
RESOLUTION NO. 2017-46 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LOS ALTOS 

GRANTING AN APPEAL AND APPROVING A USE PERMIT FOR AN 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE ON THE FIRST FLOOR OF THE COMMERCIAL 

BUILDING AT 400 MAIN STREET 

WHEREAS, the property owner submitted Use Permit Application No. 17-UP-02 for an 
administrative office use at 400 't.fain Street; and 

WHEREAS, the lease space has remained vacant since the building was completed and 
finals on the building permit were granted and the Planning Commission has agreed with the 
interpretation that these circumstances are unique and a use permit could be considered for 
other business establishments in the subject lease space because a retail establishment is not 
being displaced; and 

WHEREAS, this project is exempt from environmental review pursuant to Section 15303. 
( c) of the State Guidelines implementing the California Environmental Quality Act of 1970
(CEQA), as amended; and

WHEREAS, the Use Permit application was processed in accordance with the applicable 
provisions of the California Government Code and the Los Altos Municipal Code; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning and Transportation Commission held a duly noticed public 
hearing to consider the conditional use permit on October 19, 2017 and the lack of votes in 
the affirmative on motions to deny or approve the conditional use permit application 
resulted in a technical denial of the use permit application; and 

WHEREAS, the applicant has appealed the technical denial of the use permit application to 
the City Council; and 

WHEREAS, the location and custodian of the docwnents or other materials which 
constitute the record of proceedings upon the City Council's decision was made are located 
in the Office of City Clerk. 

WHEREAS, the City Council considered the appeal at a duly noticed public hearing on 
November 28'\ 2017 and considered the written record and all public comment. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of Los 
.Altos hereby grants the appeal and approves Use Permit .Application No. l 7-UP-02, subject 
to the Conditions of .Approval listed in .Attachment 'A', for an administrative office based on 
the following findings of approval: 

1. That the proposed location of the conditional use is desirable for the prosperity
and welfare of the downtown in that it activates a vacant lease space and the
tenants of the lease space can include those that avail themselves of commercial
sen·ices in the downtown.

2. That the proposed location of the conditional use is in accordance with the
objectiYes of the zoning plan as stated in Chapter 14.02 of this title because it is in
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a building that was planned and considered in line with guidelines and policies for 
communiry growth, as an administrative office it is expected to have a harmonious 
and com'enient relationship to other land uses in the area, the building was 
revie\ved and conditionally approved to provide for safe interaction with the 
existing circulation system, it is an appropriate business activity in that is does not 
include elements of its operation that generate excessive noise, fumes, odors, or 
have other activities that would be detrimental to surrounding businesses or 
residents and given these it is not expected to have a negative impact on property 
values within the City and because it is within an existing building it is not 
anticipated to detract from the city's natural beauty or negati\·ely impact the City's 
distinctive physical character. 

3. That the proposed location the administrative office, under the circumstances of
the particular case, will not be detrimental to the health, safety, comfort,
convenience, prosperity, or welfare of persons residing or working in the \•icinity or
injurious to property or improvements in the vicinity in that this office use is not
one that has been identified as having operational features that will have negative
impacts on the area.

4. That the proposed administrative office use will comply with the regulations
prescribed for the district in which the site is located and the general provisions
of Chapter 14.02 of the Los Altos i\IunicipaJ Code.

5. That the proposed administrative office use is in scale with the existing
development of the downtown and it enhances the unique village character of the
CRS District by occupying a tenant space that has been vacant to date and it is
expected that those \Vorking in or visiting the administrative office will avail
themselve·s of the commercial senrices in the downtown which helps support the
downtown economy; and

6. That the proposed administrative office use will not cause degradation in the level
of se1Tice of the streets and intersections within the CRS District, because the
activity of this office use is not anticipated to be at levels that would cause such
degradation.

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a Resolution passed 
and adopted by the City Council of the City of] ,Os _Altos at a meeting thereof on the 28'h day 
of November 2017 by the following vote: 

1\ YES: 

NOES: 

.ABSENT: 

ABSTAIN: 

Attest: 
? 

BRUNS, MORDO, PEPPER, PROCHNOW 

LEE ENG 

NONE 

NONE 
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A TIACHMENT 'A' TO RESOLCTION o. 2017-46 
for 

Conditions of Approval for Use Permit Application No. l 7-UP-02, 400 :t\'fai.t1 Street 

l. \ U bu-.,1nesse-., :-,,e1Ticc�. and processes shall be conducreJ within a completeh
enclo,eJ ::.1nictulT. e,cept for parking an<l loadrng spaces, outdoor eatrng areas operated
incidental to pt·rmiueJ eating and drink.mg sen·ices, and as othern i.;c: alJ()wed upon the
1..,suance of an outJnor <lisp lay penrur. f'.xtenor storage is prohibited

1. l\io u::;e shall be permme<l and no proces:-, ec.1uipmcnt, or material, shall be emplt>> e<l
,,·hich atl' fclund b> th<: commisswn I<> be ob1ect10nable b> reason of ndnr, <lust, noise,
, ibration, tlluminacion, ghtre, unslghtliness or electrical disturbance" \\·h1ch are
manifested be> ond the prem1:-,,es 111 which the permitted use i, located .

..J.. f'he propert: m\ ner. bu::;1ness owner and/or tenant shall 1101 permit or allm,· 
operauon of a business \Yruch Yiolates rhc. re<..juired conditions of tl11s chapter, including 
the following general crireria: 

a. Refuse collccnon. f·'.ach use and Jen:lopment, tnclu<ling appucauons for
ten:lnt imprm·eniencs, :-.hall prm·idc suitable space for solid \Yasre separation,
collection, and '\forage and shall n:rif> the existing site-.; on rhe properry are
l<Jcated to faciluate collectic ,n and nunimize any negari\-c impact on persons
occupying rhe tb-elopmcnr --ire, neighboring prnpcrties, c.,r public righrs-of­
\\'a>. Rcfuse collection arcas are encouraged ro be shared, centrnli?.e<l, facilities
\\·hentTer possible.

b. I ,1ghting. Lighting \\'ithin the sire that unnecessarily illuminate:-. any other
lor and/ or substamiall> in terfcres \\'1th the.: use or enjnynwnt of such other lot
1:- prohibited. I ,ighring tmnecessaril) illumrnates anorher lot if: (i) it clear!> 
exceeds the nunimum illumination necessary to prm·ide for secunt> of 
propert\ and the safet> of persons using such roads, JriH·wa�·s, si<lewalb, 
parking lots, and other common areas and faciliues, m (ii) if the illuminarion 
could reasonabl) be: achie\·e<l in a manner rhat ,u>uld not substanriall) 
111t1:•rfere w1th the use or enjn�·ment of neigh bonng prnperries. 

c .. \ir pollution. ,\ny use rhat emits an1 "air contaminant" as dcfineJ by the
Ba:, .\rea air <..JUalit) management district shall comp!) ,Yitl1 applicable stare 
standa rJs concerning air pollution. 

d . .\fainrenancc of common areas, impron·mems, and facilities. J\fa1nrenancc 
of all common area", 1mproYemems, facilitie,, and public sidewalks adjact'nt 
ro the subject property ts rec.1mred. In the case of public .;1Jewalk:,, 
maintenance shall be limited to keeping the sidewalk clean and free of debris, 
markings, and food and drink sta111s b, means of sweeprng, cleaning with 
watL·r and/ or �ream cleaning. 
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e. Odor-.,. i\.o u-.e ma� gener:ite an� o<lur that ma, bL found reasonably
object1011ablc as derermined b, an appmpna te agL"ncy "uch a, 1 he �a nrn Clara
< .• >Ul1 £: hL·alth <leparrmcnr an<l the Bay \n:a air yualm manage1ncnt <lbtnct
be� onJ the boundary occupied by rbe enterprise generating rbe odor.

f 1'.oise. "<> p(.:'[,()11 °'hall operate, Ill" Catht' to be operated, an� ',()LJfCL' of 
-.,ounJ ac the -;ub1ecr spacl 01 allm, rlw creari1H1 of an� 1101:-c on proper� 
o\\·neJ, lca:--eJ, occupied <>I" orben, 1,;t· conrrolled b� ..,u<.:h per:-.<111, ,, hich cau:-.l's 
the noise h.Td \\ hen mi.:,1surnl on :in)· ocher property either incorporated or 
unmcorpornred, ro exceed "tandanl-. ns ..,ct forth 111 Chapter (,.16 of the Ln:-. 
.\ltrn, i\lunicipal Code. 
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