
02/03/2020 Correspondence Packet:

All Citizen Emails Received
Post-01/08/2020 Parks and Recreation 

Commission Meeting



From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Donna Legge 

Monday, January 13, 2020 9:24 AM 

Pat Marriott; Los Altos Parks & Recreation Commission 

RE: dog park survey 

Good morning Pat. Thank you for the information. The Commission is aware of the 2018 survey as well as a number of 

methods for soliciting public input on the dog parks and off-leash hours concept. 

We will not be initiating a survey at this time. However, the Senior Commission may consider a survey fir the proposed 

Bocce Ball project. Either way, the option is helpful. 

Thank you. Donna 

Donna Legge 

City of Los Altos 

Recreation & Community Services Director 
Office: 650.947 .2889 

-------- Original message--------

From: Pat Marriott 

Date: 1/10/20 4:02 PM (GMT-08:00) 

To: Los Altos Parks & Recreation Commission 

Cc: Donna Legge  

Subject: RE: dog park survey 

Related items in this agenda: 

Meeting Information 

Agenda: 

PARC Special Agenda 10/16/2019 (135 KB) 

Supporting Documents 

Item 1: PARC draft minutes 9/11/2019 (115 KB) 

Item 2: Play Share Company presentation (106 KB) 

Item 2 Attachment: Play Share Company presentation (2 MB) 

Item 4: Off-Leash Dog Park pilot program report (159 KB) 

Item 4 Attachment A: Summary of Dog Park Survey (872 KB) 

Item 4 Attachment B: 9/5/2018 Subcommittee Report (160 KB) 

Item 4 Attachment C: 2/12/2019 City Council Report &Subcommittee Report (157 KB) 
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Item 4 Attachment D: Hillview Off-Leash Rules (101 KB) 

Item 4 Attachment E: Heritage Oaks Off-Leash Rules (100 KB) 

Item 4 Attachment F: City of Los Altos Municipal Code 05.08.010 (35 KB) 

Item 4 Off-Leash Dog Park pilot program presentation (2 MB) 

Item 6: Informational Items (132 KB) 

From: Pat Marriott 
Sent: Friday, January 10, 2020 4:01 PM 
To: parcommission@losaltosca.gov 
Cc: Donna Legge 
Subject: dog park survey 

All, 

I'm not sure why the dog park discussion has been going on for about 2 years, but I'm told there was some 

mention of doing a survey or having charrettes (god forbid!) to get resident input. 

Some of you may not be aware that the city did a survey in March 2018. Results are at 

https://www.losaltosca.gov/sites/default/files/fileattachments/parks and recreation commission/meeting/4 

7985/item 4 - attachment a - 2018 03-19 dog activity survey summary.pdf 

Maybe this doesn't provide all the answers you're looking for, but it's a start. It was done using Open City Hall, 

so I assume a follow-up - if needed - could be done using the same method. 

Pat Marriott 
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Casey Richardson

From: Donna Legge 

Sent: Monday, January 27, 2020 9:30 AM 

To: 

Cc: 

Los Altos Parks & Recreation Commission 

Trevor Marsden 

Subject: 

Attachments: 

FW: WORKSHOP IDEAS 

PARC OPTIONS final.docx 

Chair Yeh and Commissioners, please find email and attached ideas from Frank Martin, related to the dog park 

workshops. 

Sincerely, Donna 

From: Frank Martin 

Sent: Friday, January 10, 2020 5:26 PM 

To: Donna Legge 

Subject: WORKSHIP IDEAS 

Donna, 

I think I am misled about ADA needs for off-leash hours so have made what I hope is the final change to the enclosed 

document. 

Let me add that off-leash hours should be our highest priority. 

Frank 
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Casey Richardson

From: Donna Legge 

Sent: Monday, January 27, 2020 9:38 AM 

To: 
Cc: 

Los Altos Parks & Recreation Commission 

Trevor Marsden 

Subject: 

Attachments: 

RE: WORKSHOP IDEAS 

PARC OPTIONS final.docx 

All, Frank want to make sure I forwarded this email as well. 

From: Frank Martin 

Sent: Friday, January 10, 2020 2:30 PM 

To: Donna Legge 

Subject: NEW WORKSHOP OPTIONS 

Donna, 

Please forward the enclosed document that outlines options that residents from Lincoln Park, McKenzie Park, and Grant 

Park that have spoken at PARC meetings want to be added to the workshop. We are working towards gaining 

widespread support among at least 100 residents - mostly dog owners. 

I offer these ideas to increase the odds for getting the widespread community support for off-leash hours and dedicated 

fenced dog parks and then approved by council. 

I welcome comments from our commissioners and am willing to meet with anyone over coffee to have a conversation if 

so desired. 

Thank you, 

Frank Martin 

From: Donna Legge 

Sent: Monday, January 27, 2020 9:30 AM 

To: Los Altos Parks & Recreation Commission <PARCommission@losaltosca.gov> 

Cc: Trevor Marsden 

Subject: FW: WORKSHOP IDEAS 

Chair Yeh and Commissioners, please find email and attached ideas from Frank Martin, related to the dog park 

workshops. 

Sincerely, Donna 

From: Frank Martin 

Sent: Friday, January 10, 2020 5:26 PM 

To: Donna Legge

Subject: WORKSHIP IDEAS 

Donna, 
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From: Donna Legge 
Sent: Monday, January 13, 2020 5:58 PM 
To: 

Subject: 

Los Altos Parks & Recreation Commission 
FW: LOS ALTOS OFF-LEASH ORDINANCE 

Chair Yeh and Commissioners, 

Frank requested I forward the email below regarding enforcement by the Palo Alto Animal Control.

Thanks, Donna 

From: Frank Martin 

Sent: Monday, January 13, 2020 3:37 PM 
To: Donna Legge

Subject: Fwd: LOS ALTOS OFF-LEASH ORDINANCE 

Donna, 

I spoke with office Malpe and he has confirmed the fines and also noted they are getting more complaints and now have 

dedicated code enforcement police. This means off-leash dog owners are more likely to be ticketed than before unless 

we take a bold action to make most if not all of our parks dog friendly with off-leash hours. 

Just FYI. Please pass along to commissioners as facts. 

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Animal Control <AnimalControl@cityofpaloalto.org> 

Date: Mon, Jan 13, 2020 at 3:16 PM 
Subject: RE: LOS ALTOS OFF-LEASH ORDINANCE 
To: Frank Martin 

Hi Frank, 

Unfortunately I can not comment (nor have any decision making powers) in the off leash program in Los Altos, and you 
may need to file a formal public record request with either city to obtain a copy of the contract. I would recommend 
contacting the City of Los Altos Parks Dept. to express any concerns. 

However, I have forwarded your email to my contacts in each Cities Parks Dept, and the fine for a muni code violation in 

Los Altos is $100 for the first time violation, $200 for the second, and $500 for the third and every subsequent violation. 

Good luck 
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-cody

Cody Macartney 

Lead Animal Control Officer I Palo Alto Police Dept. 

3281 East Bayshore Road I Palo Alto, CA 94303 

Office: 650.496.5955 (no VM) I 24hr 650.329.2413 

cody.macartney@cityofpaloalto.org I @paloaltoAC 

From: Frank Martin 

Sent: Monday, January 13, 2020 1:15 PM 

To: Animal Control <AnimalControl@CityofPaloAlto.org> 

Subject: LOS ALTOS OFF-LEASH ORDINANCE 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening 

attachments and clicking on links. 

To whom it may concern, 

I am a Los Altos resident and activist concerned about our current policies concerning off-leash hours. 

Can you provide a copy of the ordinance and/or contract you have with Los Altos? 

Most importantly, what is the fine for having a dog off-leash the first time or for repeat offenders? 

Frank Martin 
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From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 

Donna Legge 

Tuesday, January 14, 2020 5:38 PM 

Los Altos Parks & Recreation Commission 

FW: Oppose fenced-in dog park in South Lincoln Park 

Item 4 - Off leash-Fenced-in Dog Park Report.pdf 

Chair Yeh and Commissioners, please find a copy of an email from Brenda Keller and my response below. 

Sincerely, Donna 

From: Donna Legge 

Sent: Tuesday, January 14, 2020 5:36 PM 

To: Brenda Keller, Anita Enander 

Cc: Sally Shreve; Jill Reimann; Jerry Shluker 

Subject: RE: Oppose fenced-in dog park in South Lincoln Park 

Brenda, thank you for your email below regarding your opposition to a fenced-in dog park in South Lincoln Park. I will 

forward your email to the Parks and Recreation Commission (PARC) including the Dog Park Subcommittee. 

The public process for the proposed fenced-in dog parks at Mckenzie Park and South Lincoln Park as well as a pilot 

offleash programs proposed for the Hillview Baseball Field and Heritage Oaks Park will be promoted and noticed to 

neighbors with in the next couple of weeks for the following interactive drop-in scheduled workshops: 

• Wednesday, February 12, 2020 at the Garden House

Workshop #1 = 7 to 8 pm - Informational Presentation will be held at 7 pm 

Workshop #2 = 8 to 9 pm - Informational Presentation will be held at 8 pm 

• Saturday, February 29, 2020 at the Grant Park Multi-purpose Room

Workshop #3 = 10 to 11 am - Informational Presentation will be held at 10 am 

Workshop #4 = 11 am to 12 pm - Informational Presentation will be held at 11 am 

The PARC and staff will be sharing the history, the process, dog park criteria, pros and cons of each location and the 

purpose of the workshops (provide information and solicit input to be considered when formulating a recommendation 

to City Council at a special PARC meeting on March 18 at 7pm). The PARC is also interested in knowing who is interested 

in a dog park or off-leash hours, but not at the specific proposed locations. 

While staff has been preparing an updated staff report, I have attached a copy of the December 11, 2019, staff report 

for your reference. Please let me know if you want the attachments as well. The addition of South Lincoln Park was 

based on interest of a survey conducted in 2018. Please let me know if you have further questions. 

Sincerely, Donna 

Donna Legge I Recreation & Community Services Director 

City of Los Altos Recreation & Community Services 
l North San Antonio Road I Los Altos, CA 94022
Main: (650} 947-2790 I Office: (650) 947-2889 I dlegge@losaltosca.gov

Offices are closed every other Friday: www.losaltosca.gov/adminservices/page/defined-980-friday-offices-closed 
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We Create Community Through People, Parks and Prngmms 

From: Brenda Keller

Sent: Tuesday, January 14, 2020 4:01 PM 

To: Anita Enander; Donna Legge 

Cc: Sally Shreve; Jill Reimann; Jerry Shluker 

Subject: Oppose fenced-in dog park in South Lincoln Park 

TO: Donna Legge PARC Liaison 

Anita Enander, Council member and PARC Liaison 

FROM: Brenda Keller

I am writing to strongly oppose the proposal for a fenced-in dog park in South Lincoln Park. I walk on the Lincoln 

Park sidewalk once or twice a day and have the following concerns about a dog park: 

• The noise. I listen to an audible book when I am walking in the park. I would not be able to hear my book over

the sound of dogs barking. The churches and the organizations that meet at the three churches just off the park

would be impacted by the noise, likely to the point that the lovely choir practices we often hear would be

disrupted.

• The division of dogs/owners and other people. We currently enjoy this park as a place to meet our neighbors

and stop and chat, with and without dogs. A fence would leave less room for neighbors and create an unneeded

barrier.

• Cleanliness/eyesore. I am concerned that there would be a lot of dog poop that would not be picked up.

• Attracting a lot of non-neighbors to our neighborhood. A dog park would serve people outside the

neighborhood, bringing more traffic and noise to the area, thus compromising the neighborhood feel of this

beautiful local open space. One of the best facets of our neighborhood is that we meet our neighbors on the

road to downtown Los Altos. We have been encouraged to walk to downtown rather than drive because the

parking is very limited. It will be less attractive to do so if we feel the park has been invaded by people who do

not live near here and do not have an investment in our neighborhood.

I would ask whose needs would be served by a fenced-in dog park? Not mine, not our local neighborhood. Whose 

concerns are driving this proposal and what is their motivation? Why has there been so little outreach to the 

surrounding community? 

I strongly oppose the dog park. Please respond to my concerns. 

Thank you, 

Brenda Keller  
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Casey Richardson 

From: Donna Legge 

Sent: Tuesday, January 21, 2020 5:32 PM 

To: 

Subject: 

Los Altos Parks & Recreation Commission 

FW: Online Form: Public Records Request 

Chair Yeh and Commissioners, Frank Martin requested that I forward this information to you. 

Sincerely, Donna 

From: Frank Martin

Sent: Tuesday, January 21, 2020 4:48 PM 

To: Donna Legge 

Subject: Fwd: Online Form: Public Records Request 

Donna, 

Please pass this information along to the parks and recreation commissioners. Note that the citations are from the 

police and do not include the Palo Alto Animal Control. 

Thanks for your help. 

Frank 

---------- Forwarded message---------

From: Administration

Date: Thu, Jan 16, 2020 at 2:44 PM 

Subject: RE: Online Form: Public Records Request 

To: Frank Martin 

Hi Frank, 

The number of citations are listed below, but it is unknown if any were 1st, 2nd, or 3rd offense citations. 

- FY 16/17: 19 off leash complaints - no citations issued

- FY 17 /18: 74 off leash complaints - 2 citations issued

- FY 18/19: 96 complaints - 2 citations issued

Aggressive animal complaints are separately categorized: 

- FY 16/17: 6 complaints

- FY 17/18: 14 complaints

- FY 18/19: 6 complaints

Best, 

Administration Offices 

City of Los Altos 

1 N. San Antonio Road 
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Los Altos, CA 94022 

650.947.2720 

administration@losaltosca.gov 

www. losa ltosca .gov 

***NOTICE*** 

City Hall Business Hours: 

Monday- Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. (closed alternate Fridays) 

City Hall Public Counter Hours: 

Monday-Thursday, 7:30 a.m. -12:00 p.m. and 1:00 p.m. -4:30 p.m. 

Friday, 7:30 a.m. -12:00 p.m. and 1:00 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. (closed alternate Fridays) 

Confidentiality Notice: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of intended recipient(s) and 

may contain confidential and protected information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure, or distribution is 

prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by replay e-mail and destroy all copies of 

the original message. 

-----Original Message-----

From: FRANK MARTIN via City of Los Altos California

Sent: Tuesday, January 14, 2020 1:19 PM 

To: Administration

Subject: Online Form: Public Records Request 

Submitted on Tuesday, January 14, 2020 - 1:18pm Submitted by anonymous user: 108.65.77.50 Submitted values are: 

==Contact Information== 

Name: FRANK MARTIN 

Company/Organization: 

COURT City: LOS ALTOS 

State: California 

Zip Code: 94024 

 

Document(s) Requested: 

Please provide data requested below in email form for the last three fiscal years: 

(1) Total Number of off-leash dog complaints? Portion of dog complaints involving aggressive dog behaviors out of this

total if know?

(2) Number of fines in the first offense of what is now $100, second offense ($200), and third offense ($500)?

Copies:
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Casey Richardson 

From: Donna Legge 

Sent: Thursday, January 23, 2020 1 :25 AM 

To: 

Subject: 

Los Altos Parks & Recreation Commission 

FW: Proposed Dog Park 

Chair Yeh and Commissioners, 

Please find email below from a Lincoln Park neighbor who has expressed her concerns. 

Sincerely, Donna 

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Shelia Turner 

Date: Wed, Jan 22, 2020 at 1:45 PM 

Subject: Proposed Dog Park 

To: Donna Legge 

Hi, Donna, 

We would like to go on record with our opposition to the Lincoln dog park proposal. Our house is on Palm Avenue and 

we enjoy walking in the neighborhood with our Golden Retriever. The entire length of the park is a welcome area of 

green in the midst of all the concrete and asphalt plus, it provides a beautiful entrance to our town. With the churches 

and now the possibility of a school the area it is already congested. 

When this issue surfaced a few years ago we attended a council meeting with a group from our neighborhood and made 

our opposition very clear. We thought it was crazy that a person who did not live here had made it her mission in life to 

decide that we needed a dog park. Now we hear that she has personal financial motivations. 

We feel the park is lovely the way it is and that it has huge benefits for all the residents. Over the years we have noticed 

catered parties, picnics, sunbathers, readers sitting on blankets, faHithers and sons playing catch and people just sitting 

on the grass doing nothing. If a dog park is built in the proposed location the ambience of Lincoln Park will totally 

change and only be used by dog owners (we would not use the park for our dog) and lose the attractiveness to the 

remainder of the residents. 

Thank you, 

Shelia and Gary Wimp 
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Casey Richardson 

From: Donna Legge 

Sent: Sunday, January 26, 2020 9:26 PM 

To: 

Subject: 

Los Altos Parks & Recreation Commission 

FW: NO to Dog Park on South Lincoln 

Chair Yeh and Commissioners, please find email below regarding opposition to a dog park in the southern portion of 

Lincoln Park. 

Sincerely, Donna 

From: Virginie Forget 

Sent: Friday, January 24, 2020 5:34 PM 

To: Donna Legge 

Subject: NO to Dog Park on South Lincoln 

Dear Ms. Legge, 

I am writing you so you can forward my remarks to the Commissioners. 

I strongly oppose the construction of a dog park on South Lincoln Park as this would unnecessarily increase an already 

heavily trafficked area. The junction of University and Lincoln is very confusing for many people and at often times cars 

can be found traveling down Lincoln the wrong way. Adding a Dog Park in this area would make matters worse. 

Moreover, Waze is redirecting a lot of traffic from Foothill to our neighborhood increasing traffic and reducing safety in 

our otherwise quiet neighborhood. Not to mention, the fact that we are also dealing with the potential implementation 

of a Chinese School in one of the three churches located in that same street. While increased traffic and reduced safety 

for us, residents of this area, are of great matter, a fenced-in dog park would also restrict half of this open space for the 

exclusive use of those owning a dog. Open space is already limited so why limit it even further? Finally, I oppose financial 

burden that this development would trigger for all of us to accommodate only a few! I am sure these funds could be put 

towards a much better use serving a wider portion of our population. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Virginie Forget 

Resident of Orange Avenue 
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Casey Richardson

From: Donna Legge 

Sent: Friday, January 24, 2020 4:20 PM 

To: 

Subject: 

Los Altos Parks & Recreation Commission 

FW: Lincoln park dog park 

Chair Yeh and Commissioners, 

See email below regarding opposition to a dog park in Lincoln Park. 

Sincerely, Donna 

-----Original Message-----

From: Wendy Reynolds <xskyhag@aol.com> 

Sent: Friday, January 24, 2020 4:11 PM 

To: Donna Legge <dlegge@losaltosca.gov> 

Subject: Lincoln park dog park 

I am a resident of Palm Ave and I am 100% against having a dog park in this green open space. Please pass this message 

on to the commissioners. Thank you Wendy Reynolds 

Palm Ave 

Sent from my iPad 
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Casey Richardson 

From: Donna Legge 

Sent: Sunday, January 26, 2020 9: 17 PM 

To: 

Subject: 

Los Altos Parks & Recreation Commission 

FW: In favor of Los Altos dog park 

Chair Yeh and Commissioners, 

Please see email below regarding support of a dog park in the southern portion of Lincoln Park. 

Sincerely, Donna 

From: Mariette Wharton 

Sent: Friday, January 24, 2020 9:31 PM 

To: Donna Legge 

Subject: In favor of Los Altos dog park 

Hey, Donna, 

I received a notice and survey from people organized to «preserve Los Altos green space.» 

A dog park is in almost every city. It's pretty basic. 

This anti-dog park group is organized and is collecting names and addresses so they will know who supports it and who 

doesn't. Then they can send the survey to only those who don't support it, and then show the council the results. 

Also, I live along University and I hardly ever see people using the proposed green space. Also, a lot of dogs are walked 

in the other Lincoln Park which people use for picnicking and frisbee in' addition to dog walking. I have also seen people 

running barefoot in the park, not realizing how much poop is left behind - even when people try to pick it all up! 

It would be good to have a survey from the city if possible. 

Thanks! 

Mariette 

Mariette Wharton 

https://www. I inked in.com/in/ma riettewha rton 

Managing Director, Change Agent Partners 

www.ChangeAgentPartners.com 

Founder and CEO, NIMBLE 

https://www.nimblemindset.org/ 
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Casey Richardson

From: Donna Legge 

Sent: Sunday, January 26, 2020 4:26 PM 

To: 

Subject: 

Los Altos Parks & Recreation Commission 

FW: Dog park 

Chair Yeh and Commissioners, 

Please see email below regarding opposition to a dog park in the southern portion of Lincoln Park. As requested by Mr. 

Hersey, I have forwarded his email to City Council as well as the Parks and Recreation Commission. 

Sincerely, Donna 

-----Original Message-----

From: Mason Hersey 

Sent: Saturday, January 25, 2020 1:25 PM 

To: Donna Legge 

Subject: Dog park 

Dear Ms. Legge, 

I write to express my dismay at the idea of placing a dog park in South Lincoln Park. As a resident of 16+ years just south 

of the park, my wife and I usually elect to walk downtown to shop at Safeway or De Maritini's, among other stores, both 

for the exercise and to pollute less. Walking past a dedicated dog park (there are anyway dogs in Lincoln Park), would be 

an unfriendly, possibly dangerous and unsanitary experience, and it would effectively eliminate that stretch of sidewalk 

for us, as it would for families with children, and possibly even neighborhood dog owners. 

Because of the park's proximity to Foothill Expressway, the park would be used to capacity by non-residents and would 

become congested and dirty. A serene green space would quickly become a segregated and noisy lot, and church and 

scouting activities, as well as weddings, etc. would be negatively impacted. The parking area and dog run would become 

an area that no locals would want to pass through. We already deal with beer bottles, smoking paraphernalia and trash 

behind our house on Palm Avenue. This would only get worse. 

We all pay taxes in Los Alto to live in a neighborhood notable for good schools, safe streets, and attractive open spaces. 

A dog park in South Lincoln Park would truly ruin the oldest neighborhood in Los Altos (and it is worth noting that an 

idea like this would never be proposed, nor stand a chance, for North Lincoln Park, although it is a wider green strip and 

would impact far fewer residents and no local churches). 

Finally, I feel that this is a hostile move against a charming old quarter of Los Altos, which would force many families to 

bypass the area by car, or detour around it on foot. It will negatively affect property values for blocks around, and the 

effects would spill into the entire community. This is an idea that does not benefit Los Altos. 

Please enter my letter into the record and forward it to the Mayor, City Council, Commisioners, and anyone else who 

has influence on, and interest in, the character of our city. 

Sincerely, 

Mason Hersey 

Palm Avenue, 
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Casey Richardson 

From: Donna Legge 

Sent: Sunday, January 26, 2020 1 :27 PM 
To: 

Subject: 

Los Altos Parks & Recreation Commission 
FW: Lincoln Dog Park 

Chair Yeh and Commissioners, 

See email below regarding opposition to a dog park in Lincoln Park. 

Sincerely, Donna 

Donna Legge 

City of Los Altos 

Recreation & Community Services Director 

Office: 650.947 .2889 

-------- Original message --------

From: Hans Zeller

Date: 1/25/20 9:17 PM (GMT-08:00) 

To: Donna Legge 

Cc: preservelosa ltosgreenspace@yahoo.com 

Subject: Lincoln Dog Park 

Dear Ms. Legge, dear PARC commissioners, 

Please avoid a fenced-in dog park! I hope we can find a solution that lets everyone, including dogs and their owners, 

enjoy the park. 

My main objection to the dog park at this location is that it could easily be an eyesore in a currently beautiful spot. 

When I moved to the Lincoln Park neighborhood over 25 years ago, the park and its sculptures were some of the key 

features that attracted me to this location. I have walked through this park many hundreds of times over the past 

quarter century. Many times there were people with their off-leash dogs enjoying it as well and I feel happy about that. 

Why do we have to go from a situation where it is forbidden to take dogs off-leash to a situation where we fence off part 

of the park? Couldn't we all share the park in a friendly way, without so many prohibitions and fences, by officially 

allowing off-leash dogs in the entire Lincoln Park? That's what so many people already do, whether it's allowed or not. 

I don't want to be a NIMBYist and I welcome dogs in the park, but at the same time want to preserve Los Altos' front 

yard as beautiful as it currently is. If you do go ahead with the dog park in this location, I urge you strongly to design an 

aesthetically pleasing solution. 

Hans Zeller

P.S. I do not own a dog. 
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Casey Richardson 

From: Donna Legge 

Sent: Tuesday, January 28, 2020 11 :43 AM 

To: 

Subject: 

Los Altos Parks & Recreation Commission 

FW: dog parks 

Chair Yeh and Commissioners, the message below was faxed to our office regarding opposition to all dog parks. 

Thank you, Donna 

-----0 rigina I Message-----

From: Sue Urquhart 

Sent: Tuesday, January 28, 2020 10:46 AM 

To: Recreation

Subject: dog parks 

NOT AT ALL IN FAVOR OF DOG PARKS THAT IS WHAT THERE BACKYARDS ARE FOR. 
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Casey Richardson 

From: Donna Legge 
Sent: Friday, January 31, 2020 11 :03 AM 
To: 

Subject:. 

Los Altos Parks & Recreation Commission 
FW: Dog park 

Chair Yeh and Commissioners, 

See email below regarding opposition to a dog Park in Lincoln Park. 

Sincerely, Donna 

Donna Legge 

City of Los Altos 

Recreation & Community Services Director 

Office: 650.947.2889 

-------- Original message--------

From: Wendy Reynolds 

Date: 1/31/20 10:55 AM (GMT-08:00) 

To: Donna Legge 

Subject: Dog park 

On the postcard Parks and Rec sent out last week for the workshops states 

"Parks Make Life Better". This means for everybody, not just for dogs and dog owners. 

Please pass it on that I am against fencing off a large portion of Lincoln Park south for a dog park. 

Wendy Reynolds 

Sent from my iPad 
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Office: 650.947.2889 

-------- Original message--------

From: Scott Spielman 

Date: 1/31/20 9:04 AM (GMT-08:00) 

To: Donna Legge 

Cc: Stuart Eckmann 

Subject: RE: Caterpillar Issue 

Donna, 

As we discussed yesterday, new information has surfaced about caterpillars being in McKenzie Park in the spring months 
of April, May and part of June. Given that caterpillars are potentially harmful to dogs in a number of ways, I am passing on 
some articles for the Commission to peruse prior to our meeting on Monday. 

Regards, 

Scott 
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CaS"ey Richardson

From: Donna Legge 

Sent: Sunday, February 2, 2020 7:38 PM 

To: 

Subject: 

Los Altos Parks & Recreation Commission 

FW: Map of proposed dog parks? 

Attachments: Item 4 - Attachment 3 - McKenzie - Fenced-in.pdf 

Chair Yeh and Commissioners, 

Please see chain of emails below regarding clarification on proposed dog park in McKenzie Park. 

Sincerely, Donna 

Donna Legge 

City of Los Altos 

Recreation & Community Services Director 

Office: 650.947 .2889 

-------- Original message --------

From: Donna Legge 

Date: 2/2/20 7:28 PM (GMT-08:00) 

To: Mary Leaver 

Subject: RE: Map of proposed dog parks? 

Mary, please see attached, which shows triangle area, west of the tennis courts. 

Let me know if you have further questions. 

Sincerely, Donna 

Donna Legge 

City of Los Altos 

Recreation & Community Services Director 

Office: 650.947 .2889 

-------- Original message --------

From: Mary Leaver

Date: 2/2/20 6:29 PM (GMT-08:00) 

To: Donna Legge  

Subject: Re: Map of proposed dog parks? 

Hi Donna, 

Thank you for answering so promptly. 
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McKenzie .... many people assumed the grassy area w playgrounds would be overtaken ... but Johnathan Weinberg 

mentioned the planned boundaries. Honestly it seems like no one read his information. It would make a difference if it 

would be by the tennis courts, but I would like to see the actual proposed boundaries. Thank you. 

Mary 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Feb 2, 2020, at 4:25 PM, Donna Legge <dlegge@losaltosca.gov> wrote: 

Hi Mary. Thank you for your email. Can you tell me which park you are specifically referring too? 

Thanks, Donna 

Donna Legge 

City of Los Altos 

Recreation & Community Services Director 

Office: 650.947 .2889 

-------- Original message--------

From: Mary Leaver 

Date: 2/2/20 4:21 PM (GMT-08:00) 

To: Donna Legge 

Subject: Map of proposed dog parks? 

Hi Donna 

There is a confusing conversation on NextDoor re dog park proposals. I looked on the city website but 

don't see details. At the meetings will there be a map pointing out the boundaries? That will help 

everyone. 

Thank you, 

Mary 

Sent from my iPhone 
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Casey Richardson 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Donna Legge 

Sunday, February 2, 2020 2:01 PM 

Los Altos Parks & Recreation Commission 

FW: Dog Park at South Lincoln 

Chair Yeh and Commissioners, 

Please see email below regarding opposition to a dog park in Lincoln Park. 

Thanks, Donna 

Donna Legge 

City of Los Altos 

Recreation & Community Services Director 

Office: 650.947 .2889 

-------- Original message--------

From: Steve Lopez 

Date: 2/2/20 1:42 PM (GMT-08:00) 

To: Donna Legge

Subject: Dog Park at South Lincoln 

Hello Donna, 

I am Steve Lopez and my wife, Molly, live (own) at ___ University Ave here in Los Altos and wanted to voice my 

opposition to a dedicated dog park at South Lincoln Park. We both grew up in Los Altos, Molly went to Montclaire School 

and I went to Grant School (prior to it being sold/converted into a park) and have lived at the current address for 19 

years. We own a dog and walk her regularly along the stray of South Lincoln Park. We don't see the need for a dedicated 

dog park let alone one at South Lincoln Park. We feel leaving it as is allows for a more diverse use and do not think the 

cost to construct and maintain is warranted. 

Thank you for this opportunity to express our thoughts. 

All The Best, 

Steve Lopez 



Casey Richardson

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Donna Legge 

Sunday, February 2, 2020 5:46 PM 

Los Altos Parks & Recreation Commission 

FW: McKenzie dog park 

Chair Yeh and Commissioners, 

Please see email below regarding opposition to a dog park in L 

McKenzie Park. 

Thanks, Donna 

Donna Legge 

City of Los Altos 

Recreation & Community Services Director 

Office: 650.947.2889 

- - - ----- Original message--------

From: CarolMei 

Date: 2/2/20 5:26 PM (GMT-08:00)

To: Donna Legge 

Subject: McKenzie dog park

Hi, 

We are residents of Los Altos Hills. This is the main park where we go for our morning jog and to play tennis. It's nice to 

have the playground right next to the tennis courts so kids are within eyesight. Not everyone can afford or wants a 

babysitter every time they go to play tennis. Dog owners use the back field to exercise their dogs. I don't think it's 

necessary to have a fenced in area that can't be used for other things. 

Carol Mei and Joe Jiang 

Magdalena Rd. 

LAH 



Casey Richardson

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Donna Legge 

Monday, February 3, 2020 1 :06 PM 

Los Altos Parks & Recreation Commission 

FW: Dog Park 

Chair Yah and Commissioners, please see email below regarding to opposition to a dog park in the southern portion of 

Lincoln Park. 

Sincerely, Donna 

From: Geoff Andersen 

Sent: Monday, February 3, 2020 10:07 AM 

To: Donna Legge; Lynette Lee Eng  

Subject: Dog Park 

Date: February 3, 2020 

To: Parks and Recreation Commissioners 

From: Kris Andersen, 307 Silvia Drive, Los Altos 94024 

CC: Donna Legge, Recreation and Community Services Director 
Lynette Lee Eng, Council Member Liaison 

Subject: Opposition to dog park in South Lincoln Park 

It is my understanding that the dog park was defeated last year under the previous Commission. It 
now surfaces again. I am opposed to the redevelopment of South Lincoln Park for the purpose of a 
dog park for numerous reasons including the following: 

1. With ongoing redevelopment in the village of Los Altos we have seen rise to multistoried
condominiums and commercial properties, shaded daylight, blocked air flow, parking needs, quest for
incorporating green space, pop-up parks ...... We have little undeveloped land and real estate is at a 
premium. Identifying space for a dog park is problematic. When green space is sought after within 

the village, why would we eliminate established green space bordering the entrance to our village? 

2. Rest rooms at Shoup Park have been suggested for use by visitors to the dog park. The distance
between the two parks makes this idea unrealistic. Three churches and The Chamber of Commerce

are closer. I believe these would be explored for use by the public and that the intrusion would not be
welcomed. If indeed a "de facto dog community center" develops as suggested, there would be
additional increased need for rest rooms. Solutions to this realistic demand would come at a price,

3. I have heard that a driving force behind the development of a dog park is an individual who does
not live in Los Altos or pay local taxes. If this is the case, what is this person's interest or connection

to our community? Could you please address this issue.
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Casey Richardson 

From: Donna Legge 
Sent: Monday, February 3, 2020 4:06 PM 
To: 

Subject: 

Los Altos Parks & Recreation Commission 
FW: No Dog Park 

Chair Yeh and Commissioners, see email below regarding oppositlon to a dog park in Lincoln Parle 

Sincerely, Donna 

Donna Legge 
City of Los Altos 
Recreation & Commun·1ty Services Director 
Office: 650.947 .2889 

---�---- Original message --------

From: Fred Fallah 

Date: 2/3/20 3:43 PM (GMT-08:00) 

To: Donna Legge, Ramin Shahidi 

Subject: Re: No Dog Park 

We are closest to Lincoln Park. 

On Mon, Feb 3, 2020 at 3:35 PM Donna Legge <dlegge@losaltosca.gov> wrote: 
Fred, thank you for your email. We are looking at four different parks. Can you please confirm which park you are 

referring to? 

Sincerely, Donna 

Donna Legge 
City of Los Altos 
Recreation & Community Services Director 
Office: 650.947.2889 

-------- Original message--------

From: Fred Fallah

Date: 2/3/20 2:40 PM (GMT-08:00) 
To: Donna Legge, Ramin Shahidi

Subject: No Dog Park 

Hi Donna, 
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Casey Richardson 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 

Harry Guy
Monday, February 3, 2020 4:12 PM 
Donna Legge 
Lynette Lee Eng; Casey Richardson 
Comments for PARC meeting of Feb 3, 2020, Agenda Item 3 re Workshop Planning 

To: Parks and Recreation Commission Members 

Subject: Feb 3, 2020 PARC Meeting, Agenda Item #3, Dog Workshop Planning 

I have lived in the Lincoln Park neighborhood on University Avenue for 36 years. I have owned many dogs 
during my childhood and as an adult, including dogs while living here, although we currently do not own a dog. 
My intent is to provide ideas and suggestions for the structure and process for the planned workshops that wlll 
benefit everyone by obtaining resident feedback with a process that is fair, unbiased and produces useful and 
valid input from the residents of Los Altos. With that intent, I recommend the following: 

1. The history of what led up to these workshops should be kept to a minimum and presented by one 
individual from PARC or staff; the emphasis should be to describe what is being considered, clarify any 
misunderstandings about the proposals, and then seek resident input through voting and comment
cards; it is sufficient history to say that City Council, at their Feb 12, 2019 meeting following a
presentation from PARC and staff about the ideas for off-leash and fenced-in pilot projects asked
PARC and staff to go back and further study and develop their recommendations and come back to
Council with a specific proposal for pilot programs for one or two parks; that's all that really needs to be 
said - 5 minutes

2. Just as we do with voter ballot measures, there should be a timed (or word-limited) opportunity to 
present pros and cons (for and against) off-leash hours and fenced-in dog park in Los Altos, just as we 
do with voter ballot measures; these written for and against statements could be prepared by PARC
and staff based on the ample written record to date or written by advocates and opponents and vetted 
by PARC and staff- 5 minutes each

3. While the city may welcome anyone to attend these workshops, any speakers addressing the
workshop attendees should be limited to city staff, PARC members and Los Altos residents; all
attendees should sign in with their name, address, and a contact method (email, phone) to allow for
PARC and staff followup questions to them; only Los Altos residents should be provided any voting
methods; a voter ballot card would be the preferred method, not stickers, in order to avoid visual bias 
from stickers on maps; during sign-in, Los Altos residents should be verified by photo ID/utility bill
before providing them with a numbered ballot card, corresponding to the registration list number; this 
would assist in a more complete, effective and fair interpretation of the results and would avoid any
perceptions about voting bias

4. I believe that the intent of having a "fishbowl" for any additional input or comments from attendees 
is a good concept, and it should be organized to be able to obtain and use the feedback effectively and 
fairly; I assume that the intent of the fishbowl is to capture valuable feedback from the community that 
the Commission may not have considered - in the spirit of having all voices in the community heard; I 
would recommend that for this input to be fair, effective and useful for PARC following the workshops, 
you should consider providing a prepared form for this purpose, possibly a pre-printed postcard format 
that asks for name, address and contact information; you may get feedback without that information, 
but it would be most useful to the city and to PARC to have it in order to follow up. PARC should also 
consider limiting the number of cards per individual - how about two?

Sincerely, Harry Guy, 36-year Lincolln Park area resident1 



Casey Richardson

From: Donna Legge 

Sent: Monday, February 3, 2020 12:58 PM 
To: Los Altos Parks & Recreation Commission 
Subject: FW: FENCED-IN DOG PARK SAFTEY CONCERNS 

Chair Yeh and Commissioners, please see email below regarding opposition to a dog park in Lincoln Park. 

Sincerely, Donna 

From: jill reimann 

Sent: Monday, February 3, 2020 9:52 AM 

To: Donna Legge 

Cc: Lynette Lee Eng 

Subject: FENCED-IN DOG PARK SAFTEY CONCERNS 

February 3, 2020 

TO: PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSIONERS 

FROM: JILL REIMANN (611 PALM AVE, LOS ALTOS) 

CC: DONNA LEGGE, RECREATION AND COMMUNITY SERVICES DIRECTOR, AND LYNETTE LEE ENG, COUNCIL MEMBER 

LIAISON 

SUBJECT: SAFETY ISSUES RELATED TO PARC REPORT RECOMMENDING DOG ACTIVITIES AT S. LINCOLN PARK 

I want to highlight safety. Safety related to dogs, people and the environment. A statement in the PARC report, which 

suggests, "A fenced in Dog Park offers the Los Altos community a de factor community center drawing from other city 

dog park programs, the City of Los Altos can offer the following programs ... " I strongly disagree with this statement as it 

relates to Lincoln Park. I do not want to see a "defacto community center for dogs" at Lincoln Park. This 

recommendation would encourage a large number of people to this small, limited resources area that I believe cannot 

accommodate this amount of activity and thereby creating safety issues. 

Human Safety. If this fenced-in dog area is developed in Lincoln Park, I ask you to imagine what it would entail? Dog 

parks, I so understand, are enjoyed by many dogs and their people when the park is not crowded. If the number of dogs 

and people are not managed you might see more car accidents, dog bites, arguments among people related to parking, 

noise, and just general bad behavior. I have recently witnessed this in a San Carlos dog park. It was crowded with people 

and dogs, and one dog started a fight with a pack of dogs and the people were not happy. Most everyone left the park 

but not without shouting at each other. The man whose dog started it all - ran out quickly. It was a mess. Also, age 

requirements need to be examined, and people should know that they are personally and legally responsible for their 

dogs. Another avenue worthy of exploring is the opinion of the maintenance workers. What do they think about 

cleaning/maintaining a dog park? Do they feel their health is a risk? 

Dog Safety. Much has been reported and supported by dog associations and veterinarians against taking dogs to fenced

in dog parks. How many dog owners know that vaccinations, fights, diseases are a potential threat to health of dogs? It's 

1 




	Blank Page



