
DATE: September 11, 2017 

AGENDA ITEM # 5 

TO:    City of Los Altos Commissions 

FROM:   J. Logan, Hillview Community Center Task Force Process Liaison 

SUBJECT:   Commissions Encouraged to Provide Input to the Hillview Community Center 
Task Force 

BACKGROUND 
On April 25, 2017, the City Council approved the creation of a Capital Improvement Project for the 
design and construction of a new Community Center (Center). Council also approved a project budget 
of $25 million, which is currently available in City reserves, to fund the project.  

To ensure the community has ample opportunity to engage in the planning process for the Center, 
Council Adopted Resolution No. 2017-15 establishing the Hillview Community Center Project Task 
Force, Attachment A. The mission of the Task Force (TF) is to hold public meetings to gather 
community input and provide recommendations to the City Council on the interior space allocation 
and exterior design and layout of the Hillview Community Center. 

The 11-member Task Force will serve in a temporary term (anticipated through December 2017) for 
the duration of planning the Center project. The Task Force initial meeting was held on June 15th and 
subsequent meetings were held on June 22 and 29, 2017.  July meetings are July 13 and 25, 2017.  
August meeting dates and locations are to be scheduled.  A Study Session with City Council is 
scheduled on September 26, 2017 at 6:00 pm in Community Chambers.   

DISCUSSION 
The Selection Panel selected the architect design team (Team) to interact with the TF, staff and 
community to design the Center. The Team will be introduced at the July 25th Task Force meeting and 
will continue to engage with the TF and community per the time-line as designated in Attachment B.  

To provide Commission input to the TF, it is requested that each Commission place on its August 
agenda this staff report, discuss and provide input on the question below and send its response to 
Erica Ray, staff liaison to the TF.  The responses will be most useful for discussions by the TF with 
the Team and with Council.  

The Vision Statement for the Center was approved by Council in 2009 and updated in 2014/15, 
Attachment C. 

Upon discussing the Hillview Community Center Project at its August 14th meeting, the 
Environmental Commission developed and compiled a comprehensive set of considerations to 
provide to the Task Force, Attachment D. 

QUESTION:  Within the focus (jurisdiction) of your Commission, are there considerations 
for the Hillview Community Center Project you would like the Task Force to know?  Please 
discuss and respond back to the Task Force staff liaison.   



Attachments: 
A. Resolution No. 2017-15
B. 2017-2018 Architect Design Schedule
C. 2014/15 Vision Summary
D. Final report from Environmental Commission to Task Force



ATTACHMENT A



ATTACHMENT B



ATTACHMENT C



1 North San Antonio Road 
Los Altos, California 94022-3087 

M E M O R A N D U M

DATE: August 18, 2017 

TO: Hillview Community Center Task Force 

FROM: Environmental Commission 

SUBJECT: CONSIDERATIONS FOR THE TASK FORCE PURSUANT TO THE 
BUILDING OF THE HILLVIEW COMMUNITY CENTER 

The Environmental Commission (EC) appreciates the opportunity to submit the following input 

as design considerations to the Hillview Community Center Task force.   We thank the City for 

requiring a LEAD Silver building in the design RFP and assume that, with that designation, the 

building will incorporate many sustainable building concepts such as energy efficient HVAC 

mechanical systems and appliances, water conserving fixtures and incorporation of recycled 

content materials.  

The EC envisions a facility that serves as a demonstration of sustainability to our community. We 

would like to call out the specific features outlined below as the highest priority sustainability 

features to be included in the design of the site. We welcome the opportunity to provide more 

detailed information and input when appropriate. 

Waste 

Deconstruction and Materials Reuse 

Minimize landfill waste by deconstructing existing building and hardscape and reusing materials 

where possible in new building. 

Energy 
100% Electric building 

All energy needs of HVAC, mechanical equipment, water heating and appliances should be 

provided by electricity, thereby minimizing Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions generated during 

building’s operation.  (Natural Gas has significantly higher GHG emissions compared to 

electricity, particularly now that Los Altos has GHG-free electricity.) 

ATTACHMENT D



 
 

   

Photovoltaic System with Battery Storage and/or Solar Water Heating System 

The ability to capture and store electrical/thermal energy generated from PV/Solar systems is 

increasingly important as our solar generation capacity increases grid-wide.   

 

Healthy Indoor Environment  

Incorporate natural lighting, passive heating and cooling principles, and non-toxic materials to 

ensure a healthy environment for occupants and decreased energy demand. 

 

Water 
Zero Rainwater Runoff  

Use permeable surfaces for all hardscape surfaces to ensure no rainwater runoff from the site.  

Incorporate rain gardens and/or collection and storage for capture and infiltration during storm 

events.   Investigate feasibility of collecting and storing rainwater for irrigation of native plant 

landscaping.  

 

Transportation 

 
Design for Alternative and Clear Air Transportation 

Incorporate a drop-off area to accommodate ridesharing services and future shuttles.  Ensure safe 

and convenient access for pedestrians and cyclists.  Include at least 5 Electric Vehicle Charging-

ready parking spaces (preferable with charging stations included), convenient areas for bicycle 

parking, and waste/compost/recycling storage and pickup area. 
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