MONDAY, APRIL 9, 2012

7:00 P.M. - REGULAR ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MEETING
Council Chambers, Los Altos City Hall
One North San Antonio Road, Los Altos, California

ROLL CALL
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA

Members of the audience may bring to the Commission's attention any item that is not on the agenda. Please
complete a "Request to Speak" form and submit it to the Staff Liaison. Speakers are generally given two or
three minutes, at the discretion of the Chait. Please be advised that, by law, the Commission is unable to
discuss or take action on issues presented during the Public Comment Period. According to State Law (also
known as “the Brown Act”) items must first be noticed on the agenda before any discussion or action.

1. Commission Minutes
Approval of minutes — Regular Meeting of March 12, 2012.

DISCUSSION ITEMS

2., Environmental Commission Annual Report to City Council

Review, discussion and revisions if necessary 1o the 2012-2013 Work Plan presented to City
Council at the Joint Meeting on April 3, 2012,

3. Climate Action Plan
Activity progress report by Environmental Commission Task Force and discussion cn next

steps working with consultant, PMC and staff.

4, Tour of Newby Island Composting Facility

Report by subcommittee on upcoming date to tour facility.

5. Disposal and Management of Fxpanded Polystyrene

Staff update on Short-Term Trash Load Reducton Plan followed by discusston.

6. Increasing Watershed Awareness and Stewardship in Los Altos

Discussion led by Commissioner Eyre.

7. Environmental Commission Website

Staff report on monthly hits to website.



Environmental Commission Minutes
March 12, 2012
Page 1 of 2

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
OF THE CITY OF LOS ALTOS, HELD ON MONDAY, MARCH 12, 2012 AT
7:00 P.M. AT LOS ALTOS CITY HALL, ONE NORTH SAN ANTONIQO ROAD,
LOS ALTOS, CALIFORNIA

ROLIL CALL
PRESENT: Bray, Lyre, DeMichiel Anderson, Keller, Reed, Ardehali
ABSENT: None
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
SPECIAL PRESENTATION

Presentation by Mayor Valorie Cook Carpenter of powerpoint, Bui/ding for Tomorow to update and
discuss plans for the Los Altos Community Center Master Plan.

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA
Comments presented by Gary Hedden regarding GreenTown Los Altos solar initiatives and
distribution of Gef So/arized materials and cover sheet provided by GreenTown Los Altos.

1. Commission Minutes
MOTION BY COMMISSIONER DeMICHIEL, SECONDLED BY COMMISSIONER
REED to approve the minutes of the meeting of February 13, 2012 with one correction of the
spelling of Newby Island. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

DISCUSSION ITEMS

2. Appointment to Environmental Commission

Welcome and self introduction by Commuissioner Zahra Ardehali.

3, Climate Action Plan (CAT)

Introduction by Zach Dahl, Senior Planner, Community Development and presentation by
Scott Davidson, PMC Consulting regarding CAP project. Discussion followed the
presentation.

a. Activity progress report by Environmental Commission Task Force.

4. Nomination and Election of Environmental Commission Chair and Vice Chair and
Commission Reorganization
Nominations and election by Commissioners of Don Bray to continue as Chair and Joe Eyre as
Vice Chair,

5. Tour of Newby Island Compostng Facility
Appointment of subcommittee composed of Vice Commissioner Evre and Commissioners
Anderson and Ardehali to attend tour and report back to Commission.

0. Disposal and Management of Expanded Polystyrene
Statf update and discussion on Short-Term Trash l.oad Reduction Plan.




10.

11.

12,

No new information to report from Vice Chair Eyre.

Environmental Commission Work Plan Progress Review

Continue discussion of Summary of Achievements for 2011 Work Plan to present to
Council at joint meeting on April 3, 2012.

Continue discussion of draft for 2012 Environmental Commission Work ’lan to be
discussed with Council at joint meeting on April 3, 2012.

Earth Day Public Outreach and Education

Discussion of Environmental Commissioners to staff information table at the event on
April 21, 2012, noon to 4pm.  Vice Chair Eyre and Commissioners Reed and Ardehali will

attend.

Environmental Commission Website
Staff report on monthly hits to website were 481 from launch date and 274 from January to
present.

City of Los Altos 60" Anniversary Celebration
Report by Commissioner Anderson on Planning Committee meeting progtess. Commissioner
) : : 2 . g prog
Anderson 1s discussion “greening” of the event with the Planning Committee.
g

Announcements and Ttems for Information

Environmental Commissioner Representative at March 13 and March 27, 2012 Council
Meeting — Commissioner Keller and Vice Chair Reed respectively.

Annual Volunteer Recognition Event, Thursday, Apzil 19, 2012 at 5:30pm at LAYC.
'The event will honor all City volunteers, about 215 in total, and includes commissions,

committees, senior center and all other volunteers. April is the month nationally
associated with volunteer recognition.

Report by Commissioner Eyre on Public informational meeting held by the staff of the
Palo Alto Regional Water Quality Control Plant.

Handout — Brown Act and Agenda Process Updates for Liaisons.
Update by staff on hiring of new City Manager Marcia Somers.

Reminder of Joint Meeting with Council on April 3, 2012,

COMMISSION REPORTS AND DIRECTIONS ON FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

ADJOURNMENT

Chair Bray adjourned the meeting at 9:40 p.m.

1. Logan, Assistant Citv Manager and staff liaison
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Summary Points from Environmental Commission meeting with City Council
April 3, 2012

s  Overall, the council was comfortable with our plan for 2012-13, and supportive of
the goals

* Some concern was expressed that we may be taking on too much; we discussed that
some items on the work plan will involve more effort than others; perhaps in next
year’s briefing, we can describe a rough allocation of time anticipated between the
various goals

e  Council suggested that the EC look into getting interns/students to help with writing
an article on how leading businesses in town are leveraging new solid waste
management services and processes to improve their diversion rates

¢  The Santa Clara County Cities Association has made a recent recommendation re
EPS, and single use bags; Val Carpenter said she would forward this to us

» Council discussed the potential need for a consistent city policy on how content is
posted to the city website; some commissions can do this, and others can’t; city staff
to follow up on this; also, the council asked about mechanisms for ‘bi-directional’
communication via the city’s website with the EC

e  Council was generally supportive of the idea of creek signage, and focusing initially
on the new Fremont Road bridge over Permanente Creek; council directed questions
to the new city manager re if/how this requirement can be added into the design at
this point in the design/construction process

e Regarding SCVWD land use guidelines near streams, there were general questions
from council on the status of these standards, and whether this was more Planning &
Transportation Commission question

»  Regarding specific EC commission work related to creek habitats, council suggested
checking with the city attorney v/v potential conflict of interest concerns for
commissioners living close to creeks

e  Council asked about Governor Brown’s potential move to relax CEQA guidelines,
and if the City of Los Altos should actively support this concept

e  Council asked it the EC had any specific financial requests (OPEX or capital
improvement-related); OPEX requests would need to be submitted quickly (e.g.
April), at this point CIP requests may have more runway, possibly a year
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Environmental Commission
2011-2012 Work Plan Highlights and Accomplishments
March, 2012

Rebuilt Los Altos Environment Website

O

©

Updated and added numerous content pages as educational resource to
community. In addition to original content provided by commission
members, website currently includes approximately 60 links to
environmental information available in the broader community.

Updated menu: established consistent branding/look & feel.

Established clear. direct link from the Los Altos home page, and installed
tratfic counter.

~500 hits since launch, a 5X increase in monthly traffic.

No cost to City; work led by Commissioner DeMichiel with contributions
by all commission members.

Climate Action Plan/Sustainability Element

At start of year. presented Environmental Commission (EC) developed
community GHG (Green House Gas) Inventory to city; Inventory reccived
by city council.

During last spring/summer. developed and presented background research
on Sustainability Elements and Climate Action Plans (CAP) to city staff.
In the fall, assisted with request for proposal (RFP) development and
evaluation/selection of contractor to support CAP development process.

e  Water Conservation and Stewardship

¢

o
@]
o]

0

Co-sponsored community forum on water-efficient landscaping with
CalWater:
35 attendees.
—  EC partnership with CalWater; EC arranged logistics, hosted event,
CalWater did postcard mailer, lined up content & presenters.
Developing Los Altos specific water-use baseline with new CalWater data.
Researching and developing initiatives on watershed awareness.
Participation in Creek clean-up activities.

Solid Waste Management

For downtown, reviewed single-stream vs. multi-stream can collection and
provided community outreach and education: championed new downtown
receptacle rims labeled *Recyclables — Organics — Garbage OK —
Contents Sorted QOffsite .

Publicized initial 2010 waste diversion results via article written for Los
Altos Town Crier.

Received 2011 summary report from MTWS: 71.44% overall diversion
rate.



e Expanded Polystyrene (EPS)
o Per city council request, studied Santa Clara County Recycling and Waste

Reduction Commission (RWRC) recommendation to ban EPS.

o Made specific recommendations to Council to put a ban in place
harmonizing various elements of State Regional Water Board’s directions,
and RWRC recommendations.

e Other Activities
o Participated in energy efficiency/reduction outreach with GreenTown Los

Altos and Acterra.

o Participating in planning of Los Altos’ 60™ anniversary celebration, and
incorporation of ‘green’ event guideline.

o Celebrated life and contributions of late EC Chair Patty Rosewater at
memorial service and tree planting ceremony.
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Dear City Council:

We are three students from Los Altos High who are here to speak regarding the Los Altos Plastic
Bag Ban scheduled to go into effect by 2014 as dictated by the Trash Load Reduction Plan. LAHS is a
Green-Certified school, and the Green Team would like to join with the people of Los Altos to
implement of the goals of the Baseload Trashline Reduction Plan, specifically regarding the Single-Use
Carryout Plastic Bag Ordinance.

Our goals are for the Council to discuss this topic at the next meeting and to vote on it within
the next three months and for the ban to apply all stores, not just large supermarkets.

The ban should be voted on approximately one year prior to going into effect. Therefore, discussion
and detail finalization need to happen within the next meetings. We suggest that voting shouid occur
by mid-July or August 2012 so that the ban can go into effect by July 1, 2013.

Los Altos can be among the leading cities in California on passing a plastic bag ban. The ban
should be voted on as soon as possible to ensure that it goes it to affect quickly, saving thousands of
plastic bags from the garbage dumps. Los Altos is ready for the ban now. 98% of all students, who
were given the opportunity, signed our petition--this shows they are enthusiastic about the ban and
want it now. Mountain View is looking into passing a ban soon as well, and we should coordinate to
make it simpler for those shoppers who shop in both cities. We will be happy to discuss this idea with
Mountain View representatives.

The ban should apply to plastic bags in all stores, not just the large supermarkets. This creates a
level playing field for all stores within Los Altos regardless of size. It also makes it easier for
customers because they know that they have to bring reusable bags to all stores.

In conclusion, we request that the Council discusses this issue at the next meeting and considers

banning plastic bags from all stores,

Thank you for your time.
Sincerely,
Meredith Soward
Roya Samani
Submitted @ Los Altos Citv ol Megeting Sruthi Jayakumar
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Regarding the potential ban on plastic bags in stores within Los Altos, California:

We, the students of Los Altos High School, would like to express our full support for
such & ban. Plastic bags are highly wasteful of precious resources. Additionally, bags that are
not properly disposed of can suffocate animals who come in contact with them. Thousands of
plastic bags make their way into the Pacific Ocean, specifically, the “Great Pacific Garbage
Patch” and many more pollute streets and parks all over California. San Jose has recognized the
threat of plastic bags, and passed a ban against usage of such in stores throughout the city, Los
Altos too can help to eliminate reliance on plastic bags for shopping. By banning stores from
handing out plastic bags to customers, fewer bags will be created, resources will be conserved,
and litter decreased. Customers will have incentive to remember to bring their reusable shopping

bags inside stores as they will not have the easy fallback plan of plastic bags.

rs

Please recognize how much of a difference Los Altos can make to help the environment

and to keep our town cleaner by banning plastic bags in our major stores.

Attached is the list containing the names of students who are in favor of the plastic bag ban.
Thank you so much for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Students of Los Altos High School
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Let It Rain: Bioswales at Rosita Park Help
Slow It, Spread It, Sink It

Posted by margie_s on Thursday, April 5, 2012 + Leave a Comment

by Gary Hedden, GreenTown Volunteer

The recent storms have been handled with ease along Rosita Ave in Los Altos. The newly
rebuilt Rosita Park has a lot of impervious surface so storm water runoff was a big concern.
With three tennis courts and a big parking lot, water could have surged down the street into

the storm drain, carrying with it lawn chemicals, oil from cars, and other pollutants that

harm our creeks and Bav and the wildlife in them.

Curb cuts along Rosita Ave. help direct
stormwater to a bioswale. Photo credit: Gary
Hedden

But it didn’t. Instead curb cuts cleverly directed the water to infiltration areas filled with a
special soil, slowing the flow and allowing the water to sink into the subsurface. These
planted areas that slow and help sink water are sometimes referred to as bioswales. Pipes
buried 18 inches deep eventually carry excess water to the storm drain.

According to Larry Lind, Senior Engineer with the City of Los Altos, this approach will
“slow the flow into the storm drain and allow micro-organism treatment of the water.” So
we get both flood control and cleaner water in our creeks. Denise Welsh, who lives at the
corner of Rosita and Campbell, says she and her husband are “extremely pleased” with how
well the system works,

Three cheers to the City of Los Altos for a job well done.

http://greentownlosaltos.org/let-it-rain-bioswales-at-rosita-park-help-slow-it-spread-it-sink-it/  4/6/2012
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Rocks and special soil in the swale help to slow
and sink the stormwater. Photo credit: Gary
Hedden
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