
 
 
 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA 
 
 

                                                                                                

The following is public comment received by the City Clerk’s Office.  Members of the 
public may bring to the Council's attention any item that is not on the agenda.  Please 
be advised that, according to State law, the City Council is unable to discuss or take 
action on issues presented during the Public Comment Period. 

 Individual contact information has been redacted for privacy.  







From: Ken Girdley
To: Public Comment
Subject: Public Comment - Not on the Agenda - 12-Foot Menorah At Veterans Community Plaza?
Date: Thursday, November 18, 2021 12:49:23 PM

Dear Mayor and Councilmembers,

I just noticed in this week's supplement to the Town Crier that the city has approved a
12-foot Menorah to be placed on government-owned property.  Who approved that
religious display on government land?  

Years ago Los Altos banned the mention of Christmas in all communications because
Christmas is a religious event celebrating the birth of Christ.  The Christmas Tree is
now the Holiday Tree.  My understanding is the city encourages their employees to
say "Happy Holidays" instead of, "Merry Christmas" to not offend non-Christians.  Am
I to understand that the City Of Los Altos bans just Christian religious displays?  If
one of our Christian churches approached the city to display a life-size Nativity Scene
would that display be approved?  Please don't consider that a rhetorical question.  I
would like an official answer.  If the answer is Yes, a Nativity Scene will be allowed, I
will contact all Christian churches in town suggesting they provide a display.

Don't get me wrong.  I don't believe "separation of church and state" means a total
ban of everything religious on government land. I'm not against the display of a
Menorah celebrating Hanukkah at the Veterans Community Plaza.   What I am
against is allowing the celebration of one religious event on government land while
banning even the mention of another religion's event.  If the city allows a Menorah, it
must also allow a Nativity Scene.  All religions must be treated equally.

Sincerely,

Ken Girdley
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