ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MEETING

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2013 - 7:00 P.M.
Community Meeting Chambers, Los Altos City Hall
1 North San Antonio Road, Los Altos, California

ESTABLISH QUORUM
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA

Members of the audience may bring to the Commission's attention any item that is not on the agenda. Please
complete a "Request to Speak” form and submit it to the Staff Liaison. Speakers are generally given two ot
three minutes, at the discretion of the Chair. Please be advised that, by law, the Commission is unable to
discuss ot take action on issues presented during the Public Comment Period. According to State Law (also
known as “the Brown Act”) items must first be noticed on the agenda befote any discussion or action.

ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION/ACTION

1. Commission Minutes
Approve minutes of the meeting of January 14, 2013

2. Los Altos Climate Action Plan
a. Accept update on Climate Action Plan
b. Discuss proposed greenhouse gas reduction target and preliminary greenhouse gas
reduction measures

3. Eanvironmental Public Information Forums
Review and discuss opporturities, topics and methodelogy for public education and
outreach

4. Disposal and Management of Expanded Polystyrene (EPS) and Singie-Use Bags

Recetve staff report on status of single-use bag ordinance

5. Envircnmenta! Commission Website
Receive update on website activity and discuss potential items to add to site

6. Envircnmental Commission Work Plan Progress Review
Review and discuss progress on 2012/13 Work Plan



7. Environmental Commission Report to Council at Joint Meeting

Prepare report on 2012/13 achievements
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

8. Increasing Watershed Awareness and Stewardship in Los Altos
Staff update on watershed signage on creek projects

9. Proposed Greenhouse (Gas Dashboard

Discuss next steps for usage of proposed greenhouse gas dashboard

10. Electric Vehicle Charging Stations

Receive update on potential charging station program

11. Monthiy Staff Report

Receive information and announcements from City Staff
COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS AND COMMENTS

POTENTIAL FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

ADJOURNMENT

SPECIAL NOTICES TO PUBLIC

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Altos will make reasonable arrangements
to ensure accessibility tc this meeting. If you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact
the City Clerk at least 48 hours priot to the meeting at (650) 947-2720.

Agendas, Staff Reports and some associated documc:nts for the Envu:onrnental Conm.ssxon items may be viewed
on the Internet at http:

If you wish to provide written materials, please provide the Commission Staff Liaison with 10 copies of any
document that you would like to submit to the Commissioners in order for it to become part of the public
record.

For other questions regarding the meeting proceedings, please contact the City Clerk at (650) 947-2720.




Environmental Commission Minutes
January 14, 2013
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION OF THE
CITY OF LOS ALTOS, HELD ON MONDAY, JANUARY 14, 2012 AT
7:00 P.M. AT LOS ALTOS CITY HALL, 1 NORTH SAN ANTONIO ROAD,

LOS ALTOS, CALIFORNIA
ESTABLISH QUORUM
PRESENT: Bray, Eyre, DeMichiel, Keller, Reed, Hedden, Ardehali
ABSENT: None
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA

None

ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION/ACTION

1. Commission Minutes
Action: Upon 2 motion by Comnussioner Hedden, seconded by Vice Chair Eyre, the
Commission unanimously approved the minutes of the meeting of the December 10, 2012,
amended to add “c. Target for GHG reduction is from 15% and up to 25% as a stretch tarpet”
to item 2.

2. Climate Action Plan
a. Accept update on Climate Action Plan (CAP)
b. Receive presentation and suggest next steps for usage of proposed greenhouse gas
(GHG) dashboard
c. Discuss target for GHG reduction from 15% and up to 25% as a stretch target

3. Environmental Public Information Forums
Review and discuss opportunities, topics and methodology for public education and outteach

Disposal and Management of Fxpanded Polystyrene (EPS) and Single-Use Ba,
a. Accept staff report presented to City Council on January 8, 2013
b. Discuss report and provide suggestions for involvement of Environmental
Commission with staff on activities for community outreach and education

4, Environmental Commission Website
Receive update on website activity and discuss potential items to add to site.
Total website hits for 2012 are 1842 and for Dec. 11, 2012 — Jan. 11, 2013 are 47.

5. Environmental Commission Work Plan Progress Review
Review and discuss progress on 2012/13 Wotk Plan

6. Environmental Commission Report to Council at Joint Meeting

Prepare report on 2012/13 Achievements



7. 2013 City Council Meeting Calendar

Review and assign Commissioner’s attendance at 2013 Council meetings

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

8. Increasing Watershed Awareness and Stewardship in Los Altos

Staff update on watershed signage on creek projects

9. Electric Vehicle Charging Stations
Accept update on potential charging station program

10.  Monthly Staff Report
Environmental Sustainability Report presented at Council Retreat on Jan. 12, 2013

COMMISSIONERS’ TEPORTS AND COMMENTS
POTENTIAL FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
ADJOURNMENT

Chair Bray adjourned the meeting at 9:37 p.m.



DATE: February 11, 2013

AGENDA ITEM # 2

TO: Environmental Commission
FROM: Zachary Dahl, Senior Planner

SUBJECT: Los Altos Climate Action Plan

RECOMMENDATION:

Recommend that the City Council:

A. Adopt a greenhouse gas reduction target of 15 percent below the 2005 baseline; and

B. Accept the preliminary reduction measures outlined in Tier 1 as a framework for achieving the
15 percent greenhouse gas reduction target

BACKGROUND

State Assembly Bill (AB) 32, the Global Warming Solutions Act, was signed into law in 2006 and
directed public agencies in California to support the Statewide target of reducing greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions to 1990 levels by 2020, One means to support AB 32 is through the preparation
of a Climate Action Plan (CAP) which provides a policy a framework for how a jurisdiction can
reduce GHG emissions. Compliance with AB 32 is not a mandatory requirement for public
agencies, but it can qualify a jurisdiction for incentves such as addidonal grant funding and
streamlined environmental review.

Over the past nine months, staff has been working with PMC, the City’s CAP consultant, and the
Environmental Commission, to prepare a qualified GHG reduction strategy. This includes
preparation of an inventory of the City’s existing GHG emissions for municipal operations and
community-wide, a calculation of the City’s anticipated emissions into the future, and a summary of
recent State legislative actions and how they will reduce City emissions.

At the December 10, 2012 meeting, the Environmental Commission received a report which
outlined the City’s existing accomplishments such as the Green Building Otdinance, the Solid Waste
Hauling Franchise Agreement, water conservation efforts and adoption of a Bicycle Master Plan,
which will contribute to a reduction in future City emissions.

The report also presented three options for setting a community-wide GHG reduction target that
would ensure that the CAP could be a qualifiecd GHG reduction strategy. After receiving public
input and discussing the reduction target options, the Commission voted to recommend that the
City move forward with a goal of reducing GHG emissions by 15 percent below the 2005 baseline.
The Commission also asked that staff provide an outline of what reduction measures would be
required if a more aggressive reduction target of 20-25 percent below the 2005 baseline was to be
considered.



DISCUSSION

In order to accomplish the 15 percent GHG emissions reduction target by 2020, staff has worked
with PMC to develop an outline of the preliminary measures that will need to be included in the
CAP (see attached report). The reduction measures, identified as Tier 1, would rely on many of the
existing City policies and practices, along with some new policies and ordinances, in order to achieve
the reduction target. This would enable the. CAP to be a qualified GHG reduction strategy that
complies with AB 32 and allows future projects within the City to be eligible for streamlined
approval through the environmental review process.

The reduction measures identified in Tier 1 have been quantified to show how they would
contribute to achieving the reduction target but are preliminary at this point. The goal is to get
feedback from the Commission, and support from the City Council, before moving forward and
developing the details of how each measure will be designed and implemented. The reduction
measures in Tier 1 will require additional City staff time and resources in order to implement, but
the scope is manageable and it is anticipated that it can be accomplished without requiting the hiring
of additional staff.

As requested by the Commission, the report also includes an outline of measures that would be
necessary in order to achieve a more aggressive GHG reduction tatget of 20-25 percent (Tier 2).
This more aggressive GHG reduction target would exceed the requirements of AB 32 and shifts the
nature of the reduction measures from being based primatily around educational outreach and
voluntary compliance to programs that would requite mandatory compliance. In addition, the
adopdon of the reduction measures in Tier 2 would require additional City resources and the hiring
of additional staff.

Therefore, in order to achieve the goal of preparing a CAP that can be certfied as a qualified GHG
reduction strategy, staff recommends that the Commission recommend adcption of a GHG
reduction target of 15 percent below the 2005 baseline and accept the measures outlined in Tier 1 as
the framework for achieving that target.

Attachments:

A. Preliminary GHG Reduction Measures and GHG Reduction Estimates

February 11, 2013
Los Altos Climate Action Plan Page 2
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MEMO

To: Zach Dahl
City of Los Altos

From: Jeff Henderson, Leeanne Singleton, Chris Read
PMC

Date: February 4, 2013

Re: Los Altos Climate Action Plan

Preliminary Greenhouse Gas Reduction Measures and Greenhouse Gas Reduction Estimates

Introduction

State Assembly Bill 32, the Global YWarming Solutions Act, was signed into law in 2006 which set a greenhouse
gas reduction target of reducing emissions to 1990 levels by 2020 — roughly equivalent to a |15% reduction
below 2005 GHG emission levels, and directed public agencies in California to support the Statewide
achievement of the GHG reduction target. A Climate Action Plan {CAP) is the policy document that
jurisdictions, such as Los Altos, can use to provide a policy a framework that outlines how the City can achieve
this goal.

In November 2011, the City Council awarded Pacific Municipal Consultants (PMC) with a contract to prepare
a CAP for the City of Los Altos. In March 2012, PMC started work on the CAP by collecting background data
and updating the existing Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions Inventories (Municipal Operations and
Community-wide), The updated inventories established the 2005 baseline GHG emission levels generated
within the City of Los Altos. Subsequently, GHG emission forecasts, and identification and quantification of
the City’s existing efforts to reduce GHG emissions were presented to the Environmental Commission..

At their December 10, 2012 meeting, the Environmental Commission considered multiple options for adopting
a GHG emissions reduction target. The Commission recommended that the City set a target of reducing GHG
emissions by 15% belew 2005 emissions by 2020, which would be consistent with Assembly Bill (AB) 32. The
Commission also asked staff to provide an outline of the measures that would be necessary in order to meet a
more aggressive stretch target of 20% to 25% below 2005 emissions levels by 2020. This memo provides a
summary of the measures that could be included in the CAP and outlines a path toward achieving the 15%
reduction target.

GHG Reduction Strategy Structure

Focus Areas Covered
The Climate Action Plan (CAP) identifies five focus areas: Land Use & Transportation, Energy, Resource

Conservation, Green Community, and Government Operations (shown in Figure 1). These focus areas group
proposed measures and actions into similar categories.

ATTACHMENT A



Figure | — Los Altos Climate Action Plan Focus Areas
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Within each focus area, preliminary measures are identified that address specific topics {e.g., alternative
transportation strategies, greywater procurement). GHG reductions are estimated at the measure level by
calculating the cumulative effect of actions using performance metrics. Actions identify steps the City will
take to implement each measure (e.g., developing or adopting an ordinance, amending the zoning code,
establishing partnerships with other organizations). Performance metrics are identified for each measure,
clearly defining items the City will track in the future to monitor progress. Performance metrics start at the
measure level {e.g, 15% reduction in energy use, 5% reduction in commute vehicle miles traveled, or VMT)
and are refined through the quantification process (e.g,, 500 households participating in a program that reduces
energy use 45% per household). Figure 2 summarizes these components of the measure development
process.

Figure 2 — Focus Areas, Measures, Actions, and Performance Metrics Defined
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Tier 1 + Tier 2 + Best Management Practices

Per the Environmental Commission recommendation, staff has moved forward and developed a suite of
reduction measures that can achieve a GHG reduction target consistent with AB 32, which is equivalent to
15% below baseline levels by 2020. These reduction measures are identified as Tier |. Staff has also provided
an outline of the reduction measures necessary to achieve a more aggressive stretch target of 20%-25% below
baseline levels by 2020. These additional reduction measures are identified as Tier 2 and would exceed the
reduction targets of AB 32.

Across the focus areas, preliminary tiers of strategies have been defined.
*  Tier | strategies — 15% below 2005 levels, which would achieve consistency with AB 32.
= Tier 2 strategies — 20% to 25% below 2005 levels, which would reduce GHG emissions beyond AB 32.

* Tier 3 strategies — Project level best management practices (BMPs) that would be implemented with
new projects and development in order to demonstrate consistency with the CAP. This would also
allow future projects to be eligible for streamlined environmental review (California Environmental
Quality Act or CEQA). Due to uncertainty regarding the number of new projects that may be
implementing BMPs, these measures and actions have not been quantified or credited toward the
GHG reduction targets.

A brief description of the types of measures and actions incorporated within each tier is provided in Figure 3.

Figure 3 — Tiered Emissions Reduction Approach
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Quantification Methods

The GHG emissions reduction benefit of each measure is determined by changes in operation, activity, or
efficiency. In general, there are three types of reductions in climate action plans: (I) avoided emissions (e.g.,
walk instead of drive), (2) greater efficiency (e.g., drive an electric vehicle), and (3) sequestration (e.g., increase
carbon storage through planting trees). GHG emissions reduction estimates are identified for the year 2020.

The information used to estimate GHG emissions reductions is summarized in Figure 4. The baseline GHG
inventory and forecast serves as the foundation for quantifying the City’s GHG reduction measures. Activity
data from the inventory (e.g.. vehicle miles traveled (VMT) and kilowatt-hours (k¥Vh) of electricity) are used
with performance targets and indicators to calculate the GHG emissions reduction potential of measures. This
approach ensures that GHG emissions reductions relate to baseline and future activities in the community.

3



Figure 4 = Emissions Quantification Sources and Tools

Scholarly Research

Case Studies in Similar Jurisdictions

CAPCOA, EPA, CEC, and CARB Tools/Reports

| Baseline and Forecast GHG Inventory

Whenever possible, emissions reduction estimates are based on tools and reports provided by government
agencies such as the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), California EPA, California Energy
Commission (CEC), California Air Resources Board (CARB), California Air Pollution Control Officers
Association {CAPCOA), and local air districts (Bay Area Air Quality Management District for Santa Clara
County). if accurate reduction estimates are not available through these tools, a case study with comparable
characteristics may be used. Finally, for more long-range reduction measures that lack actual on-the-ground
testing or analysis, current scholarly and peer-reviewed research is combined with knowledge of existing City
practices to create a defensible estimate of future emissions reductions. Table | provides a detailed example
calculation that demonstrates the types of information and performance indicators to quantify each measure.

Table | = Example Measure Quantification

Example Quantification: Measure 2.2.A.
Facilitate energy efficiency financing for residential and commercial properties

(Electricity Reductidng for Sirgle-Family Residential Completing Advanced Retrofit Option)

Cuantificarion Daca Tear; 2020  Pam Source
A Baseline Owner-Occupied Households 8,939 US Census
B Average kWh per single-family household 8,628 PG&E Planning Report
€ Advanced retrofit participation {(single-family households) 5% Participation Goal
D Number of participating owner-occupied households 450 Calculation = A*C
E  kWh reduction rate for advanced retrofits 45% Energy Upgrade CA
F  kWh savings per household 3,880 Calculation = B*E
G  Overall kWh savings 1,746,000 Calculation = D*F
H Metric tons of CO,e (MTCO,e) per k¥Wh 0000173 Los Altos GHG Inventory
I Emissions reduction (MTCO,e) 300 Calculation = G*H

Note: This calculation is one component of the action identified, which is one component of the measure. The full action also includes a calculation
of the natural gas savings to occur through retrofits and a separate analysis of the commercial electricity ond natural gas savings that would occur.
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GHG Reduction Strategy Results

This section summarizes the results of preliminary quantification (for a full list of measures, actions, and
reductions, see Attachment 1). For ease of review and discussion, the results of the GHG reduction
quantification have been summarized in two ways: by focus area and by tier.

Focus Areas

The reduction measures identify emissions reductions from each source in order to avoid reliance on any one
strategy or sector to achieve the targets. The majority of GHG reductions identified to achieve the 15%
reduction target come from the Land Use & Transportation and Energy sectors, which correspond to the
largest sources of GHG emissions in Los Altos. The GHG reduction resuits for Tier | measures are
summarized by focus area in Figure 5. The combined GHG reduction results of Tier [+ Tier 2 measures is
summarized by focus area in Figure 6.

Figure 5 — 2020 GHG Reductions (Tier 1) by Focus Area
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Figure 6 — 2020 GHG Reductions (Tier 1+ Tier 2) by Focus Area
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Tiers

To demonstrate the City’s ability to achieve the minimum GHG reduction target, and identify opportunities to
achieve a more aggressive GHG reduction target, the results of the proposed GHG reduction measures have
also been presented by tier. Tier | reduction measures identify a path for Los Altos to achieve a community-
wide GHG reduction target of |5% below baseline levels by 2020, which would support the City’s ability to
use the CAP as a Qualified GHG Reduction Strategy. Tier | measures are mostly voluntary, are more likely to
be implemented by the community, build off of existing GHG emissions reduction programs, and are
considered implementable by City staff given current resources and funding. Full implementation of Tier |
measures would reduce 2020 local emissions by approximately 12,260 MTCOze.

Tier 2 measures identify a path for Los Altos to work toward more aggressive GHG reductions beyond AB 32
requirements. Tier 2 includes more new, mandatory, and regulatory measures than Tier |, would require
additional staff funding and resources, and may be more difficult for the community to implement. Fuil
implementation of Tier 2 strategies would reduce 2020 local emissions by an additional 16,450 MTCO»e
beyond the Tier | strategies, for a total reduction of 28,710 MTCO:ze. In order to achieve the Tier 2 GHG
reductions, the City would need to implement measures identified in both tlers. A summary of the GHG
reductions by focus area and Tier is presented in Table 2.

Table 2 — Reductions by Focus Area and Tier

Foé:-u?-\r;a Tier | Tier2 Tier [#Tier 2

| (MTCO;¢e) (MTCOge) (MTCO;e)
Land Use & Transportation -5,700 -11,610 -17,310
Energy -5,420 -2,720 -8,140
Resource Conservation -200 -1,440 -1,640
Green Community -420 =210 -630
Government Operations -520 -470 -9%0
Total -12,260 -16,450 -28,710

Relationship to Targets

Complete implementation of the measures included in Tier | would allow the community to achieve a 15%
reduction of GHG emissions below 2005 levels by 2020. If the City Council chose to implement the more
aggressive measures included in Tier 2, the community would achieve a 24% reduction of GHG emissions
below 2005 levels by 2020. Figure 7 iilustrates anticipated progress toward achieving the Tier | GHG
reduction target through 2020.

Figure 7 demonstrates the City’s GHG Emissions trends from the baseline year of 2005 through 2020 under a
variety of different scenarios:

e A business-as-usual (BAU) forecast is an estimate of how GHG emissions will likely grow over time
without influence from state, regional, and local reduction efforts. This BAU emissions forecast
assumes 2005 energy consumption, waste disposal, and energy efficiency rates remain the same, while
the population continues to grow.

e An adjusted business as usual (ABAU) forecast takes into account the regulations and actions put in
place by State agencies to reduce local GHG emissions. The ABAU scenario indicates what the



community GHG emissions will look like in 2020, if State actions are taken to reduce GHG emissions,
but no local actions are implemented.

# The local accomplishments scenario indicates the emissions levels expected in Los Altos with the
combination of the ABAU scenario and actions already implemented by the city to reduce GHG
emissions. Accomplishments in this scenario include updates to the Green Building Ordinance,
implementation of bicycle infrastructure, and adoption of new waste franchise agreements.

e The CAP Reduction Measure Scenario indicates what GHG emissions will look like in Los Altos by
2020 through implementation of the Climate Action Plan.

Figure 7 — Achievement of Tier | GHG Reduction Target by 2020
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Discussion

The Environmental Commission should review the measures and actions described in Attachment |, and be
prepared to discuss the suitability and feasibility for the community and City to implement key measures.
Specifically, the Commission should consider the general feasibility across the range of recommended Tier |
measures.

Additional considerations for discussion may include the suitability of specific Tier 2 measures for the Los
Altos community, the placement of a measure or action within a certain tier, or opportunities for additional
measures and actions to be included in the CAP. Key outcomes should include a preliminary recommendation
from the Environmental Commission to City Council confirming a range of feasible measures that should be
included in Tier | necessary to meet the 15% GHG emissions reduction target that is consistent with AB 32.
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Next Steps

Following the February 11, 2013, Environmental Commission meeting, staff will present an update on the CAP
and summarize the Commission’s recommendations regarding preliminary measures and actions to the City
Council. The update to Council is anticipated to happen on March 12, 2013. At this meeting, Council will set
the GHG reduction target that will be included in the CAP and provide direction to staff regarding the
measures and actions that should be used to achieve that reduction target. Staff will continue working with the
consultant team to refine measures and actions based on the feedback received at these meetings, and begin to
identify appropriate implementation metrics for each measure. The next step in the process will be to prepare
a draft of the Los Altos Climate Action Plan.
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DATE: February 11, 2013

AGENDA ITEM # 3

TO: Environmental Commission

FROM: J. Logan, Staff Liaison

SUBJECT: Eavironmental Public Information Forums
RECOMMENDATION:

Review and discuss opportunities, topics and methodology for public education and
outreach

BACKGROUND

The Environmental Commission Work Plan, Goal 1, is to provide community education
outreach activities in accordance with the Council approved work plan goals to advance
natural resource conservation and environmental quality in Los Altos.

‘The Commission determines topics and opportunities for approved public forums related to
sustainability. An example of public outreach activities were public forums held prior to the
award of the waste disposal contract and a study to determine both Municipal and
Community Green House Gas emissions for the City. Cutrent outreach efforts include the
design and analysis of a survey to the community to facilitate and gain public input for the
Los Altos Climate Action Plan and coordination with the Climate Action Plan consultant
firm and with the Community Development Department. An additional topic is single-use
bags and issues involved with polystyrene products.

DISCUSSION

The Environmental Commission is continuing discussion regarding community education
and outreach activities.

To that goal, a Commission subcommittee is exploting topic ideas and approaches on
additional ways to engage the public via education and information forums, various outreach
mechanisms. The subcommittee will guide this discussion.



DATE: February 11, 2013

AGENDA ITEM #4

TO: Environmental Commission

FROM: J- Logan, Staff Liaison

SUBJECT: Disposal and Management of Expanded Polystyrene (EPS) and Single-Use
Bags

RECOMMENDATION:

A. Reccive staff report on status of single-use bag ordinance

BACKGROUND

The issue of restrictions on single use bags and polystyrene foam food containers was presented
to the City Council at the January 10, 2012 Council meeting as a strategy to help mitigate effects
of litter in stormwater. City Council authorized staff to submit the City of Los Altos’ Baseline
Trash Load and Short-Term Trash Load Reduction Plan to the San Francisco Regional Water
Quality Control Board. This Plan lists trash control measures that the City of Los Altos will
need to implement in order to reduce the City’s trash loads 40% by July 2014 as required by the
Municipal Regional Stormwater Discharge NPDES Permit (MRP). Two such control measures
include prohibiting dispensing single use plastic bags at the checkout stands of retail
establishments and prohibiting the use of polystyrene foam food containers at food service
facilities.

On April 10, 2012, Council directed staff to participate in San Mateo County’s collaborative
regional effort to complete an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) that includes a ptoposed
ordinance for reusable bags.

At the January 8, 2013 City Council meeting, Council took action on staff recommendations as
follows:

Recommendation to:

A. Direct staff to prepare ordinances for reusable bags and polystyrene food containers
DIRECTED STAFF TO PREPARE ORDINANCES

B. Appropriate $30,000 from the Solid Waste Fund for implementation of the ordinances
DIRECTED STAFF TO REPORT ON PROPOSED USE OF $30,000

The Environmental Commission has been engaged in following the activities of the San
Mateo Environmental Impact Report public hearings and reports in which the City of Los
Altos was a participating member and in outreach activities to the community to promote
the use of re-usage bags and restrain the use of single use bags.



DISCUSSION
At the January 22, 2013 Council Meeting, Council took action to:

A. Direct staff to prepate an ordinance for single use plastic bags for all retail stores
B. Appropriate $30,000 from the Solid Waste Fund for implementation of the ordinances for
single use plastic bags and polystytrene containers.

This action was to be continued to February 12, 2013 but will now be continued to February 26,
2013 pending legal review of the EIR and Council direction.



DATE: February 11, 2013

AGENDA ITEM #5

TO: Environmental Commission
FROM: J. Logan, Staff Liaison

SUBJECT: Environmental Commission Website
RECOMMENDATION:

Receive update on website activity and discuss potential items to add to site

BACKGROUND

The Commission redesigned and reorganized the content on the Environmental
Commission website on the City’s Commission webpage. Knowing that a major redesign of
the City site was planned, the Commission undertook this project as a temporary solution
with the expectation that the Environmental website will be blended under the City site once
the site is constructed. The introductory statement on the Commission website states the

purposc as:

The City of Los Altos Environmental Commission has designed this site to inform and
educate the community about local programs and initiatives that support the environment
and to provide information about resources available throughout Santa Clara County and the
Bay Area.

If you have any comments, questions, or suggestions please feel free to
contact environmental@losaltosca.gov. Enjoy!

The Environmental Commission seeks to maintain the website with relevant, high value
content, in a manner that is visually pleasing, navigates well, and ties into the City website.
The Commission monitors website hits and has seen an increase of viewership during 2012.
Website content areas are:

Recycling

Hazardous Waste Disposal
Greening an Event
Greenhouse GGas Inventory
Green Building

Alternatives in Transportation
Water Conservation



Storm Water Protection
Sustainable Eating
Landscaping with Native Plants
Tree Protection

Local Creeks

About the Commission

City of Los Altos

DISCUSSION

The Environmental Commission website recetved 93 hits from January 14 through February
7, 2013 and a cumulative total of 140 hits for 2013.

The Commission may discuss potential items to add to the website to support Council
policies and staff activiies. Examples are information relative to the Climate Action Plan

and the activities related to single-use bags and polystyrene issues.



DATE: February 11, 2013

AGENDA ITEM # 6

TO: Environmental Commission
FROM: J. Logan, Staff Liaison

SUBJECT: Environmental Commission Work Plan Progress Review

RECOMMENDATION:

Review and discuss progress on 2012/13 Wotk Plan

BACKGROUND

The Environmental Commission’s 2012 Work Plan was apptoved by Council and addressed
sustainability programs in: 1) natural resource conservation and environmental quality in Los Altos;
2) Climate Action Plan (CAP); 3) watershed stewardship; 4) water conservation; 5) solid waste
diversion and source reduction practices; 6) restriction of use of selected environmentally harmful
products and other Council goals as directed.

DISCUSSION

The Environmental Commission will review and discuss the updated February 2013 Work Plan and
take action as necessary.

Attachments:

A. Los Altos Environmental Commission — Work Plan 2012/13 — February 11, 2013 updates
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DATE: February 11, 2013

AGENDA ITEM #7

TO: Environmental Commission

FROM: J. Logan, Staff Liaison

SUBJECT: Environmental Commission Repott to Council at Joint Meeting
RECOMMENDATION:

Prepare report on 2012/13 Achievements

BACKGROUND

Commissions meet with Council on an annual basis to review and discuss achievements for
the year and set expectations for the upcoming year. This meeting is held after the
reorganization of the Commission and the appointment and seating of new Commissionets
in March. The date for this jont meeting with Council and Commissions is pending.

DISCUSSION

The Environmental Commission should convene discussion and preparation of its
Achievement Report to Council for the joint Commissions and Council meetings.

The following steps are:

1. Commission accomplishments should be prepared in February. There may be a
standardized format for the report.

2. The Joint meeting with Council will be held with all Commissions on April 307,
which is the same day as the Annual Commission Training.
Staff will be advising all Commissionets to save the date

3. Commission input on CIP: Commissions will receive a status update of active
projects and discuss new projects in March and in Aprl will identify new projects
and prioritize projects for recommendation to Council

Attachment:

Please refer to Agenda Item 6 Attachment A. — 2012/13 Work Plan



DATE: February 11, 2013

AGENDA ITEM # 8

TO: Environmental Commission
FROM: J. Logan, Staff Liaison
SUBJECT: Increased Watershed Awareness and Stewardship in Los Altos

RECOMMENDATION:

Receive staff update on watershed signage on bridges

BACKGROUND

The Commission partners with Acterra, GreenTown Los Altos and the community to raise
awareness and provide education about local creeks, clean-up efforts and water run-off in order to
preserve local creck habitat and water quality. The Commission has expressed interest in creek
identification signage that will inform the public of the name of the creeks at bridge crossing to
promote information and pride in our local creeks and natural habitat.

DISCUSSION

The Planning and Transportation Commission will be reviewing the Fremont bridge design and as
part of the project, it is planned that Permanente creek is to be identified on the Fremont bridge

signage.

For other bridges that cross crecks, staff suggests the Environmental Commission could participate
and take forward a project to identify major creeks at bridge crossing. The following steps ate
recommended:

1. Identification of appropriate locations for creek signage. The City has four major creeks at
multiple crossings. Environmental Commission input would be helpful to identify locations
that would be appropriate for creek signage.

2. Staff report with presentation to and direction from Council to proceed with creck
identification and signage

3. Procure consulting services to develop examples for creek signage

4. Staff develops budget and costs for presentation to Council for approval and funding



DATE: February 11, 2013

AGENDA ITEM # 9

TO: Environmental Commission

FROM: J. Logan, Staff Liaison

SUBJECT: Proposed Greenhouse Gas Dashboard
RECOMMENDATION:

Discuss next steps for usage of proposed greenhouse gas dashboard

BACKGROUND

The Environmental Commission CAP sub-committee member, Vice-Chair Eyre, developed a
proposed greenhouse gas (GHG) Dashboard for presentation to the Commission and for discussion
of suggestions for use.

The proposed usage of the dashboard is to have the dashboard on the EC website to provide status
of the environmental progress of Los Altos as time goes on. The dashboard would probably have

past usage, trends, and goals for water, natural gas, electric use, waste diversion, vehicle miles
traveled, GHG emissions and other pertinent data.

DISCUSSION
The Commission will continue discussion of the concept of a greenhouse gas dashboard.
Attachments:

A. GHG Proposed Dashboard



Proposed Dashboard 1/10/13

The Dashboard would contain a summary graph like the one below and then more specific ones for each of the components of

GHG production, such as natural gas or water,
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ATTACHMENT A



DATE: February 11, 2013

AGENDA ITEM # 10

TO: Environmental Commission
FROM: J. Logan, Staff Liaison
SUBJECT: Electric Vehicle Charging Stations
RECOMMENDATION:

Receive update on potential charging station program

BACKGROUND

Plans for installation of electric vehicle charging stations ate being developed through a grant
process in cootdination with Public Works and Community Development Departments. Next steps
in the implementation of the program are being formulated utilizing internal staff services and
resources. An electrical consultant has been retained to assist staff.

DISCUSSION

Engineering staff is now engaged in locating sites and scoping requirements for the installation
project of electric vehicle charging stations. Updated information will be available pending the
findings from Engineering Setvices.

Staff will provide a report to Council at the meeting on February 12, 2013.



TO:

DATE: February 11, 2013

AGENDA ITEM # 11

Environmental Commission

FROM: J. Logan, Staff Liaison

SUBJECT: Monthly Staff Report

RECOMMENDATION:

Rec

BACKGROUND

eive information and announcements from City staff

Commission staff liaisons participated in training to standardize the proceedings and processes for
commission operations. The following is a summary of discussions and direction:

DISCUSSION

1.

Commission Representatives to Council are required to review Council agenda for items
pertaining to their Commussion but ate no longer required to attend the meeting if there are no
items pertaining to the Commission

Liaisons are requited to attend the Council meeting if the Commission has an item on the
agenda

Commissions should use time litnits for speakers and comply with the time limits
There was discussion about Commissioners receiving outside training
It was discussed to use a standard speaker card for all Commissions

Staff will continue to prepare copies of agendas at each meeting and at least one entire set of the
agenda packet

Staff will continue to post all documents submitted at a Commission meeting online for the
commission agenda and matetials

Commissioners’ Handbook is proposed for update at the Council meeting on February 12, 2013



