
 
 
 
 

DATE: April 9, 2018  
 

AGENDA ITEM # 3 

 
TO: Environmental Commission 
 
FROM: J. Logan, Staff Liaison 
 
SUBJECT: Receive Update from Commissioner Bray and Chair Teksler (via email) on LEED 

Charrette for new Community Center 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Accept update and provide comments 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The new Community Center is currently at the beginning phase of the Design Development Process 
the second of three design phases.  On March 13, 2018, staff and the Noll & Tam design team 
presented the Schematic Design to City Council.  
 
The Recreation & Community Services Department, Technology (IT), Engineering, and Public Works 
continue to provide programming input. Staff will continue to provide updates and solicit input from 
representatives of neighboring facilities near the construction site that include the Main Library, Bus 
Barn Theater and History Museum.  
 
Meetings to provide project updates with neighborhood groups, community center users groups, and 
the community at large are being planned and recent meetings were held on February 23 and February 
28, 2018 at the Hillview and Grant Senior programs, and March 1 with neighbors near the community 
center. The purpose of these outreach events is to inform the public on the progress of the project 
and solicit input on potential impacts at key points during the design. Staff will continue to regularly 
engage, solicit feedback, and provide information at intervals throughout the design process. 
 
During the Design Development Phase, the design team will further develop the details of the 
schematic layout with the many engineering disciplines including mechanical, electrical, plumbing, 
civil, audio visual, and security access. The start of construction is anticipated in summer 2019. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The new Community Center Design consultant, Noll & Tam Architects (N&T), invited two 
Environmental Commission members to participate in a Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design (LEED) Charrette on March 22, 2018.  The purpose of the LEED charrette was to review 
project goals and to go through the LEED Score Card selection process.  Meeting attendees included 
architects, various subconsultants (mechanical, electrical, plumbing, civil, structural and others), City 
staff, and two Environmental Commissioners.  The Environmental Commission at its meeting on 
March 12, 2018 discussed the invitation for input at the LEED Charrette event, selected the two 



 
 
 
 
 
Commissioners to attend as representatives and provided the Commissioner representative with 
direction related to the LEED Charrette decisions.  The Environmental Commission selected 
Commissioner Bray to attend the LEED Charrette. The Commission also selected Chair Teksler to 
serve as an alternate. Due to a vacancy in the meeting group, both Environmental Commissioners 
attended and participated in the event. 
 
The LEED Charrette group evaluated and discussed categories on the scorecard to achieve a LEED 
Gold equivalency.  A LEED Gold equivalency requires between 60 and 79 points.  The scorecard 
includes categories for water efficiency, sustainable sites, innovation and design process, indoor 
environmental quality, energy and atmosphere, and materials and resources. Within each category, 
points may be given if targets are met for such items as heat island reduction, rainwater management, 
construction waste diversion from landfills, low-emitting interior components, acoustical 
performance, interior lighting levels, energy performance, and water and energy consumption.    
 
The LEED Charette meeting attendees reviewed the list of available LEED credit strategies and 
requirements, determined which strategies are best suited for the project, which components will not 
be pursued, and which components need to be investigated further.  Some of the credits were 
influenced by the cost to obtain the sustainability level required for points, as an increased cost would 
mean forgoing some other aspect of the building  
 
Afterwards the consultant prepared a report to document action items/next steps for all team 
members.  As this first LEED Charette is the initial meeting to get the team of consultants thinking 
about how best to achieve LEED Gold equivalency, there will be ongoing discussions and research 
into the different sustainability elements on how best the team will achieve the goals.   
 
At the April 9, 2018 Environmental Commission meeting, an update to Commissioners will be 
presented by Commissioner Bray and Chair Teksler (via email) and City staff pursuant to the LEED 
Charrette.   The attending Environment Commissioners supported the direction the project is heading 
in relation to sustainable issues and the draft LEED scorecard.   
   
Attachments:  to be presented under separate cover at the meeting and to be posted on the 

Environmental Commission website agenda materials 
A. LACC LEED Design Charrette Notes.   
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