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ATTACHMENT D 

   10/30/17 

Los Altos Community Center 

Summary of Concepts presented at 10/18 Task Force Meeting 

 

Members of the Task Force, 

The following pages summarize the intent of design materials presented at the 10/18 Task 
Force meeting.   

This summary consists of a brief discussion of the Architectural design process, general 
thoughts on site planning and building design and discussion of design intentions for each of 
the Three Concepts presented at the 10/18 meeting. 

Best regards,  

James Gwise 
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Architectural Design Process 

The architectural design process for the Los Altos Community Center consists of three phases, 
Concept Design, Design Development and Construction Documents.   Throughout the process 
the design team is acquiring and integrating new information into the design.   

Concept Design, the current phase, is the phase that establishes the design intent of the 
project.   

During this phase, the design team in collaboration with the Task Force, determines space 
allocation, studies room adjacencies, building plan and site plan organization concepts (Street 
vs. Courtyard) and architectural character.    

This phase is about testing a variety of site and building plans, roof form and material ideas to 
find an integrated architectural design. 

This phase concludes with a concept design recommendation the City Council.  This concept 
design will be the guiding set of design principles for the following phases. 

Design Development Phase is dedicated to refinement of the selected concept design.  Plan 
dimensions are reviewed and confirmed, placement of the building on site is confirmed, 
architectural character and concepts are developed and refined by the architect. 

The architectural design plans will be developed to a level of detail consistent with private 
development proposals submitted to the City for design review approval process.  Material 
provided for review include 3D renderings and the installation of story poles. The project will 
also be subject to environmental review which includes an evaluation of any potential impacts 
(traffic, noise, trees, etc.) related to the new community center.  

This phase will include three public meetings: 

1. Complete Streets Commission: Makes a recommendation on the project’s circulation 
related elements (pedestrian, bicycle, vehicle). 

2. Planning Commission:  Makes a recommendation on the project’s overall design, which 
includes the environmental analysis, and compliance with the General Plan, Zoning 
Code and design review findings. 

3. City Council: Takes final action on the environmental review and project design.  
 

The architectural design plans would also be reviewed for how they align with the 
approved Concept Design.   

Construction Documents builds on the Design Development Phase and consists of the 
development and documentation of technical requirements for purpose of contractor bidding 
and construction.   
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Summary of Materials Presented at 10/18 Presentation 

Site Plan 

The site plans in each Concept have a similar approach to the site.  Of high importance is 
integrating the pedestrian connection between the Library, History Museum and the 
Community Center.   

The building Entry is placed at the north side of the site facing toward the Library and San 
Antonio Rd.  The entry Lobby in each concept is intended to be a strong visual  terminus of the 
pedestrian connection to the Library and Museum.  

Noisy activities are generally located away from adjacent residential development; where 
activities must occur adjacent to residences, consideration will be given to visual and acoustic 
barriers. 

Building Form and Character  

The concepts presented at the 10/18 Task Force meeting are initial studies of space 
adjacencies, plan organizing principles, and roof shapes.  Information learned at the 10/18 
meeting along with community input gathered via the community survey, will be incorporated 
into the next design iteration. 

It is important to note that roof form and plan organization can be considered, to a degree, 
independent of each other; i.e. the roof character of Concept B can be applied to Concept C or 
Concept A.  

Concept A - Courtyard Summary 

Lobby and Entry 
The lobby has two entries; the main entry faces San Antonio Rd.  (West Entrance), the second 
entry, faces south toward Hillview Ave. 
 
An entry plaza with the café links the main entry to a new pedestrian connection to the 
Library, History Museum and the existing ballfield. There would be a canopy or deep roof 
overhang or maybe a trellis that would shelter the front door and adjacent windows from 
exposure to sun and rain and provide covered outdoor seating for the café. 
 
Plan Concept 
Concept A floor plan is organized around a central courtyard with the lobby and interior 
hallways connecting Community Center rooms.  The Lobby is “L” shaped and connects west 
and south entrances.    
 
A hallway runs along the edge of the courtyard connecting the various rooms and activities.  
The hallway is intended to be porous with doors opening onto the courtyard. 
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Administration Offices 
The Administration Offices are placed immediately off the lobby and situated to allow a 
reception desk to observe both west and south entrances.   
 
Café and Meeting Rooms 
The Café and Meeting/study rooms are placed with intention to attract users from the Library 
and provide places for socializing, meetings and quiet study.  The café would consist of a small 
indoor space connected to an exterior seating area. 
 
Community Room Location 
The Community Room is placed directly on the courtyard which allows the community room to 
expand into the landscape.  Private functions can use parklike outdoor space to the east of the 
community room; public functions can expand into both courtyard and eastside. 
 
The kitchen is attached to the community room with a connecting door; a second door faces 
the Senior’s space across the main hall. 
 
Kinder Prep and Children’s Corner 
Kinder Prep and Children’s Corner are co-located to group similar activities and possibly share 
outdoor spaces.  The location takes advantage of close proximity to the parking lot for easy 
pick-up and drop-off; required outdoor play areas are intended to be placed at the east end of 
the building (towards Eleanore Ave.). 
 
Seniors   
Seniors are located at the north side of the building, creating opportunity for “exclusive” 
outdoor activity spaces dedicated to seniors at the north side of their space (shielded from the 
afternoon sun) and a connection across the hallway to the courtyard. 
 
Concept B - The Street 
 
Lobby and Entry 
The lobby has two entries; the main entry faces San Antonio Rd. (west entrance), the second 
entry faces south toward Hillview Ave. 
 
An entry plaza with the café links the main entry to a new pedestrian connection to the 
Library, History Museum and the existing ballfield. There would be a canopy or deep roof 
overhang or maybe a trellis that would shelter the front door and adjacent windows from 
exposure to the elements and provide covered outdoor seating for the café. 
 
Plan Concept 
Concept B floor plan is organized in an “L” shaped Lobby connecting west and south entrances.    
 
A central enclosed hallway (The Street) connects all the Community Center rooms and 
activities.  The hallway is intended to be porous with doors opening onto the courtyard. 
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Community center activities/uses are generally organized with similar activities in adjacent 
rooms. 
 
Administration Offices 
The Administration Offices are placed immediately off the lobby and situated to allow a 
reception desk to observe both west and south entrances.   
 
Café and Meeting Room  
The Café and Meeting/study rooms are placed with intention to attract users from the Library 
and provide places for socializing, meetings and quiet study.  The café would consist of a small 
indoor space connected to an exterior seating area. 
 
Community Room Location 
The Community Room is placed directly adjacent to the lobby with the intention of creating a 
strong and porous connection with the lobby and the adjacent landscape.   
 
The kitchen is attached to the community room with a connecting door; a second door faces 
the Senior’s space across the main hall. 
 
Kinder Prep and Children’s Corner 
Kinder Prep and Children’s Corner are co-located to group similar activities, shield neighbors 
from children’s activities and noise and share outdoor spaces.   
 
The location of Kinder Prep allows direct connection to the parking lot and development of a 
secondary entrance serving these uses.   Required play spaces could be shared and would be 
situated in the landscape directly adjacent and could be protected by a low wall or fence 
integrated with the landscape. 
 
Seniors   
Seniors are located at the north side of the building, creating opportunity for “exclusive” 
outdoor activity spaces dedicated to seniors at the north side of their space (shielded from the 
afternoon sun). 
 
Concept C – Open Courtyard 
 
Lobby and Entry 
The lobby has two entries; the main entry faces San Antonio Rd. (west entrance), the second 
entry faces south toward Hillview Ave. 
 
An entry plaza with the café links the main entry to a new pedestrian connection to the 
Library, History Museum and the existing ballfield. There would be a canopy or deep roof 
overhang or maybe a trellis that would shelter the front door and adjacent windows from 
exposure to the elements and provide covered outdoor seating for the café. 
 
Plan Concept: 
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Concept C floor plan consists of a pair of building wings organized around a central outdoor 
space.  A pair of outdoor covered walkways connects all rooms and activities to the main 
lobby.  The southern wing of the building is positioned to enlarge the courtyard space.  
 
Administration Offices 
The Administration Offices are placed immediately off the lobby and situated to allow a 
reception desk to observe the entry.    
 
Café and Meeting Rooms 
The Café and Meeting/study rooms are placed with intention to attract users from the Library 
and provide places for socializing, meetings and quiet study.  The café would consist of a small 
indoor space connected to an exterior seating area. 
 
Community Room Location 
The Community Room is placed at the terminus of an outdoor walkway and opens both to the 
landscape on three sides.  
 
The kitchen is attached directly to the community room with a connecting door, 
 
Kinder Prep and Children’s Corner 
Kinder Prep and Children’s Corner are placed in the southern wing and co-located to group 
similar activities and share outdoor play space.  The placement of Kinder Prep and Children’s 
Corner shields neighbors from children’s activities and noise, offering direct access to the 
parking lot for pickup and drop off.  (The parking lot can be configured for pick-up and drop-
off) 
 
Seniors   
Seniors are located at the north side of the building, creating opportunity for” outdoor activity 
spaces at the north side of the building (shielded from the afternoon sun).  The kitchen is 
directly connected to the senior space. 
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CONCEPT C – open courtyard
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