
 
 

TO:        City of Los Altos Senior Commission  
 
CC: Library Commission, Jaime Chew, Rose Baiza 
  
FROM: Library Commission Infrastructure Subcommittee 
 

SUBJECT: Mitigating Noise at Woodland Library - Proposals 
 
The Problem - Noise 
Local students congregate at the Woodland Branch after school in fairly large 
numbers.  They are loud, and they move from the library to the patio and back 
frequently and the door to the patio is particularly noisy.  They occupy the library 
until their parents arrive to pick them up by car or until they begin to walk home 
later in the afternoon starting around 4 - 5pm.   
These students aren’t the only source of noise in the library.  There are tutors who 
work with students and even though they speak with their “indoor voices,” their 
conversations are loud enough to be heard throughout the small space that is 
Woodland.  The noise can be distracting to other patrons.   
Another source of noise is the librarians themselves.  They must interact with 
library patrons and so their conversations are heard throughout the library and are 
also distracting.  
Requesting Support from the Senior Commission for Solution #1  
The Infrastructure Subcommittee of the Los Altos Library Commission is reaching 
out to the Senior Commission to request your consideration and support for 
soundproofing a portion of the Woodland Branch Library in order to provide a 
relatively quiet space for library patrons to read or utilize other library services.  
The noise problem at the Woodland Branch Library was first brought to the 
attention of Commissioner Wheeler by a number of seniors at the Senior’s 
Thanksgiving Luncheon this past November.  After investigation into their 
complaints and research into possible means to mitigate the noise, the 
Subcommittee is recommending to the Santa Clara County Library District that it 



isolate a section of the reading area by surrounding it with soundproofing walls.  
We seek your support of this proposal which is Solution #1 below.  
 
 
Proposed Solutions based on the observations of Commissioner Wheeler – 
Soundproofing Walls And an Addition comprising a Teen Room and Flexible 
Multi-Purpose Rooms and  
 
Solution 1 – Soundproof  and/or Glass Walls to Mitigate Conversational Noise 
When you think about where you want a quiet space at the Woodland Branch, 
there is really only one area where a patron could hope to go and read/work in a 
quiet space – and that is the far-left reading area – let’s call it the “adult” reading 
area.   
For clarity, let’s divide the Woodland library in 4 quarters (oriented from the front 
door to the door to the patio):  1) the stacks on the near-left side;  2) the “adult” 
reading area on the far-left side;  3) the librarians’ station on the near-right side;  
and 4) the kids’ reading area on the far-right side.    
People are making noise on the right side of the building.  People are generally not 
making noise on the left side of the building.   
Soundproof walls could be installed to isolate the entire right side of the building.  
Alternatively, just  the “adult” reading area on the far-left side could be isolated 
with soundproof walls.   
If solid soundproof walls would significantly diminish the ambience of the library, 
glass walls might be a suitable alternative.  Glass walls are effective at reducing 
noise levels.  Glass walls would not interfere with light transmission throughout 
the library.  Another advantage of glass walls is that they would not make an 
already small space seem even smaller.   
Isolating only the “adult” reading area would appear to be the most cost effective 
and convenient solution.  That said, there are professionals that could assess the 
problem and advise how best to soundproof areas of the  library.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Mock-Up of Soundproof Walls in Red 
 

 
 
Solution 2 – Build a Teen Room/Multi-Purpose Rooms 
A more costly and longer-term solution to the noise problem at the Woodland 
Branch Library and the scarcity of meeting rooms available at the Main Los Altos 
Library would be building an addition on to the Woodland Branch Library 
building.  There is enough room at the back of the library where the patio is 
currently located or to the south side of the building to build one large room that 
could be a dedicated “teen room” during after-school hours.  This room could also 
be available for community meetings much like the Orchard Room at the Main 
Library.  It could also be used for children’s programs. Our Librarian advises that 



she often has to choose between several programs all competing for space in the 
Orchard Room – this room would give our Librarian another large space to 
accommodate those competing programs. 
The room could be built with lots of windows and a top-of-the-line “silent” sliding 
door for ingress/egress to keep the noise down.  Building the room where the 
current patio is located and using the existing outside wall as one wall of the new 
room might help reduce construction costs.  Another plus is visibility of what’s 
going on in that room from inside the “core” library but that might also not 
completely mitigate the noise issue.  A replacement patio could be built on the 
used area of the south end of the property. 

 

 
 



Alternatively, a dedicated teen room and flexible meeting rooms could be built on 
the large vacant portion of the property located to the south of the Library.   

 

 
 
There is ample room to construct an addition with a dedicated teen room and a 
large “flexible” meeting room that with built-in partitions could be closed off to 
create two or more meeting rooms or serve a one large meeting room, for example, 
for community-wide meetings.  It is our hope that this solution will be brought 
forward by for consideration by the City Council when they next determine 
priorities for the City. 
 



 
Mock-up of Woodland Branch Library with Soundproof Walls and Addition 

 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Freddie Wheeler, Nelvin Gee, and Pierre Bedard 
Library Commission Infrastructure Subcommittee 


