gov

(650) 947-2889

Dear Ms. Legge,

On behalf of the Los Altos Parks and Recreation Commission, please accept this email in support of an
off-leash dog park pilot program. | am a Los Altos resident who would very much like to see our city set
aside hours during which dogs are permitted to be off-leash at designated public parks, e.g., Heritage
Oaks Park and Hillview baseball field. Our family has walked our dogs the few blocks to Heritage Oaks
Park for 20+ years and in my experience, most of the dogs there are been well-behaved. Their owners
are extremely conscientious about picking up after them and controlling them around other park users
and residents. Since the city started stricter enforcement at Heritage Oaks, a group of us dog owners
who used to meet there now routinely drive to Mt. View parks to exercise our dogs. This not only takes
unfair advantage of the goodwill of neighboring cities, it limits our children’s dog walking and
simultaneously defeats our environmental stewardship goals.

Los Altos has a population of 30,000+ residents, and according to animal control analyses*, 35% of its
households have dogs. To my knowledge, despite having thousands of resident dogs, Los Altos does not
allow off-leash dogs in a single public location. Not one. | know of no other way to socialize dogs
properly than to allow them to interact off-leash. It seems to me that the city puts itself at risk

of increasing its poorly socialized (fearful/aggressive) dog population, simply by not allowing times and
places for off-leash play.

| understand that a small group of nearby Heritage Oaks Park neighbors strongly oppose off-leash hours
at the park. | believe that the situations they fear—possible noise, parking and traffic disruption,
student safety, park maintenance, occasional trespassing on residential property—already exist and,
realistically, are consistent with the intended uses of a public park, including sports, community use and
family gatherings. While we want to be sensitive to neighbors’ concerns, it’s important to keep in mind
that parks are community spaces for the public at large, not extensions of private property for the few
lucky enough to live nearby.

It’s time for Los Altos to step up to its civic responsibilities and to do what surrounding cities and most
American communities do, namely, make off-leash accommodations in public spaces for their

dogs. Small cities and towns all over the country have figured out how to manage associated

liability. It should not be a criminal offense, punishable by citations and hefty fines, simply to allow
one’s well-behaved dog to play off-leash in a designated park. |encourage the Parks & Recreation
Commission to take into serious account the numerous Los Altos residents who own dogs and favor off-
leash park hours and spaces for proper dog socialization.

Please vote Yes and recommend to the City Council that this pilot program move forward.



Respectfully,

Susan Kearney
1335 Sunrise Ct
Los Altos

*Cited in Los Altos Town Crier, 12 Feb 2020, “Workshops on Los Altos dog parks, off-leash hours set to
begin.”



Casey Richardson

From: Jessica Norris

Sent: Thursday, September 3, 2020 2:12 PM

To: Donna Legge; City Council

Subject: Letter of support for the off-leash pilot program at Heritage Oaks Park

Dear Los Altos City Council and Parks and Recreation Commission,

I am writing to voice my support for the off-leash pilot program at Heritage Oaks Park and urge the Parks and Recreation
Commission to approve the pilot proposal and for the City Council to vote in favor of it.

I have called Los Altos my home town since 1982. I attended Egan Junior High and graduated from Los Altos High
School. I feel fortunate to be raising my children in Los Altos as my husband and I bought a home in south Los Altos in
2008 which we since sold, and moved to our current location on Dartmouth Lane.

Our current home backs up to Portland Ave and is across from Heritage Oaks Park (HOP). When we bought the house we
were excited to be so close to a park with the two playground areas, a large field of green grass and a creek.

We were even more thrilled to be so close to HOP when we welcomed our first family dog, almost 5 % years ago. While
we occasionally used the park before, we became daily users of HOP to exercise our dog. And with that, we met a diverse
group of neighbors from various backgrounds and different ages who would meet regularly to exercise their dogs.

We befriended these neighbors we otherwise would not have met and formed a community that provides friendship and
support for both the dogs and their owners.

As off-leash hours are now vigorously enforced at HOP, many Los Altos residents, including the group that used to meet
at HOP are forced to go to Mountain View to use their parks for off-leash hours.

There are many benefits to a community in having off-leash hours. In addition to strengthening the community bond,
research shows exercising a dog off leash is beneficial to the dog. Please see the following

from http://www.nycoffleash.com/html/FAQ.htm: “ Scientific studies show that dog behavior when a dog is on-leash
tends to be more aggressive, more territorial, and more anti-social towards people and other dogs. When dogs are
allowed time off-leash, studies show that they are far more social towards people and other dogs, considerably less
aggressive, bark less, bite less, and tend to have far less neurotic behavior than dogs who get no off-leash exercise.”

With so many dog owners in Los Altos, it is unreasonable that dog owners cannot let dogs off leash in a designated area
and share the park for a small amount of time. With the limited availability of park space in Los Altos, both dog owners
and non-dog owners should be able to enjoy and share this scarce resource. A majority of towns that are similar to Los
Altos, have successfully implemented an off-leash program or have a designated dog park.

I understand that some neighbors near HOP are objecting to the pilot program. While I do not know all the reasons, 1
believe that the current proposal is very reasonable and should address the valid concerns. I would like to add that if there
is a concern about noise or traffic, I suspect that under the current proposal, there would be no more noise and there would
be less traffic at HOP than that which occurs from the soccer practices and soccer games that are held at

HOP. Furthermore, based on my observation from my close proximity to HOP, the park is rarely crowded during the
week, which is when the off-leash hours would occur under the proposal. Finally, based on my experience of visiting
many off-leash parks, owners that let their dogs off leash assume responsibility for their dog and are willing to uphold the
rules and restrictions in place to ensure an enjoyable and safe experience for all dogs, owners and other park goers.

Please vote in favor of the off-leash pilot program at HOP and enrich and strengthen the Los Altos community even
further.



Sincerely,

Jessica Norris
1000 Dartmouth Lane Los Altos









Casey Richardson

From: Linda & Steve Folkman

Sent: Thursday, September 3, 2020 3:26 PM

To: City Council; Donna Legge

Subject: OFF-LEASH DOG PARK RESOLUTION NEEDED
Hello,

I am one of the many dog owners within the City of Los Altos and I am writing to you regarding the need
for approved places where dogs and owners can meet. A number of months ago, the Parks and
Recreation Department, acknowledging that there is a need for spaces where dogs can play, asked for
community input and came up with recommendations, notably off leash hours at Hillview Baseball Field
and Heritage Oaks Park. Since that time, the project has stalled.

Despite this, the need for areas were dogs can play is just as strong as ever- and maybe more so. With
the pandemic, more people have welcomed dogs into their homes.

I'd like to highlight that the need for these spaces is not just for the dogs - it is for the humans too. All of
the owners who gather each day have formed a community. In many cases, had we not had dogs, we
would not have met. And now we have become not only neighbors, but friends. And we are friends who
come from different backgrounds, ethnicities, countries, age demographics, career paths.... What we
have in common are our dogs and a deep appreciation for being part of a community of friendly and kind
people. This is a situation that we should all value and foster.

With all of this in mind, it is surprising to me that Los Altos has not already taken steps to implement the
Parks and Recreation Commission's recommendation. Instead, what we have are threats of tickets if
owners meet with their dogs, even during times when the fields are not in use. And for what? To keep
fields sitting empty?

Our neighbors, Mountain View and Palo Alto have somehow managed to create dog friendly areas. Los
Altos can do the same. In my view, the simplest approach is to move forward with the Parks and
Recreation Department's recommendation. Let's give it a try-

Heritage Oaks and Hillview-
Off leash hours 8am (or 9)-10am and 5pm-7pm each day

As in most things, there needs to be a balance among those parties with an interest in these fields. If the
Hillview field is needed for baseball, baseball will have priority during these afternoon hours, and the off-
leash hours can be shifted to an earlier time in the afternoon.

I would appreciate a response to this email and support in resolving this issue. I would also welcome
meeting with anyone involved in the decision making process.

With appreciation,
Linda Folkman





