
DATE: April 20, 2016 

AGENDA ITEM# 2 

TO: Design Review Commission 

FROM: Sierra Davis, Assistant Planner 

SUBJECT: 16-SC-02 - 1014 Russell Avenue 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Approve design review application 16-SC-02 subject to the findings and conditions 

BACKGROUND 

On March 16, 2016, Design Review Commission held a public meeting to consider the proposed 
project. Following public comment and discussion the Commission voted unanimously to continue 
the project with the following direction: 

• Improve the driveway visibility; 

• Lower the chimney height; 

• Provide an updated landscape plan and add larger trees in the front yard and exterior side yard 
(Three (3) trees: One (1) 48-inch box size and two (2) 36-inch box size trees); and 

• Provide 3D renderings with views of the corner. 

The March 16, 2016 Design Review Commission meeting minutes and agenda report are attached 
for reference (Attachments A and B). 

DISCUSSION 

In response to the Commission's direction, the applicant revised the plans with a new driveway 
design, reduced chimney height, full site landscaping plan, and a 3D rendering of the house with the 
proposed landscaping. 

The previous driveway configuration included a 14-foot wide driveway that cui-ved around the 
existing fig tree in order to maintain it. The Commission raised concerns about limited visibility 
entering and existing the site due to the fig tree and narrow width of the driveway. The revised plan 
removes the fig tree and ,videns the driveway to 20-feet with a perpendicular connection to the 
street. The increased driveway width and improved visibility is appropriate for a driveway 
connecting to a busier street such as Covington Road. 

To address the Commission's direction related to the chimney, the height has been reduced by three 
feet. The chimney is located behind the main ridge of the house and with the lower height only the 
chimney cap is visible from the front of the house. 



The landscaping plan has been revised to address the Commission's direction and now includes 
landscaping for the full site. Three large trees have been added to the landscaping plan in the front 
and exterior side yards. The proposal includes a 48-inch box cork oak tree in the front yard and the 
exterior side yard includes a 36-inch box strawberry tree and a 36-inch box crepe myrtle tree. The 
landscaping, once mature, is shown on 3D rendering on the first sheet of the plans. The landscaping 
will help to reduce the perception of bulk when the house is viewed from the corner of Russell 
Avenue and Covington Road. Overall, tl1e revised plans appear to meet the Commission's direction 
and staff is recommending approval. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Staff received correspondence from the applicant and neighbors after the March 16, 2016 agenda 
was published. Copies of the letters were given to the Commission at the meeting and are attached 
for reference (Attachment C.) 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

This project is categorically exempt from environmental review under Section 15303 of the 
California Environmental Quality Act because it involves the construction of a single-family 
dwelling in a residential zone. 

PUBLIC CONTACT 

A public meeting notice was posted on the property and mailed to 11 nearby property owners on 
Russell Avenue, Covington Road and Golden Way. 

Cc: John Patrick McGregor J r., Applicant and Property Owner 
Jim Maliksi, J Maliksi and Associates, Architect 

Attachments: 
A. Design Review Commission Meeting Minutes, March 16, 2016 
B. Design Review Commission Agenda Report, March 16, 2016 
C. Correspondence 

Design Review Commission 
16-SC-02 - 1014 Russell A venue 
April 20, 2016 Page 2 



FIN DINGS 

16-SC-02 - 1014 Russell A venue 

With regard to the new two-story house, the Design Review Commission finds the following in 
accordance with Section 14.76.050 of the Municipal Code: 

a. The proposed new house complies with all provision of this chapter; 

b . T he height, elevations, and placement on the site of the new house, when considered with 
reference to the nature and location of residential structures on adjacent lots, will avoid 
unreasonable interference with views and privacy and will consider the topographic and geologic 
constraints imposed by particular building site conditions; 

c. The natural landscape will be preserved insofar as practicable by minimizing tree and soil 
removal; grade changes shall be minimized and will be in keeping with the general appearance of 
neighboring developed areas; 

cl. The orientation of the proposed new house in relation to the immediate neighborhood will 
minimize the perception of excessive bulk and mass; 

e. General architectural considerations, including the character, size, scale, and quality of the 
design, the architectural relationship with the site and other buildings, building materials, and 
similar elements have been incorporated in order to insure the compatibility of the development 
with its design concept and the character of adjacent buildings; and 

f. The proposed new house has been designed to follow the natural contours of the site with 
minimal grading, minimum impervious cover, and maximum erosion protection. 
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CONDITIONS 

16-SC-02 - 1014 Russell Avenue 

GENERAL 

1. Approved Plans 
The approval is based on the plans and materials received on March 31, 2016, except as may be 
modified by these conditions. 

2. Encroachment Permit 
An encroachment permit shall be obtained from the E ngineering D ivision prior to doing any 
work within the public right-of-way including the street shoulder. 

3. New Fireplaces 
Only gas fireplaces, pellet fueled wood heaters or EPA certified wood-burning appliances may 
be installed in all new consttuction pursuant to Chapter 12.64 of the Municipal Code. 

4. Landscaping 
The landscape plan is subject to the City's Water Efficient Landscape Regulations pursuant to 
Chapter 12.36 of the Municipal Code. 

5. Fire Sprinklers 
Fire sprinklers shall be required pursuant to Section 12.10 of the Municipal Code. 

6. Underground Utilities 
Any new utility service drops shall be located underground from the nearest convenient existing 
pole pursuant to Chapter 12.68 of the Municipal Code. 

7. Exterior Copper 
All copper roofs, gutters and/ or downspouts, and other architectural copper shall drain to a 
landscaped area and comply with the "Requirements for Copper Roofs and Other Architectural 
Copper" handout. 

8. Indemnity and Hold Harmless 
T he applicant/ owner agrees to indemnify, defend, protect, and hold the City harmless from all 
costs and expenses, including attorney's fees, incurred by the City or held to be the liability of 
the City in connection with the City's defense of its actions in any proceedings brought in any 
State or Federal Court, challenging any of the City's action with respect to the applicant's 
project. 

PRIOR TO ISSUANCE OF BUILDING OR DEMOLITION PERMIT 

9. Tree Protection 
Tree protection fencing shall be installed around the dripline, or as required by the project 
arborist, of the following trees (Nos. 8, 9, 11) as shown on the site plan. Tree protection fencing 
shall be chain link and a minimum of five feet in height with posts driven into the ground and 
shall not be removed until all building construction has been completed unless approved by the 
Planning Division. 
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PRIOR TO BUILDING PERMIT SUBMITTAL 

10. Conditions of Approval 
Incorporate the conditions of approval into the title page of the plans. 

11. Tree Protection Note 
On the grading plan and/ or the site plan, show all tree protection fencing and add the following 
note: "All tree protection fencing shall be chain link and a minimum of five feet in height with 
posts driven into the ground." 

12. Water Efficient Landscape Plan 
Provide a landscape documentation package prepared by a licensed landscape professional 
showing how the project complies witl1 the City's Water Efficient Landscape Regulations. 

13. Green Building Standards 
Provide verification that the house will comply with the California Green Building Standards 
pursuant to Section 12.26 of the Municipal Code and provide a signature from the project's 
Qualified Green Building Professional, architect and property owner. 

14. Underground Utility Location 
Show the location of underground utilities pursuant to Section 12.68 of the Municipal Code. 
Underground utility trenches shall avoid the drip-lines of all protected trees unless approved by 
the project arborist and the Planning Division. 

15. Air Conditioner Sound Rating 
Show the location of any air conditioning units on the site plan and the manufacturer's 
specifications showing the sound rating for each unit. 

16. Storm Water Management 
Show how the project is in compliance with the New D evelopment and Consttuction Best 
Management Practices and Urban Runoff Pollution Prevention program, as adopted by the City 
for the purposes of preventing storm water pollution (i.e. downspouts directed to landscaped 
areas, minimize directly connected impervious areas, etc.). 

PRIOR TO FINAL INSPECTION 

17. Landscaping Installation 
All front yard, exterior side, street trees and privacy screening trees shall be maintained and/ or 
installed as shown on the approved plans or as required by the Planning Division. 

18. Green Building Verification 
Submit verification that the house was built in compliance with tl1e City's Green Building 
Ordinance (Section 12.26 of the Municipal Code). 

19. Water Efficient Landscaping Verification 
Provide a landscape Certificate of Completion verifying that the landscaping and irrigation were 
installed per the approved landscape documentation package. 

Design Review Commission 
16-SC-02 - 1014 Russell A venue 
April 20, 2016 Page 5 





ATTACHMENT A 
Design Rc,·iew Commission 
Wednesday, March 16, 2016 

Page I of2 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 
OF THE CITY OF LOS ALTOS, HELD ON WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16, 2016 
BEGINNING AT 7:00 P.M. AT LOS ALTOS CITY HALL, ONE NORTH SAN 

ANTONIO ROAD, LOS ALTOS, CALIFORNIA 

ESTABLISH QUORUM 

PRESENT: 

ABSENT: 

STAFF: 

Chair Iillik, Commissioners Zoufonoun and Glew 

Vice Chair Moison and Commissioner Harding 

Planning Services Manager Dahl and Assistant Planner Davis 

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA 

None. 

ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION/ ACTION 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

1. Design Review Commission Minutes 
Approve minutes o f the regular meeting of March 2, 2016. 

Action: Upon a motion by Commissioner Zoufonoun, seconded by Commissioner Glew, the 
Commission approved the minutes of the March 2, 2016 regular meeting as written, by the following 
vote: AYES: Iillik, Zoufonoun and Glew; NOES: None; ABSENT: Moison and Harding; 
ABSTAIN: None. 

DISCUSSION 

2. 16-SC-02 - J. McGregor, Jr. -1014 Russell Avenue 
Design review for a new two-story house. The project includes 2,039 square feet on the first 
story and 1,459 square feet on the second story. Prqject Planner: Davis 

Assistant Planner Davis presented the staff report and noted that staff is recommending 
continuance. Property owner Patrick McGregor and designer/ project manager Gary McClare 
presented the application. 

Public Comment 
Neighbors Behruz Filsuf, Russell Ayres and Andy Bajka spoke in support of the project. 

Action: Motion by Commissioner Glew, to continue design review application 16-SC-02 per the 
staff report recommended direction, with the following additional direction: 

• Provide 3D renderings; 
• Improvement o f the driveway; 

• Update the landscape plan. 
The motion failed due to lack of a second. 



Design Re,·icw Commission 
Wedncs<lar, March l 6, 2016 

Page 2 of2 

Action: Motion by Commissioner Zoufonoun, to continue design review application 16-SC-02 per 
the staff report recommended direction, with the following additional direction: 

• Include larger trees; and 
• Provide an updated landscape plan. 

The motion failed due to lack of a second. 

Action: Upon a motion by Chair Kirik, seconded by Commissioner Glew, the Commission 
continued design review application 16-SC-02, with the following direction: 

• Improve the driveway visibility; 
• Lower the chimney height; 

• Provide an updated landscape plan and add larger trees in the front yard and exterior side 
yard (Three (3) trees: One (1) 48-inch box size and two (2) 36-inch box size trees); and 

• Provide 3D renderings with views of the corner. 
T he motion passed by the following vote: AYES: Kirik, Zoufonoun and Glew; NOES: None; 
ABSENT: Moison and Harding; ABSTAIN: None. 

COMMISSIONERS' REPORTS AND COMMENTS 

None. 

POTENTIAL FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

None. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Chair Kirik adjourned the meeting at 8:07 PM. 

Zachary Dahl, AICP 
Planning Services Manager 
Current Planning 



ATTACHMENT B 
DATE: March 16, 2016 

AGENDA ITEM # 2 

TO: D esign Review Commission 

FROM: Sierra Davis, Assistant Planner 

SUBJECT: 16-SC-02 - 1014 Russell Avenue 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Continue design review application 16-SC-02 per the recommended direction 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

This is a design review application for a new two-story house. The project includes 2,039 square feet 
on the first story, 1,459 square feet on the second story and a 1,448 square-foot basement. The 
following table summarizes the project's technical details: 

GENERAL PLAN DESIGNATION: 
ZONING: 
PARCEL SIZE: 
MATERIALS: 

Existing 

COVERAGE: 2,754 square feet 

FLOOR AREA: 
First floor 2,684 square feet 
Second Floor N/A 
Total 2,071 square feet 

SETBACKS: 
Front 25 feet 
Rear 25 feet 
Exterior Side (Covington) 10 feet 
Interior Side 10 feet 

HEIGHT: 16 feet 

Single-Family, Residential 
R1-10 
10,002 square feet 
Slate roof, limestone veneer chimney with cooper 
chimney cap, stucco, pre-cast stone crown molding, 
limestone veneer, wood clad windows and doors 

Proposed Allowed/Required 

2,739 square feet 3,001 square feet 

2,039 square feet 
1,459 square feet 
3,498 square feet 3,501 square feet 

26 feet 25 feet 
25 feet 25 feet 
17.4 feet 17 feet 
17.3 feet/ 21.4 feet 10 feet/ 17.5 feet 

27 feet 27 feet 



BACKGROUND 

Neighborhood Context 

The subject property is located in the Russell A vneue neighborhood which is considered a 
Consistent Character Neighborhood, as defined in the City's Residential Design Guidelines. The 
house is located at the corner of Covington Road and Russell A venue. The subject property is 
considered part of the Russell A venue neighborhood context. The houses on Russell A venue are 
consistent in lower scale, simple massing, style and a majority of the houses utilize rustic materials. 
The landscaping along Russell Avenue does not have a distinct pattern and the street does not have 
curb and gutter. 

Covington Road is included in the neighborhood context, but to lesser degree, since the houses in 
the immediate context primarily have exterior side yard relationships to Covington Road. The 
Covington Road neighborhood context is characterized by smaller scaled houses (where visible), 
large lots with large front yard setbacks, side yard fences and mature landscaping. The houses on 
Covington Road primarily relate to the cross-street neighborhood contexts, in this case, Russell 
A venue. The south side Covington Road does have curb, gutter and sidewalk, which is adjacent to 
the subject property. 

Zoning Compliance 

The subject property is considered a narrow corner lo t, which is defined as a corner lot that is less 
than 90-feet in width. For narrow corner lots, the required exterior side yard setback is reduced from 
20 feet to 20 percent of the width of the lot. The lot is 85 feet in width; therefore, the required 
exterior side yard setback is 17 feet. Properties that are less than 90 feet in width, but greater than 80 
feet in width, have a standard interior side yard setback prescribed for the Rl -10 District of 10 feet. 

DISCUSSION 

Design Review 

According to the Design Guidelines, in Consistent Character Neighborhoods, good neighbor design 
has design elements, materials, and scale found within the neighborhood and sizes that are not 
significantly larger tlrnn other homes in tl1e neighborhood. The design should be on designs that "fit 
in" and lessen abrupt changes. Approval of an inconsistent design will require mitigating design 
measures to lessen tl1e neighborhood impact. 

The project is designed using a French Eclectic architectural style. The front elevation is a 
symmetrical style and includes details such as massive hipped roofs with a ridge paralleling the front 
of the house, dominate symmetrical facade elements with a centered entry, more formal deL'liling, 
and wings added to the sides of the main block. The design elements, architectural details and 
materials result in a design with a high level of integrity for a French Eclectic design. 

The facade of tl1e house includes a main entry element with a decorative arched dormer integrated 
into tl1e roof above the entry. The entry element is flanked by two symmetrical, two-stoty elements 
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with matching arched second-stoiy windows that break up the horizon tal eave line. The initial 
design included two symmetrical, two-stoiy height elements, which the architect has revised to 
include a horizontal roof element on the left side and a wrap-around porch on the right side to help 
break up the massing. The two-story element is still visible as the roof elements do not continue to 
the main entiy element, leaving a portion adjacent to the entry at a two-stoiy height. 

The placement of the house on the lo t is consistent with the location of the existing house which is 
set at the front yard setback line with a narrow portion of the house extending to the rear yard 
setback line. The front entry is located on Russell Avenue with the garage and driveway accessed 
from Covington Road toward the rear of the lot. The existing and proposed footprints are located 
toward the street corner of the lot to preserve the southeast corner of the lot for the rear yard space. 
T he project's side yard setbacks are greater than required for the interior side, but it is placed up to 
the exterior side yard setback. The second story is located toward the front of the house and is 
centered on house as viewed from Russel Avenue. 

The project proposes high quality materials, such as a slate roof, limestone veneer chimney with 
cooper chimney cap, smooth stucco siding, pre-cast stone crown molding, limestone veneer, and 
wood clad windows and doors. The materials are integral to the French Eclectic design style and 
contribute to the architectural integrity. However, many of the materials are not found in the 
neighborhood and are heavy in appearance, so they contribute to the perceived bulk and mass of the 
structure. 

In order to approve this design the Design Review Commission must make the required design 
review findings (pg. 7) as outlined in Chapter 14.76 of the Municipal Code. However, based on the 
scale of the architectural elements, the perception of excessive bulk and mass, the heavy exterior 
materials and the placement of the house on a highly visible corner lot, staff cannot make the 
following findings: 

• The orientation of the proposed new house in relation to the immediate neighborhood will 
NOT minimize the perception of excessive bulk and mass; and 

• General architectural considerations, including the character, size, scale, and quality of the 
design, the architectural relationship with the site and other buildings, building materials, and 
similar elements have NOT been incorporated in order to insure the compatibility of the 
development with its design concept and the character of adjacent buildings. 

Although the project has a high level of design integrity, the style inherently emphasizes the vertical 
natural of the house and the use of visually heavy materials, such as the slate roof, limestone veneer, 
and thick precast moldings, contribute to the perception of excessive bulk and mass. The Residential 
Design Guidelines include mitigation measures that can help reduce the perception of bulk, which 
includes changing the size of the house, increasing setbacks, and providing large trees or o ther 
landscape materials for screening. The goal is to soften the differences between the new 
constrnction and the existing houses in the neighborhood. 
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In this case, to soften the transition between the existing houses and the proposed design, improve 
neighborhood compatibility, staff recommends using the following direction, which are based on 
mitigation measures listed in the Residential Design Guidelines (pg. 16): 

• Reduce the scale of the house to better relate to the houses in the neighborhood context by 
reducing the finished floor height, reducing the overall height of the house and/ or reducing 
the scale of the front entry; 

• Simplify the roof plan and reduce the number of hips and valleys; 

• Remove or reduce the size of the chimney to help reduce the perceived mass of the project; 

• Simplify the shapes and materials, which will help reduce bulk; and 

• Choose landscaping that will help to soften the appearance of bulk. Larger trees in the front 
yard and rear yard would help to reduce the bulk of the house as viewed from the street and 
adjacent properties. 

Privacy 

The project has second story windows that are sensitive to the surrounding properties. The second 
story inco1porates larger windows with lower sill heights at the front and exterior side of the house, 
with sill heights between two feet, five inches and five feet. The lower sill heights are acceptable for 
elevations facing streets because it is a more public area and would not result in unreasonable 
privacy impacts. 

The windows on the left side of the house include two egress windows in bedrooms 2 and 3, one 
small window in bathroom 2 and one small window in the master bedroom. The egress windows in 
bedrooms 2 and 3 have sill heights of three feet. The windows have views of the roof of the 
adjacent house. However, the window sill heights could be raised while still meeting the minimum 
egress requirements. T herefore, staff recommends the following: 

• Raise sill heights of the windows in bedrooms 2 and 3 to 44-inches, maximum allowable 
minimum egress sill height, from the second story finished floor in order to provide more 
privacy to the neighboring property. 

The windows in the bathroom and master bedroom on the left side of the house are small and have 
sill heights that exceed four feet, six-inches above the finished floor; therefore, they do not result in 
an unreasonable privacy impact. 

The second story windows at the rear of the house include a larger window in the master bedroom 
and a small window in the master bathroom. The window in the master bedroom, egress window, 
has a sill height of 38-inches. Although the sill height is lower than the maximum allowable egress 
sill heigh t (44 inches), the window is at the rear of the structure, which has a setback of 45 feet from 
the rear property line and 40 feet from the interior side property line. The landscape plan does not 
provide for a rear yard landscaping plan, but based on the large window at the rear of the house, 
evergreen screening trees should be provided at the southwest corner of the lot and along the rear 
property line. With the larger setback and the addition of evergreen screening trees at the south and 
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east property line the privacy impacts could be mitigated which would not result in an unreasonable 
privacy impact. Therefore, staff recommends the following: 

• Provide a rear yard landscape plan that includes evergreen screening trees along the south 
and east property lines. 

Landscaping 

The arborist report (Attachment D) provides an evaluation of the 12 trees on the property, with the 
recommendation to remove five trees. The five trees recommended for removal are not in good 
health, not significant trees or would be impacted by the proposed construction. There are four 
additional trees proposed for removal that the owner would like to remove, but were not 
recommended for removal in the arborist report. The four trees proposed for removal are two Date 
Palms in the exterior side yard and two Fig trees in the interior side yard. Since these trees are 
ornamental and non-native, staff does not have any concerns regarding their removal. 

The plans include a landscaping plan for the front and exterior side yards adjacent to the house. The 
new front yard landscaping includes two Crepe Myrtle trees and three Fireglow Japanese Maples 
trees and various shrubs. The five trees in the front yard are slow growing and will not be very tall at 
maturity. Larger street trees would provide larger canopies once mature, to help soften the bulk of 
the proposed design and respect the neighborhood context of large trees at the front and exterior 
side yards. Therefore, staff recommends the following: 

• Provide a landscape plan with at least two Category I or II street trees in the front and 
exterior side yard. 

Since this project is a new house and has over 500 square feet of new landscaping, it will be subject 
to the City's Water E fficient Landscape Ordinance. 

ALTERNATIVES 

Overall, as discussed above and outlined in the required design review findings staff is unable to 
make positive findings and cannot recommend approval of this project. However, should tl1e 
Commission vote to approve the project, the action should include positive design review findings 
and standard conditions of approval related to tree protection, grading and drainage, green building, 
fire sprinklers, undergrounding utilities, and Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance compliance. 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

This project is categorically exempt from environmental review under Section 15303 of the 
California E nvironmental Quality Act because it involves the constniction of a single-family 
dwelling in a residential zone. 
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PUBLIC CONTACT 

A public meeting notice was posted on the property and mailed to 11 nearby property owners on 
Russell Avenue, Covington Road and Golden Way. 

Cc: John Patrick McGregor Jr., Applicant and Property Owner 
Jim MaW{si, J MaW<:Si and Associates, Architect 

A ttachments: 
A. Application 
B. Neighborhood Compatibility Worksheet 
C. Area, Vicinity and Public Notification Maps 
D. Arborist Report 
E. Correspondence 
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FINDINGS 

16-SC-02 - 1014 Russell A venue 

With regard to the new two-story house, the Design Review Commission finds the following in 
accordance with Section 14.76.050 of the Municipal Code: 

a. The proposed new house complies with all provision of this chapter; 

b. The height, elevations, and placement on the site of the new house, when considered with 
reference to the nature and location of residential structures on adjacent lots, will avoid 
unreasonable interference with views and privacy and will consider the topographic and geologic 
constraints imposed by particular building site conditions; 

c. The natural landscape will be preserved insofar as practicable by rrurun:uzrng tree and soil 
removal; grade changes shall be m.ini.J.nized and will be in keeping with the general appearance of 
neighboring developed areas; 

d. The orientation of the proposed new house in relation to the immediate neighborhood will 
NOT minimize the perception of excessive bulk and mass; 

e. General architectural considerations, including the character, size, scale, and quality of the 
design, the architectural relationship with the site and other buildings, building materials, and 
similar elements have NOT been incotporated in order to insure the compatibility of the 
development with its design concept and the character of adjacent buildings; and 

f. T he proposed new house has been designed to follow the natural contours of the site with 
minimal grading, minimum impervious cover, and maximum erosion protection. 
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RECOMMENDED DIRECTION 

16-SC-02 -1014 Russell Avenue 

1. Reduce the scale of the house to better relate to the houses in the neighborhood context by, 
reducing the finished floor height, reducing the overall height of the house and/ or reducing the 
scale of the front entry. 

2. Simplify the roof plan and reduce the number of hips and valleys. 

3. Remove or reduce the size of the chimney to help reduce the perceived mass of the project. 

4. Simplify the shapes and materials, which will help reduce bulk. 

5. Choose landscaping that will help to soften the appearance of bulk. Larger trees in the front yard 
and rear yard would help to reduce the bulk of the house as viewed from the street and adjacent 
properties. 

6. Raise sill heights of the windows in bedrooms 2 and 3 to 44-inches, maxunum allowable 
minimum egress sill height, from the second story finished floor in order to provide more 
privacy to the neighboring property. 

7. Provide a rear yard landscape plan that includes evergreen screening trees along the south and 
east property lines. 

8. Provide a landscape plan with at least two Catego1y I or II street trees in the front and exterior 
side yard. 
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CITY OF LOS ALTOS 

GENERAL APPLICATION 

Type of Review Requested: (Ch eck all boxes that apply) 

One-Story Design Review Commercial/Multi-Family 

x Two-Storv Design Review -·- Sien Permit 
Variance 

.,_ .. -
Use Permit 

P• -
·' \] 

ATTACHMENT A 

Permit# 

Environmental Review 
'~ 

Rezonin!! 
~ Rt-S Overlay 

Lot Line Adjustment Tenantlmprovement General Plan/Code Amendment ~ · 
Tentative' Map/Division of Land Sidewalk Disnlay Permit ,_ Anneal -

Historical Review Preliminarv Proiect Review Other: 
~ ,, 

ProjectAddress/Location: /CJ/Cf ;fttS$~U-- ~~1 /tJJ£/fLTlf?J'1 t.J/j ZJU>"V/-
Project Proposal/Use:4CIP- ,.lftk.41 /Ly;@?'icurrent Use ~f Property: j}//'/G te /1111/L rt..-s::rl • 

I 7 

AssessorParce!Number(s): /t/,f',- /tJ r- tJf/ Site Area: /tJ CJtJ'2- g';, 

Ne\v Sq. Ft.: 31 ~fz, ~~tered/Rebuilt Sq. Ft.: "l-,1? b'J4 V Existing Sq. Ft. to Remain: _____ _ 

Total Existing Sq. Ft.: 2; ~:3 • t? $E Total Proposed Sq. F t. (including basement): f; flY~ 'CJ/ ?r'; 

Applicant's Name: JDttN PPr~tCf<. McG-R£_oofZ JR__ . 
Telephone No. : 4fZ- t:l3]-<g;~IL{ Email Address: PAf8.J({L.~ f1t[!fJCkMCfif<.~1C.. 47Yh .. 

Mailing Address: 7 lJt57 C/?fPli?f<. Pl-· /vf&JLo Pftl2..~I lfT Pff2s 
City/State/Zip Code: -------------------------- ------

PropertyOwne~sName: __ ~--------~~~~~~~---------------­
Telephone No.:----------Email Address:------------- ---- ­

Mailing Address:--------------------------------­

City/State/Zip Code:---------------------- ----------

Architect/Designer's Name: ,J/!1A T ffAt-/1:.~;' , . 
Telephone No.: 'C7l ~ ~ '?-3?"J.CZO 2..-- Email Address: G[l?il a µ 11-l!!c<J/ ' LJrtM 
Mailing Address: ~ 7§ ;11 ~jJ ~ /!tJC: ~ 
City/State/Zip Code: 1J/~ U> 

1
f?Jl4.L/ {!/1 ' / f4J ~ 

* * *If your project includes complete or partial demolition of :rn existing residence or commercial building, a 
demolition permit must be issued and finaled prior to obtaining your building permit. Please contact the Bui lding 
Division for a demolition package. * * * 

(continued on back) 16-SC-02 



ATTACHMENT B 

City of Los A ltos 
Planning Division 

(650) 947-2750 
Plan ningl@. los a I to sea. goy 

NEIGHBORHOOD COMPATIBILITY WORKSHEET 

In order for your design review application for single-family residential 
remodel/ addition or new cons tructi.on to be successful, it is important that you 
consider your property, the neighborhood's special characteristics that surround that 
property and the compatibility of your proposal with that neighborhood. The 
purpose is to help you understand your neighborhood before you begin the 
design process with your architect/ designer/builder or begin any formal 
process with the City of Los Altos. Please note that this worksheet must be submitted with 
your , ,., application. 

The Residential Design Guidelines encourage neighborhood compatibility without 
necessarily forsaking individual taste. Various factors contribute to a design that is 
considered compatible with a surrounding neighborhood. The factors that City 
officials will be considering in your design could include, but are not limited to: design 
theme, scale, bulk, size, roof line, lot coverage, slope of lot, setbacks, daylight plane, 
one or two-story, exterior materials, landscaping et cetera. 

It will be helpful to have a site plan to use in conjunction "vi th this worksheet. Your 
site plan should accurately depict your property boundaries. The best source for this 
is the legal description in your deed. 

Photographs of your property and its relationship to your neighborhood (see below) 
will be a necessary part of your first submittal. Taking photographs before you start 
your project will allow you to see and appreciate that your property could be within an 
area that has a strong neighborhood pattern. The photographs should be taken from 
across the street with a standard 35mm camera and organized by address, one row for 
each side of the street. Photographs should also be taken of the properties on either 
side and behind your property from on your property. 

This worksheet/ check list is meant to help you as well as to help the City planners and 
Planning Commission understand your proposal. Reasonable guesses to your answers 
are acceptable. The City is not looking for precise measurements on this worksheet. 

Project Address 1014 Russell Ave, Los Altos, CA 94024 

Scope of Project: Addition or Remodel r-1 or New Home ~ 
Age of existing home if this project is to be an addition or remodel? ..:::1.<..:,9'-'-7~0 __ 

Is the existing house listed on the City's Historic Resources Inventory? _N.,..oo __ 

Neighborhood Compatibility Worksheet Page 1 
~ See "\'\lhat constitutes your neighborhood" on page 2. 



Address: 1014 Russell Avenue 
D ate: 

What constitutes your neighborhood? 

There is no clear answer to this question. For the purpose of this worksheet, consider 
first your street, the two contiguous homes on either side of, and directly behind, your 
property and the five to six homes directly across the street (eight to nine homes). At 
the minimum, these are the houses that you should photograph. If there is any 
question in your mind about your neighborhood boundaries, consider a radius of 
approximately 200 to 300 feet around your property and consider that your 
neighborhood. 

Streetscape 

1. Typical neighborhood lot size*: 

Lot area: _1_0_,5_o_o _______ square feet 
Lot dimensions: Length 140 feet 

\Vidth 75 feet ------
If your lot is significantly different than those in your neighborhood, then 
note its: area 10,000 , length 117 , and 
width 86-corner lot 

2. Setback of homes to front property line: (Pgs. 8-11 Design Gitidelines) 

Existing front setback if home is a remodel?_N_o ___ _ 
What % of the front facing walls of the neighborhood homes are at the 
front setback ~ % 
Existing front setback for house on left 25 ft. / on right 
n/a-corner ft. 
Do the front setbacks of adjacent houses line up? _Y_e_s _ __ _ 

3. Garage Location Pattern: (Pg. 19 Design GuidelineJ) 

Indicate the relationship of garage locations in your neighborhood* only on 
your street (count for each type) 
Garage facing front projecting from front of house face _6 _ 

Garage facing front recessed from front of house face _1_ 

Garage in back yard _ 
Garage facing the side _3_ 

Number of 1-car garagesl_; 2-car garages~; 3-car garages _ 

Neighborhood Compatibility Worksheet 
· See ''\\:'har consrirures your neighborhood", (page 2). 

Pag e2 



Address: 1014 Russell Avenue 
Date: 

4. Single or Two-Story Homes: 

What % of the homes in your neighborhood* are: 
One-story 74% 

Two-story 26% 

5. Roof heights and shapes: 

Is the overall height of house ridgelines generally the same in your 
neighborhood*? _N_o __ _ 
Are there mostly hip C::::J , gable style I __ i , or other style L __ roofs*? 
D o the roof forms appear simple C or complex ~ ? 
Do the houses share generally the same eave height No ? 

6. Exterior Materials: (Pg. 22 Design Guidelines) 

What siding materials are frequently used in your neighborhood*? 

~wood shingle ~stucco ~board & batten ~clapboard 
tile ~ stone ~ brick ~combination of one or more materials 

(if so, describe) _lt_i_s_a_m_i_x_. - ----- -------------

\"Vhat roofing materials (wood shake/ shingle, asphalt shingle, flat tile, 
rounded tile, cement tile, slate) are consistently (about 80%) used? 
Shake roofs/Asphalt Shingl 
If no consistency then explain: I would say 70% shake roof, 20 % asphalt shingl 
and 10% tile roofing. 

7. Architectural Style: (Appendix C, Design Guidelines) 

Does your neighborhood* have a consistent identifiable architectural style? 
D YES 0 NO 

Type? _c_ Ranch _c_ Shingle r; Tudor _Q_1-led.iterranean/Spanish 
n Contemporary n Colonial r: Bungalow rx Other 

Neighborhood Compatibility Worksheet Page3 
• See "\X.'hat conscirures your neighborhood'', (page 2). 



Address: 1014 Russell Avenue 
Date: 

8. Lot Slope: (Pg. 25 Design GuidelineJ) 

D oes your property have a noticeable slope? ~N-'"-'oo__ _______ _ 

What is the direction of your slope? (relative to the street) 
The lot gradually slopes from side of lot to Covington Road. 

Is your slope higher '1 lower E same n in relationship to the 
neighboring properties? Is there a noticeable difference in grade between 
your property / house and the one across the street or directly behind? 

9. Landscaping: 

Are there any frequently used or typical landscaping features on your street 
(i.e. big trees, front lawns, sidewalks, curbs, landscape to street edge, etc.)? 

There are varied species of trees over 30' high general ly between house and street. 

How visible are your house and other houses from tl1e street or back 
neighbor's property? 

Most of the houses are quite visib le from the street. 

Are there any major existing landscaping features on your property and 
how is the unimproved public right-of-way developed in front of your 
property (gravel, dirt, asphalt, landscape)? 

We will be presenting water efficient landscape plans and at the request of owners we will be 
retaining as many trees as possible including the fig tree on Covington Road. 

10. Width of Street: 

What is the width of the roadway paving on your street in feet? _4_0_' __ 

Is there a parking area on the street or in the shoulder area? _Y_e_s ___ _ 
Is the shoulder area (unimproved public right-of-way) paved, unpaved, 
gravel, landscaped, and / or defined with a curb/ gutter? It is paved up to dirt 
with some curbing. 

Neighborhood Compatibility Worksheet Page4 
' Sc::e "\'\ 'hat constitutes your neighborhood", (page 2). 



Address: 1014 Russell Avenue 

Date: 

11. What characteristics make this neighborhood* cohesive? 

Such as roof material and type (hip, gable, flat), siding (board and batten, 
cement plaster, horizontal wood, brick), deep front yard setbacks, 
horizontal feel, landscape approach etc.: 
1 nere 1s a consistent tront setback and garage orientation . Altnough there 1s a m1 

or Architecture style, ranch style with varying materials 1s prevalent 

General Studv 

A. Have major visible streetscape changes occurred in your neighborhood? 
[!!) YES 0 NO 

B. Do you think that most (~ 80%) of the homes were originally built at the 
same time? D YES (!'.) NO 

C. Do the lots in your neighborhood appear to be the same size? 
IJE:l YES fD NO 

D. Do the lot widths appear to be consistent in the neighborhood? 
l!!l YES Cl NO 

E. Are the front setbacks of homes on your street consistent (~80% within 5 
feet)? l!fil YES fD NO 

F. Do you have active CCR's in your neighborhood? (p.36 Building Guide) 
D YES li!.l N 0 

G. D o the houses appear to be of similar size as viewed from the street? 
D YES [[} NO 

H. Does the new exterior remodel or new construction design you are 
planning relate in most ways to the prevailing sryle(s) in your existing 
neighborhood? 

l!!l YES [J N 0 

Neighborhood Compatibility Worksheet Page5 
T- See "\\!hat constitutes your neighborhood", (page 2). 



Address: 1014 Russell Avenue 

D ate: 

Summary Table 

Please use this table to summarize the characteristics of the houses in your immediate neighborhood (two homes 
on either side, directly behind and the five to six homes directly across the street). 

Front Address setba ck 

1024 Russell Avenue -25• 

1036 Russel Avenue -25• 

860 Covington Road -25' 

1013 Russell Avenue - 20· 

1035 Russell Avenue -20· 

1049 Russell Avenue -20· 

930 Covington Road -25• 

909 Covington Road -20· 

980 Russell Avenue -25' 

881 Covington Road -25• 

Neighborhood Compatibility Wo.rksheet 
• See "What conscituces your neighborhood", (page 2). 

Rear Garage 
setback location 

-25• side facing 

-35 ' side facing 

-25· side ydfacing 

- 25' front facing 

- 25· side facing 

- 55' front facing 

-ss· front facing 

- so· face-russell 

- 25• face-russell 

-ss· front facing 

Architecture 
O ne or two stories Height Materials (simple or 

complex) 

1 story 17' stucco/shake roof Ranch-simple 

2 story -25' stucco/shake roof mix/ complex 

1 story 17' wd siding/ shake r Ranch-complex 

1 story 18' stucco/stone/shk simple - gables 

1 story 17' board/batten/ asp complex-gables 

2 st ory -25• stucco/aspha lt sh. complex/hip/gab! 

2 story -25' stucco/spa.tile rf. complex 

2 st ory -2s· stucco/brick/shk complex 

1 story 17' stucco/shade rf. simple hips 

1 story 17' clapbd/stone/asp simple gables 

Page6 



ATTACHMENT C 

AREA MAt-

CITY OF LOS ALTOS 

APPLICATION: 16-SC-02 
APPLICANT: J. McGregor, Jr. 
SITE ADDRESS: 1014 Russell Avenue 

Not to Scale 
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ATTACHMENT D 

Mayne Tree Expert Company, Inc. 
STATE CONTRACTOR'S LICEl\SE NO. 276793 ESTABLI SHED 1931 

CERTIFIED FORESTER CERTIFIED ARBORISTS • PEST CONTROL • ADVISORS A1~D OPERATORS 

RICHARD L. HUNTINGTON 
PRES IDENT 

JEROMEY IN GALLS 
CONS\.: LT A NT/ES TI MA 1'0R 

Mr. & Mrs. Patrick McGregor 
1014 Russell Ave. 
Los Altos , CA 94024 

Dear Mr. & Mrs. McGregor, 

December 30, 2015 

535 BRAGATO RO/\D, STE. A 
SAN CARLOS. CA 94070-6311 

TELEPHONE: <650) 593-4400 
FACSIMILE: (650) 593-4443 
EMAIL: info@maynctrce.com 

At your request, on December 29, 2015, I visited the above site. The purpose of my visit 
was to identify, inspect, and comment on the trees located on the site. A tree protection 
plan will be included to be implemented before and during the upcoming constrl!ction 
project. 

Method 

Each tree was identified and given a number. This number has been placed on the 
corresponding site plan to show the approximate locations of the trees on the site. The 
diameter of each tree was found by measuring the trunk at 48 inches off the natural 
grade as described in the Town of Los Altos heritage tree ordinance. The height and 
canopy spread of each tree was estimated to show its approximate dimensions. A 
condition rating was given to each tree. This rating is based on form and vitality and can 
be further defined by the following table: 

0 -
30 
50 -
70 -
90 -

29 Very Poor 
49 Poor 
69 Fair 
89 Good 

100 Excellent 

Lastly, a comments section has been provided to give more individual detail for each 
tree. 

0 ~~~~I\§~ 0 
JAN I 4 2P16 

CITY OF LOS ALTOS 
PLANNING 



1014 Russell Ave., Los Altos 2 December 30, 2015 

Tree Survey 

Tree Species Diameter Condition Height Spread Comments 
# (inches} (percent) (feet) (feet) 

1 Holly 11.0 40 18 12 Three-stem at the base with included 
(est.) bark between the stems; drought-

stressed canopy; abundance of interior 
deadwood. 

2 Avocado 15.8 55 25 30 50% of root zone is covered by the 
home; slight lean to the east; tip dieback 
present; moderate amount of deadwood 
present. 

3 Date Palm 27.1 70 30 18 Large base; several small saplings 
growing out of the trunk; abundance of 
dead seed pods and fronds. 

4 Fig Tree 21.5 65 20 24 Moderate amount of deadwood; excess 
end weight on eastern growing limb; 
pollarded in the past. 

5 Date Palm 47.3 70 45 21 Abundance of dead seed pods and 
' · . fronds; saplings growing out of the 

trunk; large base. 

6 Orange 6.1 60 12 12 Slight lean to the north; good vigor; 
Tree three-stem at 3 feet; measured below 

the three-stem attachment. 

7 Redwood 60.0 85 90 39 Located on the neighbor's property; 
(est.) two-stem at the base with included bark, 

long lateral limbs good vigor. 

8 Coast Live 6.8 50 20 15 Abundance of ivy around the base; 
Oak leans to the northeast; suppressed by 

neighbor's Redwood tree. 

9 Coast Live 11.6 50 35 27 Root-crown covered by ivy; leans to the 
Oak northeast; healthy canopy; codominant 

at 9 feet. 

10 Avocado 36.0 90 90 36 Located on the neighbor's property; 
(est.) good form and vigor. 

11 Fig Tree 4.1 70 15 9 Root crown covered; mushrooms 
present around the base; good form. 

12 Fig Tree 18.0 0 10 6 Dead. 
(est.) 

13 Avocado 11 .3 50 20 27 Two-stem at base; larger stem has 
significant decay; healthy canopy; some 
sunscald present; tip dieback present; 
root crown covered. 



Tree 
# 

14 

15 

16 

1014 Russell Ave. , Los Altos 3 December 30, 2015 

Species Diameter Condition Height Spread Comments 
(inches) (percent) (feet) (feet) 

Xylosma 8.0 55 18 18 Healthy canopy; located near the fence; 
(est.) on neighbor's property. 

Avocado 19.4 50 40 30 Located near the home; several areas 
of decay present on the trunk; 
codominant at 7 feet; roots may be 
affecting the home; 50% of the root 
zone is covered by the home; healthy 
upper canopy. 

Grove of 15.0 50 40 42 Located on the neighbor's property; 
Red Gum (est.) healthy canopies; poor form; several 
Eucalyptus codominant attachments in their 

canopies. 

Tree #1 is a small-to-medium-sized Holly tree located in the front of the home. This tree 
appears to be significantly drought stressed with an abundance of interior deadwood. 
Removal of this tree should be considered, as it has a poor appearance and poor form. 

Tree #2 is an Avocado located at the front of the home. This tree leans away from the 
home to the east. There is an abundance of tip dieback throughout the canopy and a 
moderate amount of deadwood. 

Tree #3 is a Date Palm located on the right side of the home. This tree has a large 
base, an abundance of dead fronds, and seedpods. I noticed there are several saplings 
growing out of the trunk in various locations. 

Tree #4 is located at the back right corner of the home. This tree has a large heavy 
lateral limb growing to the northeast and a moderate amount of interior large deadwood. 
The upper canopy has routinely been pollarded in the past. 

Tree #5 is a large Date Palm located at the back right corner of the property. This tree 
has an abundance of large dead fronds and seedpods. No obvious recent maintenance 
has been preformed. 

Tree #6 is a small Orange tree located at the rear right side of the home. This tree has 
good vigor and leans slightly to the north. 

Tree #7 is a large two-stem Redwood tree located on the neighboring property. This tree 
appears to be healthy and vigorous with an abundance of large lateral limbs. 

Tree #8 is a small Coast Live Oak located in the rear of the home. This tree has been 
suppressed by the surrounding larger trees and has a significant lean because of it. Soil 
and other organic material cover the root crown of this tree. I recommend removal of 
this tree as its form is compromised due to the overshadowing of large trees. 

Tree #9 is a medium-sized Coast Live Oak located in the rear of the home. This tree 
has a codominant attachment at 9 feet and leans to the northeast. The canopy is 
healthy and vigorous with an abundance of sprouts. 



1014 Russell Ave .. Los Altos 4 December 30, 2015 

Tree #10 is a large Redwood tree located on the neighboring property. This tree 
appears to be healthy and vigorous. 

Tree #11 is a small Fig tree located along the left rear side of the property. This tree has 
several mushrooms around its base but appears to be healthy. 

Tree #12 is a Fig tree located along the left side of the property. This tree is dead and 
should be removed. 

Tree #13 is an Avocado tree located at the left rear corner of the home. This tree has 
two stems at its base and the larger stem has a significant amount of decay present. 
There is an abundance of tip dieback from drought stress and the root crown is covered. 

Tree #14 is a Xylosma located on the neighboring property. This tree was observed over 
a fence and little is known about its health and structure. 

Tree #15 is an Avocado tree located along the left side of the home. Roughly fifty 
percent of this tree's root zone is covered by the home. There is a codominant 
attachment at 7 feet and several areas of decay are present in various locations around 
the trunk. The canopy appears to be healthy; however, there is an abundance of tip 
dieback probably from drought stress. 

Tree #16 is a grove of Red Gum Eucalyptus located on the right front corner of the left 
neighboring property. There are several codominant attachments throughout the 
canopies of the grove. 

In summary, trees #1, #8, and #12 should be considered for removal due to their poor 
form and vigor. The remaining trees on site would benefit from routine maintenance that 
should include large deadwood/frond removal and having their root crowns exposed. 

I believe this report is accurate and based on sound arboricultural principles and 
practices. If I can be of further assistance, please contact me at my office. 

Plan Review and Tree Protection Recommendations 

On Wednesday, December 30, 2015, I reviewed the proposed plans for 1014 Russell 
Avenue, Los Altos. During my review, I determined the existing home will be demolished 
and a new home and basement will be constructed. 

Trees #2, #5, #6, #13, and #15 should be removed prior to the construction project 
beginning as they will be significantly impacted by the project and will not be able to 
survive. 

Tree #4 will have roughly 35 to 40 percent of its root zone impacted by the installation of 
a new driveway. The canopy will need to be raised and side-trimmed to accommodate 
any traffic in the driveway. I recommend expanding the undisturbed island around the 
tree to leave as much of the natural root zone as possible. 



1014 Russell Ave .. Los Altos 5 December 30, 2015 

TREE PROTECTION SPECIFICATIONS 

1. A protective barrier of 6-foot chain link fencing shall be installed around the 
dripline of protected tree(s) . The fencing can be moved within the dripline if 
authorized by the Project Arborist or the City Arborist, but not closer than 2 feet 
from the trunk of any tree. Fence posts shall be 1.5 inches in diameter and are 
to be driven 2 feet into the ground. The distance between posts shall not be 
more than 1 O feet. This enclosed area is the Tree Protection Zone (TPZ). I have 
drawn in on the provided site plan the approximate locations of the tree 
protection fencing . 

2. Movable barriers of chain link fencing secured to cement blocks can be 
substituted for "fixed" fencing if the Project Arborist and City Arborist agree that 
the fencing will have to be moved to accommodate certain phases of 
construction. The builder may not move the fence without authorization from the 
Project Arborist or City Arborist. 

3. Avoid the following conditions. 
DO NOT: 

a. Allow runoff or spillage of damaging materials into the area below any 
tree canopy. 

b. Store materials, stockpile soil, or park or drive vehicles within the TPZ. 

c. Cut, break, skin, or bruise roots, branches, or trunks without first obtaining 
authorization from the City Arborist. 

.d. Allow fires under and adjacent to trees. 

e. Discharge exhaust into foliage . 

f . Secure cable, chain, or rope to trees or shrubs. 

g. Trench, dig, or otherwise excavate within the dripline or TPZ of the tree(s) 
without first obtaining authorization from the City Arborist. 

h. Apply soil sterilants under pavement near existing trees. 

4. Only excavation by hand or compressed air shall be allowed within the driplines 
of trees. Machine trenching shall not be allowed. 

5. Avoid injury to tree roots. When a ditching machine, which is being used outside 
of the dripline of trees, encounters roots smaller than 2 inches, the wall of the 
trench adjacent to the trees shall be hand trimmed, making clear, clean cuts 
through.the roots. All damaged, torn , and cut roots shall be given a clean cut to 
remove ragged edges, which promote decay. Trenches shall be filled within 24 
hours, but, where this is not possible, the side of the trench adjacent ~o the trees 
shall be kept shaded with four layers of dampened, untreated burlap, wetted as 
frequently as necessary to keep the burlap wet. Roots 2 inches or larger, when 
encountered, shall be reported immediately to the Project Arborist, who will 
decide whether the Contractor may cut the root as mentioned above or shall 
excavate by hand or with compressed air under the root. The root is to be 
protected with dampened burlap. 



1014 Russell Ave., Los Altos 6 December 30, 2015 

6. Route pipes outside of the area that is 10 times the diameter of a protected tree 
to avoid conflict with roots . 

7. Where it is not possible to reroute pipes or trenches, the contractor sha ll bore 
beneath the dripline of the tree. The boring shall take place not less than 3 feet 
below the surface of the soil in order to avoid encountering "feeder" roots. 

8. Any damage due to construction activities shall be reported to the Project 
Arborist or City Arborist within six hours so that remedial action can be taken. 

9. Violation of any of the above provisions may result in sanctions or other 
disciplinary action. 

f/ 
Sincerely, ;/ 

.} ! 
D-:./-,;,~·-·,7 

p ··f,_/// 
Jeromey A. lngd,lls 
Certified Arbori$t WE #7076A 

JAl:prnd \ 
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Project: 

Address: 

McGregor Residence 

1014 Russel Avenue 

Los Altos, CA 

Architect's Statement 

ATTACHMENT E 

10) 6~6U W ls /Q) 
~~ MAR -8 2r1s [0 

CITY OF LOS ALTOS 
PLANNl:-..JG 

Proposed for the site located at 1014 Russell Avenue, Los Altos California will be a 

new 2 story residence with a basement. Th e ground floor area is proposed to be 

2,039.11 square feet with a second floor area of 1,459.49 square feet for a total of 

3,498.60 square feet, w hich is less than the maximum allowable floor area of 3.500. 7 

square feet . The basement will have a floor area of 1,448.21 square feet but does 

not count towards the maximum floor area. The ground floor will have covered 

porches at the front entry, corner, side, and rear of the house to ease the massing of 

t he second floor. The second floor is set back from the ground floor at the sides and 

the rear of the site. The front elevation has been designed with ground floor box out 

windows with covered roofs to ease the massing of the second floor elements of the 

front fa~ade. 

The design style and materials chosen are to reflect a French Country style with 

design elements such as integrated color smooth finish stucco, decorative cast stone 

eave cornice t reatments, decorative cast stone window & door treatments, painted 

wood windows & French doors. The covered porch elements will have decorative 

Tuscan style columns & arched elements with a minimal of light limestone veneers. 

The roof design is consist en t with the French Country style with decorative dormer 

windows, a 6:12 pitch and slate roofing. The ground floor roof integrates with the 

second floor roof to minimize massing & 2 story facad es. 

In preparing the Neighborhood Context Map & surveying the varying styles of the 

homes in neighborhood it was concluded that this style and design of home is 

compatible with the neigh boring homes. It is also worth mentioning that several 

homes in the immediate vicinity are built using stucco, stone and clay roofs. It is our 

conclusion as there is a variety of age, style, and size of homes in this neighborhood 

that the proposed design wi ll only add to the eclectic and diverse nature of the 

neighborhood . 

It is noted that the design is consistent to the neighboring homes with respect to 

front, side, and rear set backs. The design is within all of the requi red daylight plane 

restrictions as well as the floor area and lot coverage requirements. 

As th is is a corner lot with a unique setback requirement s, great care has been placed 

in preparing a wonderfu l design that addressed the setback hardship on being in this 

location. This includes new landscape elements t o address the pedestrian circulation 

of th e neighborhood as well as porch elements. 
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Sierra Davis 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Ms Davis, 

Sarah Filsuf <sfi lsuf@gmai l.com> 
Wednesday, March 16, 2016 5:56 PM 
Sierra Davis 
1014 Russell ave 

ATTACHMENT C 

My husband and I live a few doors down on the other side of the street from 1014 Russell. We love the house plans that 
have been submitted for that lot. It wi ll look great in our neighborhood. 

Sarah Filsuf 
Behruz Filsuf 
1049 Russell Ave 

Sent from my iPad 

1 



March 14, 2016 

Dear Design Review Commission: 

Patrick and Melissa McGregor 
1014 Russell Avenue 
Los Altos, CA 94024 

CITY OF LOS AL-:-os 
PL.\Ni~11\JG 

We would appreciate your consideration of our proposal for our family home at 1014 Russell Avenue. 

We moved to California two years ago with the intention of planting our roots here. We contemplated 

buying a home in all the towns from San Jose to San Mateo, and Los Altos is the place we want to 

be. Los Altos is ideal for us because of the high-quality schools, the close-knit neighborhood 

atmosphere, the views of the Santa Cruz mountains, and the central location for careers in the tech 

industry. 

We have always been eager to design a home that blends several architectural elements that have 

inspired us during our travels to Europe. What cemented our interest in a French-style home, though, 

were our tours of local neighborhoods. We feel that the French-style homes in the area are truly 

beautiful and have a timeless appeal. We have chosen this style for the family home that we expect to 

live in for decades. 

We have two little girls (aged 3 years and 3 months), and we are excited about the possibility of a third 

child. We have a fundamental philosophical belief about living: areas in a home for sleep and rest 

should be separate from the areas for working, eating, and socializing. For this reason in the context of 

this property (which doesn't permit a 3,500 sq. foot single story home), it is important to us to place 

four bedrooms on the second floor. Our architect has developed an efficient design for the property 

that enables the bedrooms to be placed on the second floor while maintaining the French style we 

desire. 

Turning to the comments in the staff report, we disagree that the neighborhood is of consistent 

character. The near neighborhood is a Diverse Character neighborhood. When walking out the front 

door of our house, we cast our eyes on the home that is located across Russell Avenue, which is 

tastefully finished with stucco, stone, and dark wooden doors. Raising our eyes towards the sky, we 

have a direct view of a ceramic tile roof of a large two-story Spanish-style home that is located two 

houses away. Turning 45 degrees to the left to view the corner lot across the Covington/Russell 

intersection, we see a beautiful two-story "English Country" home built with red brick. Then, walking a 

few hundred feet down Russell towards the south - the area that the planning staff considers our 

primary neighborhood - we see a variety of two-story styles. For example, one is traditional with stucco 

walls, one is French-inspired, and another one is built in Craftsman style. 

Also, it is a fact that there are more two-story homes than one-story homes in our vicinity. Of the 

fifteen homes on our block of Russell closest to Covington, nine are (or will be) two-story. 



Upon reviewing our original design, the staff expressed that their primary concerns were the vertical 

orientation of the Russell-facing elevation and the east end of the Covington-facing elevation. In a good­

faith effort to address these concerns, our architect made significant changes to the facades and other 

parameters of the home (even though the changes likely negatively impact the beauty of the design). 

We are surprised to learn that these changes did not affect any of the staff's findings. 

What is most important to us about this process is not any comparison to the diverse composition of 

home styles and sizes in our neighborhood, however. What we care about most is the collective opinion 

of our neighbors. In early December, we shared initial plans with adjacent neighbors to ensure that the 

design was satisfactory. And, during the past month, we have spent dozens of hours meeting with our 

neighbors in person to discuss the details of our proposal. We've been delighted to find that our 

neighbors are so smart, friendly, and supportive. None of the neighbors have expressed objections. 

Attached to this statement are signed letters of support for our design from neighbors in 27 homes in 

our Russell neighborhood (including some homes on Covington and Golden). This includes letters of 

support from the neighbors who are most affected by the design: our neighbor across the street on 

Russell, our neighbor next door to us on Russell, our neighbor located behind our property on Golden, 

and the home on Covington with a front entrance that faces our property. 

This home will be a positive addition to our neighborhood and to Los Altos. Please approve our design. 

Sincerely, 

Melissa McGregor 
Owner 

I\ A er- f\,. 
Patrick McGregor 
Owner 



March 11, 2016 

To Whom It May Concern: 
CITY OF LOS ALTOS 

PLANNING 

We wish to express our fun support for the design of the proposed new home for the 

McGregor family at 1014 Russell Avenue in Los Altos. 

We are delighted to have this thoughtfully designed French country-style home, 

with either the original design or the new fa~adet added to our neighborhood~ Tb is 

home fits well with the varied and general styles of homes in our area. 

As a homeowner and resident on Russell Avenue, we are delighted to have the 

McGregor family join our neighborhood in their new home. 

Sincerely, 

s:::Z~ 
1120 Russell Avenue, Los Altos, (408) 996-3315 



March5, 2016 

To \\.'hom lt May Concern: 

l wish to express my complete support for the design of the proposed new home fort.he 
McGregor family at 1014 Russell Avenue in Los Al tos. 

Within our neighborhood, like much of Los Altos, lhere is a wide variety of arcbitcctu:ral styles 
and home configurations. For inslancc, in the near vicinity of 1014 RusseU, there are scvcra:r 
houses huilt with materials such as stucco and stone, houses designed in varying styles such as 

panish and Craftsman, houses ' ith heavy roof materials, and two-story houses with many 

\vindows on the second floors. 

A two-story French~country style home will complement the aesthetics of the neighborhood. 
The naturcil wood doors. the light colors of Lhe stucco and minimal stonework. and the richly 

tained ~vood window frames ·will blend into the "home-scape" and landscape. We also have no 
objections to a beauLi fol sJatc roof A well-designed home built with high-quality materials is a 

\velcome addition.. 

TI1e roof clements that separate the first and second floors in various areas around the house will 
nicely balance the new two-story home with the existing one-story homes in the area. And, 

given those mid-level roof elements. the dormers in the second floor, and the fact that areas of 
the house such as the garage and the covered back patio do nol have second floors, we are happy 
with the massing and proportions of the design. That is, for a two-story home in our 
neighborhood, the proposed house is not excessively bulky. 

lam plcastxl that the owners and the architect have limited the natural lighting on the ·econd 
floor of the back of the home to a single transparent window. Also, lam pleased that the O\.\mcrs 
will be keeping the large oak tree in Lhe back yard to maintain privacy. 

Laslly, as the landscaping on I.he property has not been updated in decades, 1 am exci ted that the 
trees and shrubbery wiJI be almost completely refreshed. 

I support the construction of the propo. ed home with either the original fa9adc, plat.es, and cave 

or the revised design. As a long-lime resident of the neighborhood, I \.Vclcome the McGrcgors 

and their two young daughters. 

CITY OF LOS ALTOS 
PLANNING 

Sincerely, 



March 13, 2016 

To V/bom It May Concern: 

As next-door neighbors of the McGregors, we 'Ni.sh to express my complete supporL for the 
design oflhe proposed new family home at 101 4 Russell Avenue. 

Within our neighborhood, like much of Los Altos, there is a wide variety of archilectural s1yles 
and home configurations. For instance, in the near vicinity of l 014 Russell. there arc several 
houses built with materials such as stucco and stone, houses designed in varying styles such as 

Spanish and Craftsman houses with heavy roof materials, and two-story houses vv;lh many 
windows on the second tloors. 

A two-story French-country style home '"~ll complcmenL the aesthetics of the neighborhood. 
The natural wood doors. the light colors of the stucco and minimal stonework., and the richly 
stained wood window frames will blend into the "home-scape" and landscape. We also have no 

objections to a beautiful slate roof. A well-designed home built with high-quality matcdals is a 

welcome addition. 

The roof elements that separate the first and second floors in various areas around the house will 
nicely balance the ne\v hvo-story home with the existing one-story homes in Lhe area. And. 
given those mid-level roof elements, the dom1ers in the sec.end floor, and lhe fact that areas of 
lhe house such as the garage and the covered back patio do not have second floors~ we are happy 
with tl1c massing and proportions of the design. That is, for a two-story home in our 

neighborhood, the proposed house is not excessively bulky_ 

We are pleased that the owners and the architect have limited the natural lighting on the second 

floor of the back of the home to a s ingle transparent window. We have no concerns about the 

locations or sizes of the windo\vs on the back of the home or the soulh side of the home (\vhicb 

faces our property). 

Lastly, as the landscaping on U1e property has not been updated in decades, we arc excited that 

the trees and shrubbery will be almost completely refreshed. 

I support the construction of the proposed home with either the original faiyade, plates, and caves 
or the revised design. As a long-time resident of the neighborhood, l welcome the McGrcgors. 

CITY OF LOS ALTOS 
PLANNING 

Sincerely, 

By: _Maryam & Ed I3acr_ 

Address: 1024 Russell Ave. Los Altos_ 



March 5, 2016 

To Whom It May Concern: 

r wish to ex-press my complete support for the design of the proposed new home for the 

McGregor family at 1014 Russell Avenue in Los Altos. 

Within our neighborhood, like much of Los Altos, tl1ere is a wide variety of archltectural styles 

and home configunllions. For instance, in the near viciiuty of I 014 Russell, there are several 

houses bujlt with maLerials sucb as stucco and stone, houses designed in varying styles such as 

Spanish and Craftsman., houses ·with heavy roof materials, and two-story houses with many 

,..,.;ndows on the second tloors. 

A two-story French-country style home will complement the aesthetics of the neighborhood. 

The natunll wood doors, the light colors of the stucco and minimal stonework:, and the richly 
stained wood window frames wilJ blend into the "home-scape" and landscape. We al.50 have mJ 

objections to a beautiful :;late roof. A well-designed. home built with high-quality materials is a 

· .. velcome addjtion. 

The roof elements that separate the first and second floors in vcuious areas around U1e house will 

nicely balance the new two-story home wiLh the cxfating one-story homes in the area. And. 

given those mid-level roof clements. the dormers in the second noor, and the fact that areas of 

the house such as the gara$e and tl1c co cred back patio do not have second floors, we are happy 
with the massing and proportions of the design. Thal is, for a two-story home in our 

neighborhood, the proposed house is not excessively bulk')'. 

I am pleased that Lhe owners aod the architect have limited Lhe natural lighting on the second 

floor of the back of the home to a single transparent window. Also. [am pleased that the owners 

\Viii be keeping the large oak tree in the back yard to maintain privacy. 

Lasll y, as the landscaping on the property has nol been update<l in decades, I am excited that the 

trees and shrubbery \.\~ll be almost completely refreshed. 

(support the constrnction of the proposed home with either the original fa~ade, plates, and eaves 

or tbe revised design. A s a long-time resident of the neighborhood, I welcome the McGregors 

and their two young daughters. 

CITY OF LOS ALTOS 
PLANNING 

Sincerely, 

By: ~th1 I J S1<'LC'.2 lll/4<4 
Address: I l12-lj (Id:< S St_:({, A v(Nt1( 

W> 4tAu .> / Cl\ 1''-lu z 1 
5 /4> ~Ci /Le k-4/ fU{/1 V.911 



March 5, 2016 

To Whom ft May Concern: 

l wisl1 to express my comp1ete support for lhe design of the proposed new home for the 

McGregor family al 1014 Russell Avenue in Los Allos. 

Wi thin our neighborhood, ]ike much of Los Altos, there is a wide v ariety of architectural styles 

and borne configurations. For instance, in the near vicinity of 1014 R ussell, there arc several 

houses built with materials such as stucco and stone, houses designed in varying styles ruch as 

Spanish and Craflsm~ houses witl1 heavy roof materials, and two-story houses \Vith many 
\Vindows on 1.he second floors. 

A two-story French-country style home will complement the aesthetics of the neighborhood. 

111e natural wood doors, the light colors of lhe stucco and minimal stonework, and lhe richly 

stained wood window frames will blend into the "home-scape" and landscape. We also have no 

objections to a beautiful slate roof. A well-designed home bui1t with high-quality materials is a 

welcome addition. 

The roo r elements that separate the firsl and second floors in various areas aroun<l lhe house will 

nicely balance the new two-story home with the existing one-story homes in the area. And, 

given 1.hose mid-level roof elements, the dormers in the second .floor, and the fact that areas of 

the house such as the garage and the covered back patio do not have second floors, we arc happy 

with the massing and proportions of the design. l 11at is, for a lwo-story home in our 
neighborhood, the proposed house is not excessively buJky. 

I am pleased that the owners and the architect have limited the .natural lighting on the second 

floor orlhe back of the home to a single transparent window. Also, Tam pleased that the owners 
will be keeping the 1arge oak tree in the back yard to maintain privacy. 

Lastly, as the landscaping on the property has not beco updated in decades, I am excited that the 
ln:es and shrubbery will be almost completely refreshed. 

L support the consbuction of the proposed home wilh ei ther c.he original fac;adc, plates, and eaves 
or the revised design. As a long-time resident or the neighborhood, I welcome the McGrcgors 

and their two young daughters. 

CITY OF LOS ALTOS 
PLANNING 

"inccrcly, 



March 5. 2016 

To Whom lt May Concern: 

T wjsh to express my complete support for the design of the proposed new home for lhe 

McGregor family at l014 Russell Avenue in Los Altos. 

Within our neighborhood, like much of Los Altos, there is a wide variety of architectural styles 

and home con.figurations. for instancei in the near vicinjty of 1014 Russell. there arc several 

houses built \vi1b materials such as stucco and stone; houses designed in varying styles such as 

Spanish and Craflsm~ houses with heavy roof materials, and two-story houses with many 

"'~ndows on the second floors. 

A two-story Frcnch-coWlby style home will comp lement the aesthetics of the neighborhood. 

The natural wood doors, the light colors of the stucco and minimal stonework, and lhe richly 

stained wood window frames will blend into U1e "home-scape" and landscape. We also have uo 

objections lo a beautiful slate roof A well-designed home built ·with high-qualhy materials is a 

welcom e addition. 

1l1e roof e lemenls that separate the fi rst and second floors in various areas around the house will 
nicely balance the new two-story home ·with the existing onc·story homes in the arc-a. And, 

given those mid-level TOof e lements, the dormers in the second floor, and the fact that areas of 

the house such as the garage and the covered back patio do not have second floors, we are happ y 

\vi th the massing and proportions of the design. That is, for a two-story home in our 

11cighborhood, the proposed house is not excessively bulky. 

I am pleased that the owners and the architect have limited the natural lighting on the second 
iloor of the back of 01c home to a single transparent window. Also, J am pleased that the owners 
will be kccpi.ng the large oak tree in the back yard to maintain privacy. 

Lastly. as the landscaping on the properly bas not been updated in decades, I am excited that the 

trees and shrubbery will be almost complelely re.freshed. 

l support the construction of the proposed home with either the original fayade, plates, and caves 

or the revised design. As a long· time resident of the neighborhood, l welcome f.he McGregors 

and their two young daughters. 

CITY OF LOS ALTOS 
PLANNING 

Sincerely, 

By: _ __ {,.__· ._· __ L_.-___ _ 
.... 



Marcb 5, 2016 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I wish to express my complete support for the design o f the proposed new home for the 

McGregor family at l014 Russell Avenue in Los Altos. 

Within our neighborhood like much of J .os Altos, tl1erc is a wide vmiety of architectural styles 

and home configurations. For instance, in the near vicinity of 1014 Russell, there are several 

bouscs builL w:ilh materials such as stucco and stone, hou.<;eS designed in varying slyles such as 

Spanish and Craftsman, houses with heavy roof materials, and two-story houses with many 

windows on the second floors. 

A t\.vo-story French-c-0untry style home will complement the n~'thetics oftbc neighborhood. 

The natural wood doois, the light colors of the stucco and minimal stonework, and the richly 

stained wood vvindow frames will blend into the "home-scape,, and landscape. We also have no 

objections to a beautiful slate roof. A well-designed home built with high-quality materials is a 

welcome addition. 

The roof clements that separate the first and second noors in various areas around the house will 

nicely balance the new two-sLory home with the existing one-story homes in the area. And, 

given those mid-level roof clements, the dormers in the second floor, and the fact thal areas of 

1be house such as lhe garage and the covered back patio do nol have second floors, we are happy 

v\~th the massing and proportions of the design. That is for a two-story home in our 

neighborhood, the proposed house is not excessively bulky. 

(am pleased that the owners and the archircet ha c limited Lhe natural lighting on Lhe second 

0oor 0 f the back 0 f the home lO a Single transparent window. Also, 1 am pleased that the O\.VTlers 
will be keeping the large oak tree in the back yard to maintain privacy. 

Lastly, as the landscaping on the propc1ty has nol been updated in decades, I am ~xcited that the 

trees and slm1bbery wil l be almost completely refreshed. 

[ support the construction of Lhc proposed home with either the origina l fayadc. plates, and caves 

or the revised design. As a long-time resident of the neighborhood, 1 welcome Lhe 1cGregors 

and Lheir two yowig daughters. 

CITY OF LOS ALTOS 
PLANN!NC 

Sincerely; 



March 5, 20 16 

To Whom lt May Concern: 

I wish to express my complete support for the design. of t.hc proposed new home for the 

McGregor family at I 014 RusselJ Avenue in Los Altos. 

\Vi thin our neighborhood, like much of Los Altos, there is a wide variety of architectural styles 

and home configurations. For instance, in the near vicinity of 1014 Russell, there arc several 

houses built with materials such as stucco and stone, houses designed in varying stylc-s such a-; 

Spanish and Craftsman, houses w ith heavy roof materials, and two-story houses with many 

windows on the second floors. 

A two-story Frenc11-country style home ,;vill complement the aesthetics of the neighbod1ood. 

The natural wood doors. the light colors of the stucco antl minimal stonework, and the richly 
stained wood v.·indow frames will blend into the ' 'home-scape'' and landscape. We also have no 

objections lo a beautiful slate roof. A well-designed home built with high-quality maLerials is a 

welcome addition. 

The roof clements that separate the first and second floors in various areas around the house will 

nicely balance the new two-story home with the existing one-story homes in the area. And, 

given those mid-level roof elements, the dormers in the second floor, and the facL that areas of 

the house suc.: h as the gar.age and the covered back patio do not have second Ooors, we arc happy 

with U1c massing and proportions of tbe design. That is, for a two-story home in our 

ne ighborhood, the proposed house i ~ not excessively bulky. 

Tam pleased that the owners and the architect have limited the natural lighting on tbe second 

floor of the hack of the home lo a single transparent window. Also, lam pleased that the o\:\>11ers 
will be keeping, the large oak l:rec in the back yard to maintain privacy. 

Lastly, as the landscaping on the property has not been updated iu decades, I am excited that the 

Lrces and shrubbery will be almost completely refreshed. 

r support the construction of the proposed house (design}. i\s a long-Lime resident of lhe 

neighborhood, I welcome the McGrcgors and Lheir two young daughters. 

0 ~(C~~~ ~ 7l1 
MAR 1 4 2r1s l0 I 

CITY OF LOS ALTOS 
PLANNING 

Sincerely, 

Dy: 

Address: I\(' G. r(,JH c> l) A J ( 

L~} "\·~} L ~ ~ '-\0"2 I 



March 5~ 2016 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I wish to express my complete support for the design or the proposed new home for the 

McGregor family at l 014 Russell A venue in Los Altos. 

Within our neighborhood? ffke much of Los Altos, there is a wide variety of arclutectural styles 

and bomc configurations. l""or instance, in tbe near ~1icinjty of 1014 Russell, there are several 

houses bui lt with maierials such as stucco and stone, houses designed in varying styles such as 

Spanish and Craftsman~ hous~ with heavy roof materials~ and two-story houses with many 
windows on t11e second floors. 

A two-story French-country style home will complement the aesthetics of the neighborhood. 
The natural wood doors, the light colors of the stucco and .minimal stonework, anc.l the richly 
s tained wood window frames will blend into the "home-scape" and landscape. vVe also have no 

objections to a.beautiful slate roof. A well-designed home built vvithhigh-quality materials is a 

weJcome addition. 

The roof elements tlmt separate the first and second floors in various areas around the house will 
11icely halance the new rwo-story home with the existing one-story homes in the area. And, 
given those mid-level roof elements, the dormers in the second floor, and the fact that areas of 
the house such as the garage and the covered back patio do not have second floc,rs, we are happy 

,¥Jth the massing and proportions of the design. That is, for a two-story home in our 

neighborhood, the proposed house is not excessively bulky. 

I am pleased that the ovvncrs and the architect have limited the natural lighting on the second 

.floor of the back of the home to a single transparent window. Also, I am pleased thaL ll1e owners 
will be keeping the large oak tree in the back yard to maintain privacy. 

Lastly, as the landscaping on the property has not been updated in decades, I am excited that the 

trees an<l shrubbery will be almost completely refreshed . 

.l suppmt lhc co11stmction of the proposed home with either Lhe original fa9ade, plates, and eaves 

or I.be revised des ign. As a long-Lime resident of the neighborhood, I welcome the McGrcgors 

and their two young daughters. 

CITY OF LOS I\! TOS 
PLANNING 

Sincerely, 



March 5, 2016 

To Whom [t May Concern: 

I wish to express my complete support for Lhc desjgn of the proposed new home for the 

McGregor family at 1014 Russell Avenue in Los Altos. 

\Vi thin our neighborhoo4 like much of Los Altos, 1here is a \vide variety of architectural styles 
and home configurations. For instance, in the near vicinity of 1014 Russell, there arc several 
houses built with materials such as stucco and stone, houses des igned in varying styles such as 
Spanish and Craftsman, houses with heavy roof materials, and two-story houses with many 
windows on the second floors. 

A two-story Frcnch-cmmtry style home will complement the ae.sthetics of lhe neighborhood. 

The natural wood doors, the light colors of the stucco and minimal stonework, and the richly 
stained \.VOod ·window frames will blend into the "home-scape" and landscape. We also have no 
objections to a beautiful slate roof A well-designed home built with high-quality materials is a 
weJcomc addition. 

The roof elements that separate the first and second floors in various areas around Lhc house will 
nicely balance the new two-story home with the existing one-story homes in the area. J\nd, 
given those mid-level roof elements, lhc dormers in the second floor, and the fact that areas of 
tbe house such as lhc garage and the covered back patio do not have second floors, we are happy 
with the massing and proportions of the design. Thal is, for a hvo-story borne in om 
neighborhood, the proposed house is not excessively bulky. 

I am plea5ed that lhe owners and the architect have limiled the nalural lighting on the second 
noor of the back of the borne to a single transparent window. Also, I am pleased that the owners 
will be keeping lhc large oak tree in the back y3rd to mafotain privacy. 

Lastly, as the landscaping on the property has not been updated in decades, 1 am excited that the 
trees and shrnbbery will be almost completely refreshed. 

I support the construction of tbe proposed home with either the original fayade, plales, and caves 
or the revised design. As a long-time resident of the neighborhood, I we1comc the McGregors 
and lhcir two young daughters. 

CITY OF LOS ALTOS 
PLANNING 

Sincerely: 

Br. ~~ 
Address: I 0 9 q/Jlh-c 



March 5, 2016 

To Whom Il May Concern: 

L wish to express my complete support for the design of the proposed new home for the 

McGregor famil y at 1014 Russell Avenue in Los Altos. 

Within our neighborhood, Like much of Los Altos, there is a wide variety of architectural styles 
and home configurations. for instance in the near vicinity of 1014 Russell , there are several 
houses built with materials such as stucco and stone, houses dcsignoo in varying style. such as 

Spanish and Craftsman houses with heavy roof materials, and two-story how;es with many 

windows on the second floors. 

A l:\\'o-story French·country style home 'Nill complement the aesthetics of the neighborhood. 
The natural wood doors. the light colors of the stucco and minimal stone·work, and the richly 
stained wood window frames will blend into the "home-scape" and landscape. We also have no 

objections to a beautiful l;late roof. A well-designed home built with high-quality materials is a 

welcome adrution. 

The roof clements that separate the first and second floors in various areas around the house will 

nicely balance the new two-story home with tbc existing one-story homes in the area And, 

g1 ven U1ose mid-level roof elements, the dormers in the second flooT, and the fact that areas of 
the house such as the garage and the covered back patio do not have second Doors, we are happy 
with the massing and proportions of the design. That is. for a two-story home in our 

neighborhood, the proposed house is not excessively bulk"Y. 

lam pleased that the owners and the architect have limited U1e natural Lighting on the second 

floor o f the back of the home to~ single transparent window. Also, l am pleased that the owners 

will be keeping the large oak tree in the back yard to maintain privacy. 

Lastly, as the landscaping on the property has not been updated in decades. l arn excited that the 

trees and shrubbery will be almost completely refreshed. 

l support the construction of the proposed house (design). As a long-time resident of the 
neighborhood, I welcome the McGregors and their h:vo young daughters. 

CITY OF LOS ALTOS 
PLANNING 

Sincerely, 

13y:Q' 



Maren 5, 2016 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I wish to express my complete support for the design of Lhe proposed new home for the 

McGregor family at 1014 Russell Avenue in Los Altos. 

Witbio our neighborhood, like much of Los AJtos, there is a wide variety of architectural styles 

and home configurations. for instance, in the near vicinity of 1014 Russell, there are several 
houses built wilh materials such as st11cco and stone. houses designed in varying styles such as 
Spanish and Craflsman, houses with heavy roof materials. and two-story houses with many 

windows on the second floors. 

A two-story French-country style home will complement the aesthetic!> of the neighborhood. 
The natural wood doors, the light colors of 1l1e stucco and minima] stonc ... vork, and the richly 

stained wood wi ndow frames will blend into the "home-scape" and landscape. We ~t!SC) have no 

objections to a beautiful slate roof. A well-designed home buil t with high-quality materials is a 

welcome addilion. 

The roof clements thal separate t.hc first and second floors in various areas around the house \'v'ill 

nicely balance 1hc new two-story home with tl1e existing one-story homes in the area And, 

given those mid-level roof elements, the dormers in the second noor, and the fact that. areas of 
the house such as the garage and the covered back patio do not have second floors, we are happy 

with the massing and proportions of the design. That is, for a two-story home in our 

neighborhood, the proposed house is not exces:-;ively bulky. 

lam pleased that the owners and the architccl have limited the natural lighting on the second 

lloor of the back or the home to a single transparent windo\' .... Also, Tam pleased that the O\.VUers 

will be keeping the large oak tree in the back yard to maintain privacy. 

LasUy, as the landscaping on the property has not been updated in decades lam excited lhac the 

trees and shrnbbery ·wlll be almost completely refreshed. 

l support the construction of the proposed house (design). As a long-time resident of the 

neighborhood. I welcome the McGregors and their two young daughters. 

CITY OF LOS ALTOS 
PLANNING 



March 5, 2016 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I wish to express my complete support for the design o f the proposed new home for the 

McGregor family at 1014 Russen Avenue in Los J\ltos. 

Within our neighborhood, like much of Los Altos, lherc is a wide variety or architectural styles 

and home configuratjons. For instance, in the near vicinity of l 014 Russell, there arc several 

hou.~es buill "v:ith materials such as stucco and stone, houses designed in varying styles such as 

Spanish and Craftsman. holl!:ies with heavy roof materials. and two-story houses with many 

window-s on the second floors. 

/\.two-story French-country style home will complement lhe aesthetic.-; of the neighborhood. 

The natural wood doors. Lhe light colors of the stucco and minimal stonework, and Lbe richly 

stained wood window frames will blend into the' home-scape" and landscape. We also have no 

objections to a beautiful s late roof. A well-designed home built with high-quality materials is a 

welcome adclition. 

The roof clements that separate the :fast and second noors in various areas around the house will 

nicely balance 1he new two-stOI)' home with the existing one-story homes in the area. And, 

given those mid-level roof clements, Lhe doTmers in the second noor, and the fact that areas of 

the house such as the garage and the covered back patio do not have second floors, we are happy 

with the massing and proportions of the design. That is for a two-story home in our 

neighborhood~ the proposed house is not excessively bulky. 

I am pleased that the ovmcrs and the architect have limited the natural lighting on the ccoml 

Ooor or the back of the home to a single transparent window. Also, l am plca~cd that the 0\-Vners 

will be keeping the large oak tree in the back yard to maintain privacy. 

Lastly, as lhe landscaping on the property has not bc.~n updaLed in decades, ram excited that the 

trees and shrubbery '""ill be almost completely refreshed . 

I supporL the construction of the proposed house (design). As a long-time resi<lenl or the 

neighborhood. 1 ·welcome the McGrcgors and their two young daughters. 

CITY OF LOS ALTOS 
PLANNING 

Sincerely, 



March 5, 2016 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I wish to express my complete support for the design of the proposed new home for the 
McGregor family at I 014 Russell A venue in Los Altos. 

Wilhin our neighborhood, like much of Los Altos there is a wide variety of architectural styles 

and home configurations. t:or ins tance, in the near vicinity of I 0 14 Russell. there are several 

houses buiJL with materials such as stucco and stone, houses designed in varying styles such as 
Spanish and Craftsman houses with heavy roof materials. and two-story houses \l.,'ith many 
windows on lhe second floors. 

A L\.vo-story freoch-country ·tylc home will complement the aesthetics of the neighborhood. 

The natural wood doors, the light colors of the stucco and minimal stonework and the richly 
stained wood window frames will blend into the "home-scape" and landscape. We al o have no 

objections Lo a beautiful slate roof. A well-designed home built with high-quality materials is a 

welcome addition. 

The roo f elements that separate the first and second noors in various areas around the house v.ti ll 

nicely balance the newtwo-story home with lhecxisting one-story homes in the area And~ 

given Lhose mid-level roof clements , Lhe dormers in the second floor, and lhe fac1 that areas of 
the house such as the garage and the covered back patio do not have second lloors. we are happy 
·with the massing and proportions o f the design. That is, for a two-story home in our 

neighborhood"' the proposed house is not excessively bulky. 

1 am plea$ed that the owners and the architect have limited lhe natural lighting on the second 

noor of the back of the home lo a single transparent window_ Also, 1 am pleased that the owne~ 

will be keeping the large oak tree in the back yard to maintain privacy. 

Lastly, as Lhe Iand!icaping oo the property has not been updated in decades, I am excited LhaL the 

trees and shrubbery will be almost completely refreshed. 

I support tbc construct.ion or the proposed house (design). As a long-time resident of the 

neighborhood, I \Vclcomc the McGregors and lheir two young daugh ters. 

CITY OF LOS ALTOS 
PLANNING 

Sincerely, 

Address: /DLfo 2wseRL ,4-vcvt~ 
q l.[,O(_ L( l--o'S> At h ' 



March 5, 20 l 6 

To Whom [t May Concern: 

I wish to express my complete support for the design of the proposed ne\ home for the 

McGregor family at 1014 Russell Avenue in Los Altos. 

Within our ncighborhoo~ like much of Los Altos. there is a wide variety of architectural styles 

and home configurations. For instance, in the near vicinity of 1014 Russell, there are several 

houses bui lL witb materials such as st11c.co and stone, houses designed in varying s1yles sucb as 
Spanjsh and Craftsman, bouscs with heavy roof materials, and two-story houses with many 

windows on the second fl()ors. 

A two-story French-country style home w111 complement the aesthetics of the neighborhood. 
'The natural wood doors Lbe light colors or the stucco and minima.I stonework, and the richly 

stained wood window frames will blend into the " home-scape" and landscape. We also have no 

objections to a beautiful slate roof. A weJJ-dcsigncd home built w:ith high-quality materials is a 

welcome addition. 

The roof c lements that separate the first and second floors in various areas around the house will 

nicely balance the new two-story home with the existing onc-slory homes in the area. And. 

given those mid-level roof clements, Lhe donncrs in the second floor, and the fact that areas of 

the house such as the garage and the covered back patio do not have second floor , we are happy 

wilh the massing and proportions of the design. That is for a two-story home in our 

neighborhood, the proposed house is not l.!xcessivcly bulky. 

l am pleased that the owners and the architect have lirnitc.d lhe natural lig hting on the second 

floor of the back of the home to a single transparent V\.rindow. Also, I am pleased U1m the o·wners 

will be keeping the large oak tree in the back yard to maintain privacy. 

Lastly, as the landscaping on the property has not been updated in decades, I am excited that the 

trees and shrubbery will be almost completely refreshed_ 

I support the construction of the proposed home with either the original fac;ade, plates, and eaves 

or the revised design. As a long-time resident of' the neighborhood, I welcome the McGregors 

and their two young daughters. 

CITY OF LOS ALTOS 
PLANNING 

Sjneer ly, 

~v-~ 
/ -- c 

By: JuJoV\ ll.'-Y'\ 

Address: \OJ ( K 'v'J)'{l) Avt. . 



March 5, 2016 

To \Vhom [(May Concern: 

f wish to express my complete supporl for lhc design. of the proposed new home for the 

McGregor frun.ily al 10 14 RusscU J\ venue in Los Altos. 

Within our neighborhood, Like much of Los Altos, there is a w:ide variety of archltcctural styles 

and home configurations. For instance, in the near vicinity or 1014 RusseU, there arc several 

houses built with materials such as stucco and stone, houses designed in varying styles such as 
Spanish and Crafuman, houses with heavy roof materials, and two-story houses with many 

windows on the second floors. 

J\ two-story French-country style home wilJ C-OIDplement the aesthetics of the neighborhood. 

The natural wood doors the light colors of the stucco und minimal stonework, and the rich.ly 
stained wood window frames will blend into the "home-scape" and Landsc..qpc. We also have no 
t1bjections to a beautiful slate roof. A well-designed home built with high-quality materia ls is a. 

welcome addition. 

The roof elements that separate the first and second floors in various area.:; around lhc house will 

nicely balance the new two-story home wjtb 1he existing o:ne-story homes in the area. And, 
given those mid-level roof elements, the dormers in the second floor, and Lhc fact Lhal areas of 

the house such as the garage and the covered back pmio do not have second noors, we are happy 

with the massing and proportions of the design. That is for a two-story home in our 

neighborhood, the proposed house is not excessively bulk-y. 

I am pleao:;ed that the owners and the architect have limited 1he natural lig11ting on the second 
nom of the back of the home to a single transparent window. Also, [am pleased that the owners 

"vill be keeping the large oak tree in the back yard LO maintain privacy. 

Lastly, as the landsc.aping on the property has not been updated in decades, I am excited that the 

trees and shrubbery will be almost completely refreshed. 

l support the construction of the proposed home \¥i lh either the original fa<;ade, plaLes, and eaves 

or the revised design. As a long-time resident of the neighborhood. I welcome the McGrcgors 

and their two young daughters. 

MAR I 4 2r1s 

CITY OF LOS ALTOS 
PLANNING 

Sincerely, 

/l 
I I 

By:~ ~ 

Address: I I J I ? t....5 Sc.IA Av L 



1v1arch 5~ 2016 

To Whom JL May Concern: 

l wish lo express my complete support for lhc design of the proposed new home for the 

McGregor family al I 014 Russell Avenue in Los Altos. 

Within our neighborhood, like much of Los Altos, there is a wide variety of archileclural styles 
and home configurations. for ins tance, in the near v icinity of 1014 Russell. there are several 

houses built w ith materials such as stucco and stone. houses designed in varying styles such as 

Spanish and Craftsman, houses ·wi th heavy roof materials, and two-story houses with many 

\.Vi.ndows on 1.he second floors.. 

A two-story r'rench-country style home will complement the aesthetics of the neighborhood. 

111c nattrra1 wood doors. the lighL colors of t11e srucco and minimal stonew<)rk, and the richly 

stained wood windo•.v frames will blend into the ... home-scape·' and landscape. We also have no 

objections to a beautiful s late roof A well-designed home built with high-quality materials is a 

welcome addition.. 

The roof elements that separate the firsL and second t1oors in various areas around the house will 

nicely balance the new two-story home with the existing one-story homes in the area And, 

given those mid-level roof elements, the dormers in the second floor, and the fact that areas of 

the house such as the garage and the covered back patio do not have second 11oors, we arc happy 

v.1lh the massing and proportions or the design .. That is, for a two-story home in our 

neighborhood. the proposed house is not excessively bulky. 

1 am pleased that the owners and the architect have limited the natural lighting on the second 

floor of the back of the borne to a sing.le transparent window. Also. I am p leased that the o\vners 

"'~II be keeping the large oak tree in the back yard to maintain pri vacy. 

Lastly, as the landscaping on Lhe p roperty has not been updated in decades, lam excited that the 

trees and shrubbery wilJ be almost completely refreshed. 

T support the construction of the proposed home with either the original fa¥-i.dc, plates, and eaves 

or the revised design. As a long-lime resident of the neighborhood, l welcome the McGregors 

and their two young daughters. 

CITY OF LOS ALTOS 
PLANNING 

Sincerely, 



March 5. 2016 

To Whom I l May Concern: 

r wish to elrpress my complete support for the design of the proposed DC\: home [or the 

1cGregor family at 1014 Russell Avenue in Los Altos. 

Within our neighborhood like much of Los Altos, there is a wide variety or architecturaJ styles 
and home configurations. For instance, in the near vicinity of 10 l4 RussclL there are several 
houses built 't.vith materials such as stucco and stone, houses designed in varying styles such as 
Spanish and Craflsm~ houses with heavy roof materials, and two-story houses with many 
windows on the second .floors. 

A two-story French-country style home will complement the aesthetics of the neighborhood. 
The natural wood doors, the ligbl colors or the stucco and minimal stonework, and the richly 
stained wood window frames wiH blend into the "home-scape~ and landscape. \Ve also have no 
objections to a beautiful slate roor A well-de. igncd home built "'~ th high-quali ty materials is a 
welcome addition. 

The roof clements that separate the first and second .floors in various areas around the house will 
nicely balance the new hvo-story home with the existing one-story homes in lhc an.:a. J\nd, 
given those mid-level rnof elements, Lhe dormers in Lbe second floor, and tbe fact lhat areas of 

the house such as Lhe garage and the covered back patio do not have second noors, we are happy 

with the massing and proportions of the desib7Il. Thal is, for a two-story home in our 
neighborhood, the proposed house is not excessively bulky. 

I am pleased that the o"vners and the architect have limited the natural lighting on the second 
floor of lhc back of the home to a single tram,t>arent window. Also, I am pleased that the ovvncrs 
'"'i il be keeping lhc large oak tree in lhc back yard to maintain privacy. 

Laslly, as the landscaping on the property has not been updated in de<..~ddes I am cxciled that Lhe 

trees and shrubbery will be almost completely refreshed. 

L support the constnrction of the proposed hornc with either the original fm;;ade, plates, and eaves 
or the revised design. As a long-time resident of the neighborhood, I welcome the McGregors 
and their two young daughters. 

Sincerely, 

rJT" nr 1 r ~ 



March 5, 20 I 6 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I wish to express my complete support fo r the desif:,'11 of the proposed new home for the 

McGregor family at 1014 Russell Avenue in Los Altos. 

Within our neighborhood~ like much. of Los AIIos lb.ere is a wide variety of archjteelural styles 

and home configurations. 1.-or instance, in the near vicinity of I 014 Russell. there are severaJ 

houses built with materials such as stucco aml stone, houses designed in varyi ng styles such as 

Spanish and Craftsman houses with heavy roof materials, and two-story houses with rnany 

windows on the second floors. 

/\. two·story French·countTy style home wili complement the aesthetics of the neighborhood. 

The natural wood doors, the light colors of the stucco and minimal stonework, a nd the richly 

stained wood window frames will blend into the " bome· scapc" and landscape. We also have no 

objections to a beautifu l slate rnof. A wcJJ.designed home built with high-quaUty materials is a 

welcome addition. 

The roof elements that separate the first and second floors in various are.as around the house will 
nicely balance lhe ne\'\1 two· story home with the existing one.story homes in the area And. 

given those mid· level roor elements, the dormers in tbe second noor, and the fact tl1at areas of 
the house such as the garage aod the covered back patio do not have second floors, we are happy 

with the massing and proportions of the design. That is, for a two·story home in our 

neighborhood, the proposed house is not excessively bulky. 

I am pleased thnt the m.vncrs and Lhe architect have Limited the natural lighting on the second 

floor of the back of the home to a single transparent windo .. v. Also, Tam p leased that the owners 

will be keeping the large oak. tree in the batk yard to maintain privacy. 

Lastly, as tbe landscaping on the property has not been updated in decades, lam excited that the 

trees and shmbbery will be almost completely refreshed. 

I support the construction or the proposed home with e ither the ori ginal fo\ade, plates. and caves 

or the revised design. J\s a long-time resident of the neighborhood. I welcome the McGregors 

and tl1eir two young daughters_ 

CITY OF LOS ALTOS 
PLANNING 

Sincerely, 

By: ~cvJ ~* 
Address: -1-]--+l-"h ....... E _ _ _.._'l+-"'(L.._1. -~,.....· ---"_< _ _ 



March 5, 20 16 

To \Vhom [t May Concern: 

I wish to express my complete support for the design of the proposed new home for the 
McGregor family at 1014 Russell Avenue in Los AJtos. 

\Vitbin our neighborhood, like much of Los Al Los, there is a wide variety of archltcctura] styles 

and home con.figurations. For instance, in the near vicinity of 1014 Rus.<;ell , there are several 

houses built \:vith materials such as stucco and stone .. houses designed in varying style-s such as 
Spanish and Craftsman., houses with heavy roof materials, and two-story houses wiU1 many 
windows on the second floors. 

A two-story French-country style home will compiemcnl I.he aesthetics ofthc neighborhood. 

The natural wood doors. the light colors of the stu cco and minimal stonework, and the richly 

stained wood windO'w frames will blend into tlJe "home-scape,' and Jandscapc. We also have no 
objections to a beautiful slate roof. A well-designed home built with bjgh-quality materials is a 

welcome addition. 

The roof clements that separate the first and secoud .floors in various areas around the house will 

nicely balance Lhe new two-story home' ilh the existing one-story homes in the area_ And, 
gjven those mid-level roof elements, the dormers in the second floor, and the fact that areas of 

the house such as lhc garage and the covered back patio do not have second fl oors, we are happy 

with the massing and proportions of the design_ That is, for a two-story home in our 

neighborhood, the proposed house is not excessively bulh.7. 

I am pleased that the owners and the architect have limited the nallual lighting on the second 

floor or the back of the h(mJe to a single transparent window. Also, l am pleased that the owners 

wi ll be keeping the large oak tree in lhe back yard to maintain privacy. 

Lastly, as the landscaping ou the properly ha<> not been updated in dec~dcs. l am excited that the 
trees and shrubbery will be almost completely refreshed. 

1 support t.he construction of the proposed home "'~ lh either the original fa¥a<le, plates, and eaves 

or the revised design. As a long-time resident of Lhe neighborhood~ I welcome the McGrcgors 

and their t\.VO yotmg daughters. 

CITY OF LOS ALTOS 
PLANNING 

Sincerely, 

Address: / / S b R l> ) S ..;: } l 



March 5. 2016 

To Whom ft May Concern: 

[ wish to express my complete support [or the design of the proposed new home for the 

McGregor family at 1014 Russell Avenue in Los Altos. 

Within our neighborhood , like much of Los Altos. there is a wide variety of architectural styles 

and home configurations. For instance, in the near vicinity or J 014 Russell, there arc several 

houses buiJL with rnaLericiJs sucb as slucco and stone, houses designed in varying styles such as 

Spanish and Cral1sman, houses with heavy roof materials, ml<l two-story houses with many 

"vindows on the .second floors. 

A two-story freoch-country style home will complement the aesthetics of the neighborhood. 

The natural wootl doors, the lighl colors or the stucco and minimal stonework, and the richly 
stained '\vood window frames will blend into the "home-scape" and landscape. We also have no 

objections to a beautiful slate roof. A well-designed home buih \.vllh high-quality materials is a 

welcome addition. 

The roof clements that separate the first and second floors in various areas around the house will 
nicely baJancc the new two-story home ..,yjlh the existing one-story homes in the area. And. 
given those mid-level roof clements. the donners in lhe se.cond floor, <md tl1e fact that areas of 

the house such as the garage and the covered back patio do not have second floors, we arc happy 
"'·ith the massing and proportions of the design. That is, for a two-story home in our 

neighborhood, the proposed house is not excessively bulky. 

I am pleased that the owners and the architect have limited the natural lighting on the second 

iloor of the back of the home to a single transparent window. Also, ram pleased that the m.vncrs 

will be keeping the large oak tree in the hack yard to maintain privacy. 

Lastly, as the landscaping on the property has nol been updated in decades, ram excited that the 

trees and shrubbery wi ll be almost completely refreshed . 

r support the construction oftbe proposed home "'vi th either Lhc original fa~dc, plates, and caves 

or the revised design. As a long-time resident or Lhe neighborhood, I welcome the McGrcgors 

and their two yow1g daughters. 

CITY OF LOS ALTOS 
PLANNING 

Sincerely, 

n y: #rfi:~/{<:;_.fa~--- . 
Address: //f2 tfL& (// /Iv r 



March S, 20 I 6 

To \Vb.om It May Concern: 

I wish to express my complete S1lpport for the design of the proposed new home for the 

McGregor famil, at 1014 Russell Avenue in Lo Altos. 

Within our neigbborhood~ l ike much of Los Altos, there is a wide variety of architectural styles 

and home configurat1ons. For instance. in the near vicinity of I 014 Russell, there are several 

houses bu.ill with materials such as st11cco and stone, houses designed in varying style~ such as 

Spanish and Craftsman, houses with heavy roof materials. and two-story houses with many 

windows on the second floors. 

A two-story French-country style home will complement the aesthetics of the neighborhood. 

The natural wood doors, the light colors of the stucco and minimal stonework, and the richly 

stained wood window frames will blend inlo the "home-scape" and landscape. We also have no 

objections to a beautiful slate roof. A weU-designcd home built with high-quality materials is a 

welcom e addltion. 

Tbc roof clemenls that separate the first and second .floors in various areas arowid the hou:>e will 

nicely balance the new two-story home with the existing one-story homes in the area And, 

given those mid-level roof clements, lhe dormers in the second floor, and the fact that areas of 

lhe house such as the garage and the covered back patio do not have second floors, we are happy 

·with the massing and proportions of the desi.!:,YJl. That is for a two-story home in our 

neighborhoo~ the proposed house is not excessively bulky. 

l am pleased t.hal the owners and the architect have limited Lhe natural lighting on the second 

floor of the back of the home to a single transparent window. Also I am pleased that the owners 

will be keeping the large oak tTee in the back yard to mainlain privacy. 

Lastly, as tl1e landscaping on lbe property has not been updated in decades, I am excited that the 

trees and ·hrubbery will be ahnost completely refreshed. 

I support the construction of the proposed home with either the original fa~adc, plates, and caves 

or the revised design. As a long-time resident of the neighborhood, I welcome tbe M ·Gregors 

and their two young daughters. 

CITY OF LOS ALTOS 
PLANNING 

Sincerely, 



March5 2016 

To Whom Jl May Concern: 

£ wish ro express my complete support for the design of the proposed ntiw home for the 

McGregor family at 1014 Russell Avenue in Los Altos. 

Within our neighborhood, like much of Los Altos> there is a wide variety of architectural styles 

and home configurations. For instance, in the near vicinity of I 014 Rus~ell, there are several 

houses built with materials such as stucco and stone, houses designed in varying styles such as 

Spanish and Craftsman, houses with heavy roor materials, and two-story houses with many 
v.'in.dows on the second floors. 

A two-story French-country style home-will complement the aesthetics of the neighborhood. 
The naturnl wood doors, the light colors of the stucco and minimal sfoncwork, and the richly 

stained woo<l window frames will blend into the ''home-scape'~ and landscape. We also have no 

objections to a bealltifol slate roof. A wcJJ-dcsigncd home built with high-quality materials is a 

welcome addition. 

The roof elements that separate the fir.st and second floors in various areas armmd the hou..;;e will 

nicely balance the new two-story home wilb Lhe existing one-story homes in the area. And, 

given those mid-level roof elements, the dormers in the second floor, and the fact that areas of 

the house such as the garage and the covered back patio do not have second floors; we ore happy 

with Lhe massing and proportions of the design_ That is, for a two-story home in our 

neighborhood. the _proposed house is not excessively bulky. 

I am pleased that the owners and the architect have limited the natural lighting on the second 

floor of lhc back of the home to a single transparent windO\.v. Also, I am pleased that Lhc owners 

will be keepi ng the large oak tree in the back yard to maintain privacy. 

Lastly, as the landi;;caping on the property hru; oot been updated in decades, I am excited that the 

trees and shrubbery will be almost completely refreshed. 

1 supporl the construction of the proposed home with either the original fa<;:-atle, plates, and caves 

or U1e revised design. As a long-time resident. of the neighborhood, I welc-0me tbe McGregors 

and their two young daughters. 

CITY OF LOS ALTOS 
PLANNING 



Marcl1 5, 2016 

To Whom It May Concern: 

J wisb lo express my cornplele supporl for the design oftbc proposed new home for the 

McGregor family at 1014 Russell A venue in Los Altos. 

Within our neighborhood, like much of Los Altos, there 1s a '¥ide variety of architectural styles 

an<l horn~ configurations. For instance, in lhe nem· vicinity of 1014 Russell, tbere arc several 

houses built with materials such as stucco and stone, houses designed in varying styles such as 
Spanish and Craftsman, houses vvitb heavy roof materials, and two-story houses with many 
windows on Lbe second floors. 

A two-story French--country style home will complement the aesthetics of the neighborhood. 

The natural wood doors. tbc light colors of the stucco and mirrimal stonework, and the richly 

stained wood window frames will blend into tile "h.ome-scape" and landscape. We also have no 

objections to a beautiful slate roof. A well-designed home built with high-quality materials is a 

welcome addition. 

The roof clements that separate the first and second floors in various areas around the house will 

nice! y balance the new two-story home \vith the existing one-story homes in tbc area And, 

given lho.se mid-level roof elements, the dormers in lhe second floor, and lhe facl thal areas of 

the house such as the garage and the covered back patio do not have second floors, we are happy 
\\>itll the massing and proportions of the design. That is. for a two-story home in our 
neighborhood. the proposed house is not excessively bulky. 

t am pleased that the owners and the architect have limited the nataral lighting on the second 

floor or the back of the home to a sing.le transparent \.vindow. Also, l am pleased that the owners 

will be keeping the large oak tree in the back yard to maintain privacy. 

Lastly, as the landscaping on the properl)' has not been updated in decades, I am excited I.hat the 

trees and shrubbery will be almost completely refreshed. 

r support the construction of the proposed home with either tbe original fac;<ide, plates, and eaves 
or the revised design. As a long-time resident of the neighborhood, J welcome Lhe McGregors 
and chcir two young daughters. 

Sincerely, 

Ily: ®01l~fll 
Address: _/_rJ_t_l _/tu~.9?.~t&{ ______ _ 

CIT"C"' 



March S, 2016 

To \Vhom It May Concern: 

l wish lo express my complete support for the design of the propose<l new home for the 

McGregor family at 1014 Russell Avenue in Los Altos. 

Within our neighborhood, like much of Los Altos, there is a wide variety of architectural sty I.cs 

and home configurations. For instance, in tbc near vicinity of l 0 t 4 Russel] , lbcr·C are several 

houses bui lt with materials such as stucco and stone, houses designed in varying styles such as 

Spanish and Craftsman, houses with heavy roof materials. antl two-story bouses with many 

windows on the second floors. 

A two-story French-country style borne will complement the aesthetics of the neighborhood. 

The natural wood doors, the light colors of the stucco and minimal s1onewor.k, and the richly 

stained wood window frames w ill blend into the "home-scape" and landscape. We also have no 

objections to a beautiful slate roof. A well-designed home built with high-quality materials is a 

welcome addition. 

The roof elements that separate the first and second floors in various areas around the house v.1 11 

nicely balance the new two-story home wi th the existing one-stOI)' homes in the area. And; 

given those mid-level roof clements, the dormers in the second floor, and the fact tba1 areas of 

the house such as the garage and the covered back patio do not have second floors, we are happy 

w ith the massing and proportions of the design. TI1at is, for a tvvo-story home in our 

neighborhood, the proposed hou. e is not excessively bulky. 

Tam pleased that the o"vners and the archi lect have I-United the natural lighting on the second 

floor of the back of the home to a single Lransparcnt window. Also. I am pleased that the owners 

will be keeping. the large oak tree in the back yard lo maintai11 privacy. 

Lastly, as Lhe landscaping on the property has not been updntcd in decades, l run excited that the 

trees and sbrubbery will be almost completely refreshed. 

[ support the constnrction of the proposed home with either the originaJ fayade, plates, and caves 

or the revised design. As a long-time resident of the neighborhood, I welcome the McGregors 
and their tv:o ymmg daughters. 

. 2P16 

CITY OF LOS ALTOS 
PLANNING 

0 
Sincerely. 

By: ---::;::::.--_· - - - ---

Address: 89 \ COv1\''0k·n Rt> 
Los ru.tos, Ct\, q40 j.Lf 



March 5. 2016 

To ·whom It May Concern: 

I wish to express my complete support for1hc c.lesign of the proposed new home for the 
McGregor family at 1014 Russell Avenue in Los Altos. 

Within our neighborhood, like much of Los Altos, there is a wide variety of architectural styles 

and home configurations . .For instance, in the near vicinity of 1014 Russell, lb.ere are several 
houses built with materials Sl1cb as stucco and stone, houses designed in varying styles such as 

Spanish aod Craftsma~ houses \villi heavy roof materials, and two-story hom~es with many 

windows on the second floors. 

A two-story French-country style home will complement the aesthetics of the neighborhood. 
The natural wood doors, the light colors of the stucc-0 and minimal stonework, and the richly 
sr.ained wood windo"v frames will blend into the "home-scape'~ and landscape. We also have no 

objections to a beautifttl slate roof. A well-designed home built with high-quality materials is a 

welcome addition. 

1 he roof elements lbaL separate the first and second floors ill various areas. around the house will 

nicely balance the new two-story home \Vith the existing 011c-story homes in the area. And, 
given those mid- level roof clements, the dormers in the second floor, and the fact that areas of 

1.hc house such as the garage and the covered back patio do noL bave second floors, we arc happy 
with the massing and proportions of lbe design. That is~ for a two-story home in our 

neighborhood the proposed house is not excessively bulky. 

I am pleased thaL lhe O\Vncrs and lhe architecL have limited the nalural lighting on the second 

floor or Lhe back of the home to a single transparent window. AJso, I am pleased that the owners 
wi U be keeping Lhe large oak tree in the back yard to maintain privacy. 

Lastly, as the landscaping on the proµerty has not been updated in decades, [am ex.cited that the 
trees and shmbbery will be almost completely refreshed. 

r support the construcLi.on of the proposed home wilh either the original fi19ade, plates, and eaves 

or the re\·i.sed design. As a long-time resident of the neighborhood, l welcome lhe McGregors 
and their two young daughters. 

0 ~~[~ff\§~ 0 
MAR I 4 2r 

CITY OF LOS ALTOS 
PLANNING 

Sincerely, 

~<-_{ ~/v /{J ,~ 
By: H~~~-~-'~--W~~~'·~,,_1'1. __ _Q:___ _ _ 

Address: ....... X,,_,l..._t _._l --'('-'v,__•..-_, ~-5.\-'-~~· 11,,___e_.J _ _ 

lu s A l lvs, L 11 



March 5, 2016 

To Whom [t May Concern: 

1 wi::;h to express my complete support for the design of the proposed new home for the 

McGregor fami ly at 1014 Russell Avenue in Los Altos. 

\Vithin our neighborhood, like much of Los AJtos. there is a wide variety of architectural styles 

and home configurations. for instance, in the near vicinity of l 014 RusscU, there are several 

houses built with materials such as stucco and stone, houses designed in varying styles such as 

Spanish and Craftsman, houses with heavy roof materials, and two-story houses with many 
windows on the second floors. 

A two-story Frcnch-couotry style home will complement the aesthetics of the neighbor11ood. 

The natural wood do()rs. the light colors of the stucco and minimal stonework~ and the richly 

stained wood window frames "'riH blend into the "home-scape'· and landscape. We a lso have no 

objections to a bcautifol slate roof. /\well-designed home built with high-quality materials is a 

welcome addition. 

The roof elements that separate the first and second :Ooors in various areas arow1d the house will 
nicely halancc the new two~story home with U1c existing one-story homes in lbe area And, 

given those mi<l-levcl roof clements, the dormers in the second floor, and the fact that areas of 

the house such as the garage and the covered back patio do 11ot have second floors, we are happy 

with the massing and proportions of the dc::;ign. That is, for a two-story home in our 
neighborhood, lhe proposed house is not excessively bulky. 

I am pleased that lhe owners and the architect have limited Lhe natural lighting on lbc second 

floor of the back of lhe home to a single transparent window. Also, l am pleased that the O\.vncrs 

\.Vi ii be keceping the large oak tree in the back yard to maintain pri vacy. 

Lastl y, as the landscaping on the property has not been updated in decade-S, ram excited that the 

trees and shrubbery will be almost completely refreshed. 

r support the construction of the proposed home v.~th either the original ra~ade, plates. aml eaves 

or the revised design. As a long-time resident of the neighborhood, I welcome the McGregors 

and their t\vo young daughters. 

CITY OF LOS ALTOS 
PLANNING 

Sincer~~ 

sy: Lti zyJ (!£tJc£ (;tot<-£ c (_ 
9:-..c / J Aiu-- ,J KJ? 

Address: C ( <- D 1 f O 

1._,o .S f\l I uS
1 1 
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March 5, 2016 

To Whom ll May Concern: 

1 -..vish to express my complete support for the design of the proposed new home for the 
McGregor family at 1014 Russell Avenue in Los Altos. 

Within our neighborhood~ like much of Los Allos, there is a wide variety of architeclurnl styles 

and home configurations. For instance,. in tbe near vicinity of 1014 Russell there arc several 
houses built with materials such as stucco and scone, hous'-'S designed in varying styles such as 

panish and Craftsman, houses with heavy roof materials, and two-story houses .. with many 

windows on the second floors. 

A two-story French-country style home i,vill complement the aesthetic..5 of the neighborhood. 

The natural wood doors, the light colors of the stucco and minimal stonework, and the rjchly 

stained wood ~1.ndow frames will blend inLo the "home-scape" and landscape. We also have no 

objections to a beautiful slate roof. A well-designed home built with high-quality malerials is a 
welcome addition. 

The roof elcmcnl<; that separate the first and second floors jn various areas around the house will 
nicely balance the new nvo-slory home vvith the existing one-story homes in the area. And, 

giveo those mid-level Toof elements, the dormers in the second floor, and the fact thal areas of 

the hou~e such as the garage and the covered back patio do not have second floors. 'We are happy 
,;vith the massing and proportions of the design. Thal is, for- a lwo~story home in our 

neighborhood, the proposed house is not excessively bulky. 

I am pleased that the owners anti the architect have limited the natural lighting on the second 

floor of the back of the home to a single transparent window. Also, ram pleased that the owners 

-..vill be keeping tlle large oak lree in the back y~rrd to maintain privacy. 

La-;Uy, as the landscaping an the property has not been updated in decades, I am excited tbal the 

trees and shrubbery will be almost completely refreshed. 

I support the construction of the proposed home with either Lhe original fo9adc, plates, and ea vcs 

or the revised design. As a long-lime resident of the neighborhood, I welcome the McGrcgors 

and their t\~.ro young dallghtcrs. 

D ~~lE~~b 0 
V4Af( I 4 2Plb 

CITY OF LOS ALTOS 
PLANNING 

Sincerely, 

By: 

Address: _/jJ Z .3 



March 7. 2016 

To Whom It May Concern: 

We wish to express our complete support for the design of Lbe proposed new home for the 
McGregor family at 1014 Russell Avenue in Los Altos. 

Within our neighborhood. Like much of Los Altos, there is a w1de variety of architectural styles 
and home configurations. For instance~ in the near viciniry of J 014 Russell, there are several 
houses built with materials such as stucco and stone. houses designed in varying styles such as 
Spanish and Craftsman and houses with heavy roof materials. We do not object to having a two­

story French-country style home in the neighborhood We have no objection to the derailing our 
new neighbors desire, including natural wood doors, light colored stucco and minimal 
tonework, stained wood window frames., and slate roof A well-designed home built ""ith htgh­

quality materials is a welcome addition to our neighborhood 

The roof elements that separate the first and second floors in various areas around the house 
appear to nicely balance the new two-story home with the existing one-story homes in the area 
Given those mid-level roof elements, the dormers in the second floor, and Lhe fact that areas of 
the house such as the garage and the covered back patio do not have second floors, we are happy 
with the massing and proportions of the design 

We are pleased that the owners and the architect have limiced the natural lighting on the second 
floor of the back of the home to a single transparent window. We al so appreciate that the mvners 
are keeping the large oak tree in the back yard in order to maintain privacy 

Lastly, a~ the landscaping on Lhe property has not been updated in decades, we are very pleased 
that the trees and shrubbery will be almost completely refreshed 

We support r.he construction of the proposed home with rbe revised design. As a long-time 
resident of the neighborhood, we welcome the McGregors and their £\.\.·o young daughrers 

CITY OF LOS ALTOS 
PLANNING 

Sincerely, 

~ Ct--i- f Wf, ~ 
By S h Grh-1 ;. /"t1ch t;e/ CiJioe/J5k;.1 ~ 

Address: 8'~ 6 Cov1/1d ro/I led us ~ 1-1-o.:5. 


