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TO:  North County Library Authority (NCLA) Commission 
 
FROM:  President Courtenay C. Corrigan 
 
DATE:  November 26, 2019 
 
SUBJECT: Consideration of Modification to Joint Exercise of Powers Agreement Language  
  Regarding General Administrative Support to NCLA 
 
 
At the prior NCLA meeting held September 16, 2019, an NCLA Subcommittee consisting of NCLA 
President Corrigan and NCLA Secretary Pepper provided a summary of their meeting with the 
City Managers of Los Altos and Los Altos Hills to discuss administrative support for the NCLA.   
 
Existing language in Section 12 of the Joint Exercise of Powers Agreement for NCLA states the 
following: 
 

“The City of Los Altos shall provide staff and basic services at no cost to the Agency.  All 
costs and expenses of an outside nature such as auditing, legal, consultants or the like, 
shall be apportioned equally among the Member Entities.”   
 

It is recommended the Board consider modifying Section 12 to provide the option for the Board 
to authorize expenditure of NCLA funds for general administrative support for NCLA which is 
performed by a consultant.  The scope of the administrative support function includes 
preparation of agendas, agenda reports, minutes, communications and follow-up regarding 
pending matters before the Board, and other similar duties as appropriate.   
 
The amendment language is recommended to take effect retroactively to July 1, 2019.  The 
existing NCLA budget for FY 19-20 includes funds in the amount of $10,800 to cover the 
consultant costs for general administrative support. 
 
Authority to Amend Agreement 
Section 18 of the Joint Exercise of Powers Agreement allows for amendment of this document:   
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“This Agreement may be amended in any particular, from time to time, by unanimous 
action of the Member Entities, provided, however, that no authority on which action has 
been taken by the Agency shall be limited or withdrawn.” 
 

The next step, should the Board wish to proceed with this item, is to request the Authority’s 
Attorney to draft the Agreement Amendment for formal adoption by the NCLA Board.  From 
there, the Amendment would be recommended for consideration and approval by the City 
Council of Los Altos and Town Council of Los Altos Hills.   
 
 





NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual terms, covenants

and conditions herein contained, said parties, acting by and through

their respective governing bodies, do hereby agree as follows:

Section 1. Definition of Terms.

"ACT" means the provisions of Chapter 5 of Division 7 of Title 1

of the Government Code (commencing with Section 6500) pertaining to

joint powers agreements.

"AGENCY" means the North County Library Authority.

"COMMISSION" means the governing board of the North County

Library Authority.

"MEMBER ENTITY" means any city party to this agreement.

Section 2. Creation of Agency. There is hereby created a public

agency to be known as the "North County Library Authority". The Agency

is formed by this Agreement pursuant to the provisions of Article 1,

Chapter 5, Division 7, Title 1 of the Government Code of the State of

California relating to the joint exercise of powers common to public

:1.

agencies. For the purposes of this Agreement, the Agency is a public

r

agency separate from the parties hereto and shall be the agency to

administer or execute this Agreement.

--~----Section 3. Purpose. The purpose of this Agreement is to create

an agency which will plan, support, acquire, maintain and operate

programs and facilities for the extension of public library services

tne benefit of the inhabitants within the collective boundaries1 for
\
\ the Member Entities.

"--------------se'C-tTon'"4-:--- Term and Effect. This Agreement shall become

effective when all eligible Member Entities have approved and

authorized its execution by their respective governing bodies and shall
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contin~e in full force and effect until such time as the parties agree

in writing to terminate the same.

Section 5. Powers. The Agency shall have the power and

authority to plan, support, acquire, construct, maintain and operate

programs and facilities for the augmentation of public library services

for the benefit of the inhabitants of the Member Entities.

The Agency is hereby authorized, in its own name, to do all acts

necessary to exercise said power for said purposes, including but not

limited to any or all of the following: to make and enter into

contracts: apply for and accept grants, advances, and contributions: to

employ agents, consultants and employees: to acquire, construct,

manage, maintain and operate any buildings, works or improvements: to

acquire, hold or dispose of property (real and personal), including but

not limited to books, tapes, records, furniture, furnishings and

equipment: to sue and be sued in its own name; to conduct elections: to

incur debts, liabilities, or obligations: to levy special taxes and/or

service charges including but not limited to the power to levy charges

and/or to seek approval for the levy of a special tax pursuant to the

provisions of the Mello-Roos Community Facilities Act of 1982: to issue

revenue bonds, notes, warrants, and other evidences of indebtedness to

finance the costs and incidental expenses of the projects of the

Agency: to exercise all powers conferred by the Act: and to exercise

all other powers common to the Member Entities not herein specifical~y

mentioned which may be necessary to carry out the purpose of this

Agreement.

No debt, liability or obligation of the Agency shall constitute

a debt, liability or obligation of any Member Entity.
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