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Casey Richardson

From: Chris Jordan
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 1:25 PM
To: Donna Legge
Subject: Fwd: Bocce Ball at Grant Park

 

Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: carolovelman   
Date: August 27, 2020 at 1:03:10 PM PDT 
To: City Council <council@losaltosca.gov> 
Cc:   
Subject: Bocce Ball at Grant Park 

 Hi 
 
The people who live in the Grant Park neighborhood DO NOT WANT a bocce ball court that would take 
away from their small green space area at Grant Park. Los Altos already has a boche ball court at 
Hillview. This is a very small neighborhood park and we like our green space. 
 
We DO need the kitchen upgraded (shut down by public health), buildings renovated and basketball 
court renovated. 
 
The amount of land wanted by this small 'elite' group, just because they are donating money, is 
shameful and unethical. 
 
We need a master plan and a survey of the neighborhood for major renovations to our park (which 
bocce ball would be). Sure, upgrade our park, but not with something that will take away green space to 
our small park. 
 
Note: a recent NextDoor survey shows 80% of the neighbors do not want boche ball at our small park.  
 
Regards, 
 
Carol Ovelman 

 
Resident since 1981 
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Casey Richardson

From: Ess Arr
Sent: Tuesday, September 1, 2020 10:21 AM
To: City Council; Los Altos Parks & Recreation Commission
Subject: Grant Park Bocce Ball: OPPOSE

Council, PARCommission 

 

Count this email as a vote AGAINST the plan to alter Grant Park for bocce or pickle ball etc.   

 

/s 
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Casey Richardson

From: Vimal 
Sent: Tuesday, September 1, 2020 10:21 AM
To: Los Altos Parks & Recreation Commission; City Council
Subject: Bocce Ball Court at Grant Park

Hi there, 
 
I am a resident of Grant Park living on Newcastle Dr.  I recently heard about the Bocce Ball court development proposal 
at Grant Park.  Is there more information / plans that you could share with me so as to get an idea of how it will look 
like? 
 
I am very much in favour of keeping as much open green space as possible at Grant Park for a few reasons: 
 
‐ It's not a very large park compared to nearby ones like Cuesta park 
‐ Green space is very versatile and can be used for multiple activities.  I frequently walk / run around the park, and I see 
residents and visitors using it for: a picnic spot just enjoying the views, frisbee, cricket (yes!), a dog playground, 
volleyball, etc. 
‐ It doesn't cost anything to keep it as is. 
 
I am opposed to bocce ball court for a few reasons: 
‐ It will remove open green areas 
‐ It can only be used for bocce ball play and will limit other interesting and fun activities 
‐ This will set a precedent to have more one‐off uses in the park.  Why not a tennis court?  Why not a squash 
court?  Why not a cricket pitch?  Why not a volleyball court?   Why not a place for a small baseball pitch at one 
corner?  Why not a running track around the centre field?  What about the green space near the parking lot? 
 
While it's important to take resident's wishes and cater to many, it would be great if the proposals consider the diversity 
of the community and how they all value the park. 
 
Having said that, it's plausible that many fears and concerns of the community might not be valid or can be addressed, 
so having a detailed proposal would go a long way to address many concerns. 
 
thanks, 
‐‐  
Vimal 

 
1939 Newcastle Dr 
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Casey Richardson

From: Nicole Goodwin 
Sent: Thursday, August 20, 2020 8:32 PM
To: Donna Legge
Subject: Bocce Court at Grant Park

Dear Donna, 
 
I am writing to voice my opposition to a bocce court in Grant park.  I live on Newcastle drive near the entrance to Grant 
Park and walk through the park almost daily. Pre‐COVID, I met there quite regularly with friends and LOVE the Grant 
Park concerts.  It is such a wonderful community asset.  The green space makes it a beautiful place to spend time.   I 
have enjoyed years and years of fun at Grant Park since my 19 and 17 year old were born.  They still go to play pick‐up 
basketball, soccer or just meet up with friends (pre‐covid).  When the soccer fields are being used by the local clubs, the 
ONLY grass area for any other play is by the basketball courts.  PLEASE don't take away any of this space with bocce ball 
courts.  They WILL NOT get used near as much as the grass area.  There is one on private property in the 
neighborhood already and I have seen someone using it ONCE and I walk every day.  I believe there is also significant 
maintenance involved to eliminate weeds, maintain the surface and keep it level.   
 
Thank you for your time, 
 
Nicole Goodwin 
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Casey Richardson

From: The Pytels 
Sent: Thursday, August 20, 2020 9:06 PM
To: Donna Legge
Subject: Proposed Grant Park Bocce Ball courts - no thank you. 

Dear Ms. Legge, 
I found your name as a point of contact regarding an upcoming proposal for a proposed plan for bocce ball courts in the 
corner grassy area of Grant Park. I would like to voice my opinion of opposing this proposal.  
We have lived in the Grant Park area for 13 years. My children grew up in that park and I walk my dogs thru there 
several times per week. This park is great although probably a little dated. I led Girl Scout meetings for 6 years in the 
classrooms of the building.  
The area where the courts are being proposed is very serene and peaceful. It is an area you can be and not have your 
child run off!  I constantly see small children with their parents in that area or (pre pandemic) in organized sports 
classes. It’s delightful and I believe to replace this area with courts would take away the tranquility it offers.  
 
I’m also not sure who would maintain courts like these. They have to be leveled and weeded constantly otherwise they 
become useless.  
Thank you for the opportunity to voice my opinion on this matter.  
Sincerely, 
Diane Pytel  
1965 Colleen Dr 

 
 
May is PKU awareness month. Hug a PKUer! 
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Casey Richardson

From: Dee Miller 
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2020 3:19 PM
To: Donna Legge
Cc: City Council; ; Casey Richardson
Subject: [External Sender]Re: Bocce Ball at Grant Park

thank you Donna, for your your prompt response. I walked through Grant Park again this morning and took a look with 
the idea of bocce courts in mind. There certainly seem to be several locations available that do not back up to residential 
housing, and there is obviously ample space available. I do hope the Park and Rec team and the council find a way to 
include bocce courts!  thanks! dee 
 
 

On Aug 20, 2020, at 1:10 AM, Donna Legge <dlegge@losaltosca.gov> wrote: 
 
Dee, thank you for your email. As background, the City was offered a donation of $50,000 ($30,000 from 
The Legacies, $20,000 from the Rotary Endowment Fund) to build two bocce ball courts at Grant Park. 
The City has a Donation Policy that any contribution made to the City to be of value greater than 
$10,000, the acceptance (or not) of the contribution shall be placed upon the agenda of the City Council 
for its consideration. Due to the nature of the donation, staff recommended that the Senior Commission 
and Parks and Recreation Commission (PARC) review the offer and forward a recommendation to City 
Council. 
At its regular meeting of March 2, 2020, the Senior Commission recommended that the bocce ball courts 
be included in a greater Grant Park Master Plan that would include a comprehensive public process to 
ensure that bocce ball was a top interest or priority, or determine if there are other options the public 
would prefer when investing in the park. 
At its July 8, 2020 meeting, the PARC established a Grant Park Master Plan Subcommittee and is 
recommending to facilitate a Grant Park needs assessment prior to the City hiring a designer to draft 
conceptual options based on public input and the consideration of other park amenities that have 
already been identified, scheduled or planned for in the near future. 
Much like the Senior Commission, the PARC has received numerous comments and opposition to the 
proposal. This is due to the limited capacity of the park and current preferred, multi‐flexible uses. In 
addition, no public process was initiated to confirm that bocce ball is desirable over other options. The 
conditional offer from the Legacies ($30,000), is that City Council must accept the offer prior to 
December 31, 2020. If the City does not accept the offer by that date, the offer will expire. The PARC will 
continue its discussion to accept or not accept the donation on September 9, at 7pm. At which time, the 
recommendations from both Commissions will be forwarded to City Council. 
You are welcome to view the recorded virtual PARC meeting on August 12, 2020 and access detail 
information at the link below. We will notice you when the next agenda is posted.  
For more information, go to https://www.losaltosca.gov/parksreccommission/page/parks‐and‐
recreation‐commission‐remote‐webinar‐access‐ringcentral 
 I am also happy to discuss further by phone or a video conference. 
Sincerely, Donna 
Donna Legge, Recreation & Community Services Director 
Parks and Recreation Commission Liaison 
City of Los Altos | 1 N. San Antonio Road | Los Altos, CA 94022 
Office: 650.947.2790 | Direct: 650.947.2889 | dlegge@losaltosca.gov 
<image001.png> 
<image002.png> 
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From: Dee Miller    
Sent: Wednesday, August 19, 2020 6:41 PM 
To: Donna Legge <dlegge@losaltosca.gov>; City Council <council@losaltosca.gov> 
Cc:   
Subject: Bocce Ball at Grant Park 
  
Hello,  
I was very surprised to read in this week’s Town Crier that the Parks and Recreation members could not agree 
on accepting money to build a bocce court at the Grant School location.  Why ever not???  I wasn’t aware it 
was an option but if it is/was, it seems turning it down is at odds with providing recreation possibilities to the 
residents of Los Altos. 
  
So please help me to understand….it seems to me a major function of the Parks and Recreation Department 
is to find ways to aid and encourage recreation.  Putting bocce courts at Grant Park might have innumerable 
pluses for the city.  It checks the boxes for games able to be played by all manner of residents in multiple age 
groups, and well designed and situated courts are attractive installations, encouraging socialization and 
recreation. 
  

       Was it the donation that was objectionable or the plan to put in specifically bocce courts at Grant Park? 

  

       Was it that the “residents mostly opposed accepting the donation”? Why? And which residents? Did they 
object to sports courts in general, or to bocce courts specifically? Do they dislike the basketball courts that 
are there? I live in South Los Altos and walk by the park almost daily – was the proposal only given to very 
nearby residents? What about all the rest of us that use the park? 

  

       Was the objection to putting up a plaque from the residents or the Parks and Recreation members?  Is 
putting up a plaque acknowledging a donation to our city not allowed?  

  

       Was being asked to come to a decision by the end of the year an insurmountable deadline? 

  

       Was it because “..we are being asked to do something that is very specific to a small group of people, will 
benefit a small group of people…” ?  

  

       Was it because the old bocce courts were not heavily used?  

  
Some thoughts on the objections as stated in the Town Crier article: 
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       Parks and recreational activities generally DO meet only some needs of only some specific groups of people, 
often small groups ‐ that’s why we have a multitude of recreational activities available for the residents of Los 
Altos.  

  

       Why not add Bocce? The city erects and maintains tennis courts that benefit just a specific group of people. 
The city maintains baseball and soccer fields that likewise, benefit specific groups of people. The basketball 
courts at Grant receive use from only a very small group of people, maybe the nearby residents? I don’t play 
basketball or baseball, or soccer but think it's wonderful to have the courts and fields available in our city for 
those who do. The buildings at Grant Park were available for use by very specific groups of people, 
addressing educational, recreational and social interests of different kinds.  

  

       Are there no other locations in our city that carry acknowledgments of those who generously made 
donations?  

  
While I was not present at the meeting, and so did not hear the arguments, it seems this might be a win‐win 
for Los Altos ‐ a generous infusion of cash resulting in a value‐add installation and a wonderful addition to the 
recreational activities available to us.  The game is easily played by beginners as well as long‐time players.  It’s 
fun for old and young. Social distancing is easy. Equipment required is not extensive.  It can be a very 
attractive addition to a park. Why ever then not????  
  
I look forward to hearing from you. Thanks!   Dee Miller 
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Casey Richardson

From: Frank Martin 
Sent: Saturday, August 15, 2020 1:44 PM
To: Donna Legge; Roberta Phillips; Pat Marriott; Nancy Phillips; Frank Martin
Subject: Re: PARC Handbook

Donna, 
  
Please pass these documents on to the parks and recreation commissioners. 
  
I think any commissioner’s interpretation that the commissioners must accept donor money because of 
the handbook and donor policy is completely wrong. 
  
And stating that donors will be insulted if we refuse their donation will discourage other donations is an 
opinion not supported by any facts presented during the discussion. All you need to do is ask LACI 
whether it is normal for a donor to insist on constraints for a specific location at a specific park with a hard 
deadline. Not to mention that Stanford turned down an Arrillaga offer for 100% of the funds to update Maple 
Pavilion [$10-25 million] because of strings attached. This has not stopped the same donor from offering other 
donations. 
  
Reading the handbook take of the following paragraph: 
  
"As appointees of the City Council, members of Commissions are public officials and are appointed to 
represent all residents of the City, not individual organizations or special interest groups. Care should be 
taken to ensure that viewpoints expressed as public officials are consistent with City Council policy and 
the position of the majority of the Commission. Minority opinions are allowed but Commissioners should 
support actions taken by a majority of the Commission. Individuals should consult with their staff liaison 
regarding matters in which they may be construed as representing the City." 
  
And take a look at the donation policy which I might say is too vague and needs to be revised to better protect 
public interests: 
  
"gifts/donations must be compatible with a public purpose and City plans, policies, programs, and 
practices" 

1.     Aren’t King Lear and the Legacies Foundation and Rotary Club the very definition of 
privileged special interest groups? Why are you allowing King Lear to bully Grant Park Bocce Ball 
forward for his group’s $20,000 donation with a deadline that cannot be me if normal city policies and 
practices are followed? Are you aware that Lear intends to go directly to city council with his 
demands and insist that Lynette Eng recues herself from a vote? Are you going to let him get away 
with this? Who among you will now go to council and object as a resident? 

2.     Are any commissioners representing the residents if they recommend accepting the donation 
knowing there is strong opposition expressed in emails but more importantly not taking steps to 
either valid these facts or not like for example the dog park and off leash hour pilot program that 
you have achieved? Simply hearing one commissioner state “we get emails all the time from a vocal 
minority” is insulting to residents like me. It gives me the impression that this person does not respect or 
want resident input. 
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3.     Because I presume that the city council and parks and recreation commission have agreed to 
develop a Grant Plan Master Plan and under normal policies and practices public input is now 
required how can you make any recommendation that does not acknowledge this need? 

4.     How is it possible for any commissioner to argue that the only possible recommendation to 
pass to city council is to accept the Bocce Ball donation without this due process. I see nothing 
written in the donor policy that ties your hands so you must approve of the donation even if you 
do not agree with having Grant Park Bocce Ball. 

5.     How is possible to remain deadlocked when the obvious recommendation would be to defer 
Bocce Ball until facts can be gathered to support the need to have 2 parks with Bocce Ball and 
knowing whether residents support Bocce Ball or not or whether there we should take away this 
prime play space from residents or consider other programs with higher usage that do not even 
require taking away play grass space. 

6.     There are only 26 Hillview Bocce Ball users that use their courts 56 times each week. But, there
are very many residents that use the grass play grass area – especially when soccer is being played.
I also find it insulting to hear a commissioner say: “I have no problem giving up this grass area because 
“it is mostly used for dogs to piss on”. Once again this same commissioner is expressing an opinion that 
is inappropriate and an insult to residents. 

7.     How can you ignore the final recommendation from the Senior Commission to consider the 
possibility of Bocce Ball as you develop the Grant Park Master Plan even though they support this 
idea? Even these commissioners know it is wrong to create Grant Park Bocce Ball courts without 
any public input or consideration of higher needs or priorities. 

The obvious recommendation to pass to city council is to fall back to the recommendation put forth by 
commissioners Spielman, Morris, and Daly to consider Bocce Ball only after gathering valid resident 
input about possible Grant Park program choices or changes during the Master Plan process that is open 
to the public  and whether it includes Bocce Ball or not. 

My final question is do you represent King Lear or residents like myself. I have real ownership for Grant 
Park because I worked with founder Cindy Andrews to save this land and buildings from developers. If 
this open shared play space is lost for Bocce Ball it can never be replaced. I feel totally abandoned by 
some of you! 
  
Thanks for listening. 
  
Frank Martin 
  
Ps – For what is worth your subcommittee should be formed to create a Grant Park Master plan without the use 
of consultants. If one is needed, there are many residents with expertise that could be asked to volunteer as an 
expert contributor. This is the process that Saratoga used to update their Senior-Community Center at no cost to 
taxpayers. 
  

 
On Fri, Aug 14, 2020 at 6:07 PM Donna Legge <dlegge@losaltosca.gov> wrote: 

Hi Frank. Here is the link to the Commissioner Handbook. I also attached Donation Policy.  
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https://www.losaltosca.gov/sites/default/files/fileattachments/commissions and committees/page/39281/2017 com
mission handbook.pdf 

  

We will get you names early next week. Thanks, Donna 

  

From: Frank Martin   
Sent: Friday, August 14, 2020 4:37 PM 
To: Donna Legge <dlegge@losaltosca.gov> 
Subject: PARC Handbook 

  

Donna, 

  

Can you send me a link to the handbook? or the handboor in pdf form? 

  

After talking to Roberta I believe that commissioner Weinberg cherry picked the handbook interpretation. When I was 
chair of the senior commission we clearly had the right to represent our constituents. If I were on the council I would 
want to know if the residents strongly object to Bocce Ball regardless of the handbook. The donor policy requires that 
the donation is consistent with the master plan for example. 

  

Please send it you can. 

  

And the names of the people that spoke out Wednesday and/or listened in. 

  

Thanks, 

Frank 
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Casey Richardson

From: Mike Menning 
Sent: Sunday, August 16, 2020 3:42 PM
To: Donna Legge
Subject: Bocce Ball Courts at Grant park ( NOT )

Hi Donna, 
 
I'm writing this note to discourage the implementation of Bocce Ball courts at Grant  
Park. My family and friends currently use Grant Park for activities and even now we  
find that we often have difficulty finding an open space for children's play when the 
soccer field is in use as it occupies a very large portion of the park area.  The proposed  
location of the Bocce Ball courts, next to the basketball courts,  is a prime location within  
the park and would further subtract from the space available for use by the children. While  
the Bocce Ball courts are being championed by a very vocal group of supporters, their  
numbers are actually much smaller than advertised. A better location for Bocce Ball courts  
would be at nearby Marymeade Park at the corner of Grant Road and Fremont Avenue. That  
park has a large grassy area in the shade that is underutilized and would be a better fit than  
Grant Park.  
 
Thank you for your consideration - Mike Menning 
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Casey Richardson

From: Donna Legge
Sent: Sunday, August 16, 2020 10:33 PM
To: Los Altos Parks & Recreation Commission
Subject: FW: Please do not put in a Bocce ball court at Grant Park.  

Chair Lindermeier and Commissioners, please see email below regarding Bocce Ball. 
 
Sincerely, Donna 
 

From: Laura Cline    
Sent: Sunday, August 16, 2020 7:34 PM 
To: Donna Legge <dlegge@losaltosca.gov> 
Subject: Please do not put in a Bocce ball court at Grant Park.  
 
Please, pease, keep all the green turf that we already have and the existing basketball goals for the kids.  
 
Thank you. Laura Cline 
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Casey Richardson

From: Vicki Headley 
Sent: Friday, August 14, 2020 9:55 AM
To: Donna Legge
Subject: Grant Park Bocce Ball

Please do NOT take away our green space at Grant Park.  It is used by our community all the time when there is not a 
pandemic.  Kids use it for soccer, open air band concerts, and general playing with family and friends.  Bocce Ball is 
generally used by old people only ( I am 76) and they should not be able to command the limited green space that is 
available to all. 
Sincerely, 
Vicki Headley 
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Casey Richardson

From: Lianne Thompson 
Sent: Thursday, August 13, 2020 1:19 PM
To: Donna Legge
Subject: Bocce Ball at Grant Park

Hello Donna,  
My name is Lianne Thompson and I am a resident of Los Altos and live near Grant Park. I am writing to you to 
share feedback about the proposed Bocce Ball courts at Grant Park. Myself and my husband do not see any 
value in adding the courts to this location. This is a young and vibrant neighborhood. The park is used by so 
many young families and professionals to exercise, play with their children and walk their dogs, bocce isn't 
even remotely on the list of things that could be added to improve usability. The reality is that the neighborhood 
is going through change and there are not many senior residents that are in the neighborhood any longer.  I find 
it interesting that we haven't received a survey, as locals, about how we would like to see the park space 
utilized.  Shouldn't  that be the first step rather than randomly added a bocce court that won't be used by the 
majority. We personally would like to see a fenced in dog run added. There are so many dogs in the 
neighborhood that this would better utilize the space.  
I appreciate you takin this feedback under consideration.  
Regards 
Lianne & Craig Thompson 
1925 Kay Drive 
Los Altos, CA 




