
ORDINANCE NO. 2019-462 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LOS ALTOS 
AMENDING THE LIST OF PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL USES IN 

THE CBS (COMMERCIAL RETAIL SALES) ZONE DISTRICT AND 
MAKING FINDINGS OF CEQA EXEMPTION 

WHEREAS, t:m City of Los Altos initiated an application (19-CA-03) to amend Title 14 of 
the Los Altos Municipal Code, the Zoning Ordinance, in order to update the permitted and 
conditional uses in the CRS District (Chapter 14.48), referred herein as the "CA" or the 
"amendments"; and 

WHEREAS, Chapter 14.48 of the Los Altos Municipal Code, the CRS, Commercial Retail 
Sales, zone district provides for the retention, enhancement, and attraction of commercial 
establishments that reflect the characteristics a village atmosphere that is desired in the 
downtown Los .Altos village; and 

WHEREAS, the characteristics of a downtown village, as listed at Subsection 14.48.020(A) 
of the Los Altos Municipal Code, include a mix of uses emphasizing retail businesses and 
services that meet the needs of community residents and visitors, and with housing located 
above ground floor businesses; and 

WHEREAS, The City Council has recently accepted a community-based v1s10n for 
downtown Los Altos that encourages a mix of retail and service uses that enhance the 
character of downtown Los Altos and meet the needs of residents and visitors; and 

WHEREAS, C\apter 14.48 allows personal service uses except when located on the ground 
floor building space that fronts directly onto First Street, Main Street, or State Street; and 

WHEREAS, Gwen that on-going changes to the retail industry have resulted in a decreased 
demand for commercial retail space and an increased demand for personal service space; and 

WHEREAS, Vicant commercial space does not add, enhance or promote a vibrant village 
atmosphere and detracts from a desirable downtown; and 

WHEREAS, This Council seeks to provide flexibility in its zoning code so that adjustments 
in response to rommercial space market fluctuations can be accomplished and a desirable 
and vibrant downtown can be maintained. 

WHEREAS, required public notices and public hearings were duly given and duly held in 
accordance with the applicable provisions of the California Government Code and Chapter 
14.86 of the Los Altos Municipal Code; and 

WHEREAS, lli'. CA was processed in accordance with the applicable provisions of the 
California Govemment Code and the Los Altos Municipal Code; and 
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WHEREAS, the Planning Commission held a duly noticed public hearing on the Ct\ on 
July 18, 2019, at which it recommended approval of the CA; anti 

WHEREAS, the City Council held a duly noticed public hearing on the CA on August 27, 
2019;and 

WHEREAS, the location and custodian of the documents or other materials which 
constitute the record of proceedings upon the City Council's decision are based in the Office 
of the City Clerk; and 

WHEREAS, this Ordinance is exempt from environmental review, pursuant to Section 
15061 (b)(3) of the State Guidelines implementing the California Environmental Quality 1\ct 
of 1970, as amende<l ("CHQA Guidelines"), and CEQA Guidelines Section 15378(b)(S) 
because the Ordi.nance implements an clarifies and provides minor changes to the CRS 
District that will not result in a direct or indirect physical change in the environment and, it 
can be seen with certainty that there is no possibiJity of a significant impact to the 
envtronment. 

NOW THEREFORE, the City CoLmcil of the City of Los Altos does hereby ordain as 
follows: 

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT OF CODE: Sections 14.48.030 and 14.48.040 i_n Chapter 
14.48 of Title 14 of the Los Altos Municipal Code arc hereby amended as follows: 

14.48.030 - Permitted uses (CRS). 

The following uses shall be pcnnitted i.n the CRS District: 

A. Business, professional, and trade schools located above the ground floor;

B. Office-administrative sen-ices, which i.ncludc medical and dental clinics or offices
havi.ng less than 5,000 gross square feet of floor area and animal clinics having less
than 5,000 gross sc1uare feet of floor area, except when located in a ground floor
building space that fronts directly onto Main Street or State Street; loc11ted above the
ground floot·;

C. Parking spaces and loading areas incidental to a permitted use;

0. Personal services, except when loc11te<l in ft ground fioor bu±ldi:ng sp11ce th11t &onts
directly onto First 81:t'cet, Matt.1 Stteet or St11te Street;

E. Private clubs, lodges, or fraternal organizations located above the ground floor; 

F. Restaurants, excluding drive-through services;

G. Retail; and

H. Uses which arc detcrmi.ned by the community development director city plaftnCf' to
be of the same general character;

I. Cocktail lounges.
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14.48.040 - Concitional uses and structures (CRS). 

Upon the gttnting of a conditional use permit in accordance with the provisions of 
Chapter 14.80 of this title, the following uses shall be permitted in the CRS District, eRcept 
when they displat:e a retail business located in a ground floor btLilding space that fronts 
directly onto Fi:r5t Street, I'.fain Street or State Street: 

A. Any Jtew building that has an area greater than seven tl1ousand (7,000) gross
sguare feet, and any addition to an existing building which would result in the total
building area exceeding seven thousand (7,000) gross sguare feet, including
additioos to buildings which presently exceed seven thousand (7,000) gross square
feet in area;

B. Cocktlli:l. lounges;

G. )2. Commercial recreation;

8. {:. Day aire centers, except when located in a ground floor building space that fronts
directly onto First Street, Main Street or State Street;

-E. D. Hote'IJ;

-F. E. Housng located above tl1e ground floor;

C. Meclied and dental clinics, except when located in a groutid floor buildt.ng space
that froots directly onto First Street, "tvhifl Street or State Street;

H f. Medial and dental clinics or offices that area having five tl10usand (5,000) gross 
st1uare feet of floor area or more and animal clinics having five thousand (5,000) 
gross square feet of r1oor area or more, except when located in a ground floor 
buildi.n,g that fronts directly onto Ftt:st Street, Main Street or State Street; and 

-l. G. Usts which arc determined by tl1e planning commission to be of the same 
general character. 

SECTION 2. CONSTITUTIONALITY. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or 
phrase of tlus code is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, such decision 
shall not affect the valiruty of tl1e remaining portions of tlus code. 

SECTION 3. CEQA. This ordinance is not subject to review under the California 
Environmental Quality Act (Public Resources Code §§21000, et seq., as further governed by 
tl1e Guidelines for CEQA, 14 CCR §§15000, et seq.) because the orrunance has no potential 
for resulting in either a direct physical change in ilie cnv:ironment or a reasonably foreseeable 
indirect physical change in the environment, per 14 CCR §15378. The ordinance amends 
Los Altos Municipal Code provisions pertaining to tl1e pcrnutted and conditional uses in the 
CRS District. Tu does not commit the City of Los Altos or any other party to any direct 
course of action,, other than to review and approve uses witl,in the CRS District and will not 
result in any phjsical changes in and of itself. Moreover, as a -Separate and independent 
basis, to the ex.rent tl1e ordinance was deternuned to be subject to CEQA, it would be 
exempt from further review pursuant to the 'common sense' exemption (14 CCR 
§15061 (b )(3)), as it can be seen with certainty that iliere is no possibility that tl1e adoption of
the ordinance may have a significant effect on the environment.

Ordinance No. W19-462 Page 3 



SECTION 4. PUBLICATION. This ordinance shall be published as provided m
Government Code section 36933.
SECTION 5. EFFECTIVE DATE. Th.is ordinance shall be effective upon the
commencement of the thirty-first day following the adoption date.
The foregoing ordinance was duly and properly introduced at a regular meeting of the City
Council of the City of Los Altos held on August 27, 2019 and was thereafter, at a regular
meeting hekl on September 10, 2019 passed and adopted by the following vote:
1\YES: 
NOES: 

EN/\NDER, b'LIGOR, LEE ENG, PEPPER
BRUINS

ABSEN'f: NO E
AI3STAI : 0 E 

Attest: 

��-C,
ennis ��TTY CLElU(

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF Sf\NT1\ CJ,ARA
cnY OF LOS ALTOS

) 

) 

) 

CERTIFIED COPY OF ORDINANCE
SECOND READING/ ADOPTIO

I,Jon Maginot, City Clerk for the City of Los r\lt0s in said County of Santa Clara, and
State of California, do hereby certify that the attached is a true and cotrect copy of 
Ordinance No. 2019-462, adopted by the Los Altos City Council September 10, 2019 by the
following vote:
AYES: 

OES: 
1\BSTAI 
ABSENT:

ENJ\NDER, FLIGOR, LEE ENG, Pl�PPER
BRUINS

ONE
NONE

Said ordinance shall be effective Dcto bu: I' , 2019.

Dated this 1-'1 <lay of &/t--�

City Clerk
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