
ORDINANCE NO. 2012-384 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE LOS ALTOS CITY COUNCIL AMENDING THE LOS 
ALTOS MUNICIPAL CODE, TITLE 14, ZONING, ARTICLE 2, ENTITLED 

"DEFINITIONS" TO ADD A DEFINITION OF "BANKS" AND AMENDING THE 
DEFINITION OF "OFFICE" TO PROHIBIT THE ESTABLISHMENT, EXPANSION, 

OR RELOCATION OF PAYDAY LENDING AND CHECK CASHING BUSINESSES 
WITHIN THE CITY OF LOS ALTOS 

WHEREAS, the Ordinance amendments set forth below further the goals and policies of 
the City's General Plan and are necessary to promote the health, safety and welfare of the City; and 

WHEREAS, the Ordinance amendments set forth below have been reviewed and 
considered by the City Council in accordance with the provisions of the California Environmental 
Quality Act of 1970, as amended ("CEQA"), and the guidelines promulgated thereunder and, 
further, the Council finds that it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that said 
amendments may have a significant adverse effect on the environment and said amendments are 
therefore exempt from the requirements of the CEQA pursuant to the provisions of Section 
15061 (b) (3) of Division 6 of Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations. 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LOS ALTOS ORDAlNS AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT OF CODE: Los Altos Municipal Code, Title 14, Zoning, 
Article 2, entitled "Definitions" is hereby amended to add the definition of "Banks" and to amend 
the definition of "Office" to read as follows: 

"'Banks. (Commercial) Financial institutions including federally-chartered banks, 
savings and loan associations, industrial loan companies, and credit unions providing 
retail banking services to individuals and businesses. Tills classification does not 
include payday lending businesses or check cashing businesses, and as a result, the 
establishment, expansion, or relocation of such businesses is prohibited. The term 
'payday lending business' as used herein means retail businesses owned or operated 
by a 'licensee' as that term is defined in California Financial Code section 23001(d), 
as amended from time to time. The term 'check cashing business' as used herein 
means a retail business owned or operated by a 'check casher' as that term is defined 
in California Civil Code section 1789.31 as amended from time to time.'" 

"'Office uses' means uses that predominantly sell professional and/or business 
services. The contact with the general public is not as frequent as Witll retail 
businesses or personal services, and a significant portion of the business may take 
place at other locations. Examples include banks, law offices, accountants, medical, 
ad\'ertising, and computer support." 

SECTION 2. CONSTITUTIONALITY. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or 
phrase of this Ordinance is for any reason held to be innlid or unconstitutional, such decision shall 
not affect the validi!)" of the remaining portions of this Ordinance. 
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SECTION 3. PUBLICATION. This Ordinance shall be published as prO\'ided in 
GO\'emment Code section 36933. 

SECTION 4. EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall be effectiye upon the 
commencement of the thirty-Erst day following the adoption date. 

The foregoing ordinance was duly and regularly introduced at a meeting of the City Council 
of the City of Los Altos on June 26, 2012 and was thereafter, at a regular meeting held on July 24, 
2012 passed and adopted by the following yote: 

A yes: 
Noes: 
Absent: 
Abstain: 

CASAS, FISHPAW, PACKARD, SATTERLEE, CARPENTER 
NONE 
NONE 
NONE 

Valorie Cook Carpenter, MAYOR 
Attest: 

~~k~ITY ~L~RK 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA 
CITY OF LOS ALTOS 

) 
) 
) 

CERTIFIED COPY OF ORDINANCE 
SECOND READING/ADOPTION 

I,Jon Maginot, Deputy City Clerk for the City of Los Altos in said County of Santa Clara, 
and State of California, do hereby certify that the attached is a true and correct copy of Ordinance 
No. 2012-384, adopted by the Los Altos City Council on July 24, 2012 by the following vote: 

AYES: 
NOES: 
ABSTAIN: 
ABSENT: 

CASAS, FISHPA W, PACKARD, SATTERLEE, CARPENTER 
NONE 
NONE 
NONE 

I hereby further certify that a summary of the orcliqance was published in accordance with 
Govemrwnt Code Section 36933 on the following dates: ~u. \ ') z-{ , 2012 and 
'-\1 ""'[1 ~ ,2012. Said ordinance shall be effectiye August 24,2012. 

Dated this $~ day of A-"'9 "'- 'rl , 2012. 

~ 
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