
From: iris Avidan
To: Public Comment
Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT–AGENDA ITEM # 7 - January 11, 2022
Date: Tuesday, January 4, 2022 9:48:33 AM

Honorable City Council:

I strongly support the off-leash program at Hillview. My dog attended the park daily, she was 
happier and more relaxed. I enjoyed talking to other dog owners and exchanging tips and info. 
A large dog park is crucial, the one at the baseball field was too crowded. Appreciate the city's 
effort to open a new one.

Thanks,

Iris Avidan

Resident of north Los Altos.



From: seth strichartz
To: Public Comment
Subject: public comment agenda item 7 meeting on jan 11 2022
Date: Tuesday, January 4, 2022 9:55:25 AM

I put forth my strong support for the off leash dog program at Hillview.
Sincerely,
seth strichartz
100 sioux Lane
Los Altos



From: Brent Rolland
To: Public Comment
Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT–AGENDA ITEM # 7 - January 11, 2022
Date: Tuesday, January 4, 2022 10:00:09 AM

Honorable City Council:

I strongly support the off-leash program at Hillview. Like many families during the pandemic 
"lock down", we rescued a puppy from a foster organization. The ability to socialize that 
puppy was crucial to ensuring that we have a well-adjusted, friendly, adult dog - one that 
doesn't bark, growl, misbehave, or otherwise frighten people we meet on the streets walking in 
town.

A year and a half later - he's still got a lot of puppy energy in him - and we need the ability to 
let him run and play with other dogs to help burn off that energy.

I don't think that anyone is asking for acres of protected space - just a space where the dogs 
can play, chase a ball, and interact with other humans. The proposed space near Hillview park 
would certainly satisfy that requirement (and should be sufficiently far from neighbors so as 
not to annoy them with people and pets having fun).

Sincerely,

Brent Rolland

Resident of Los Altos



From: James Sweeney
To: Public Comment
Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT–AGENDA ITEM # 7 - January 11, 2022
Date: Tuesday, January 4, 2022 10:25:22 AM

 
Hello Council members,
 
   You now have a chance to finally provide a permanent, sanctioned location for off lease dog play.
Dog park advocates recently met with the city manager and other officials to view the suggested
location for an permanent off lease dog park in the new grass area that replaced a portion of the old
parking lot behind the backstop at the Community Center end of the Hillview Soccer field. The city
manager and others there were very positive about the advantages of this location.
    It is already partially fenced and additional fencing to enclose the whole grass area would not be
too expensive or disruptive to any other activities. This grass area did not exist prior to the
construction of the new community center so a dog park would not interfere with any previous use.
Parking, water, and bathrooms are close and the area is not adjacent to any homes.
     The city has been attempting to address a location for over a decade for a sanctioned dog park.
Those of us who enjoy socializing with other dog owners and letting our dogs socialize with fellow
canines feel it is time to at least authorize this area as a permanent dog park. There should be open
hours for dog play, which would spread out use and prevent too many dogs at one time using the
space. The previous hours both resulted in lots of dogs playing in restricted hours, and were also not
geared to the times most dog owners prefer taking their dogs out, which would be in the later
morning when the grass is not so wet and afternoons before the sun sets and it is too dark to
properly supervise the dogs, not to mention the problem of mosquitos coming out at dusk.
    It is time to finally do what other cities have already done and establish a dog park in Los Altos.
The Hillview area behind the backstop of the soccer field seems the best place at this time to finally
at least partially resolve this issue. While other locations are a good idea for other neighborhoods
you will certainly get some negative feedback that will have to be dealt with, as you well know. This
location seems the best current option to at least partially address the needs of Los Altos’ many dog
owners. Delaying a decision on this very viable option would be unfortunate. Act now so a new dog
park can be established as soon as possible.
James L. Sweeney (and Cooper the Maltipoo)
50 Cielito Dr.
Los Altos, Ca 94022
 





From: Chris Couhault
To: Public Comment
Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT–AGENDA ITEM # 7 - January 11, 2022
Date: Tuesday, January 4, 2022 10:43:17 AM

The dog park has been improving the mental health of people and their pets. Please keep this dog
park open for the continued improvement of Los Altos and it’s inhabitant. Thank you!

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Hillview Dog Park Preservation Society <dogparkpreservationsociety@gmail.com>
Date: Mon, Oct 25, 2021 at 7:35 PM
Subject: Urgent, please read
To: The Los Altos Off-Leash Dog Park Preservation Society <the-los-altos-off-leash-dog-park-
preservation-society@googlegroups.com>

Reply "unsubscribe" if desired

Dear Hillview Off-Leash Park Supporter:
 
Our Parks and Recreation Commission recommended that the off-leash program be terminated. The City
Council will now decide the fate of this program at its meeting tomorrow,  Tuesday, October 26 at 7 p m.
 
Please attend to voice your support. Here are the instructions:
https://www.losaltosca.gov/sites/default/files/fileattachments/city_council/meeting/57541/10.26.2021_agenda.pdf
 
To submit written comments, email: PublicComment@losaltosca.gov
Use the subject line: PUBLIC COMMENT AGENDA ITEM 5 - Tuesday, October 26th.

Sincerely,
Bette Houtchens
Steering Committee Member
The Hillview Dog Park Preservation Society 

-- 
You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "The Los Altos Off-
Leash Dog Park Preservation Society" group.
To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to the-los-altos-
off-leash-dog-park-preservation-society+unsubscribe@googlegroups.com.
To view this discussion on the web visit https://groups.google.com/d/msgid/the-los-altos-off-
leash-dog-park-preservation-society/023a843d-7a06-4e50-ae02-
87c7f1bbecdcn%40googlegroups.com.
For more options, visit https://groups.google.com/d/optout.



From: Brian Theodore
To: Public Comment
Subject: Voicing my support for a dog off-leash park next to Hillview soccer field
Date: Tuesday, January 4, 2022 11:18:16 AM

Hello,

I have a dog and would love there to be an off-leash area in Los Altos for dogs to run and
socialize, as well as dog owners.

With so many new dog (and pet) owners during COVID and WFH trends over the past couple
of years, the need now is greater than it ever has been.

I am highly supportive of the alternative recommendation of next to the Hillview soccer field,
and wanted to voice my support.

Regards,

Brian Theodore
852 University Ave, Los Altos, CA 94024



From: VELAYUTHAN COIMBATORE
To: Public Comment
Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT–AGENDA ITEM # 7 - January 11, 2022
Date: Tuesday, January 4, 2022 11:20:42 AM

Honorable City Council:

I strongly support the off-leash program at Hillview. This program is important to me 
because I stongly believe that our Pets need a safe & secure place to be able to be 
off leash within this community..That goes a long way for the health & wellbeing of our 
Pets.
Sincerely,

Br 

Velayuthan Coimbatore
Los Altos



From: Todd Parmacek
To: Public Comment
Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT–AGENDA ITEM # 7 - January 11, 2022
Date: Tuesday, January 4, 2022 11:45:58 AM

Honorable City Council:

I strongly support the off-leash program at Hillview. [If you can, add a personal sentence like “This
program is important to me because…” or “I feel we need this program because…”]

Sincerely,

Todd Parmacek

Resident of Los Altos



From:
To: Public Comment
Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT-AGENDA ITEM # 7 - January 11, 2022
Date: Tuesday, January 4, 2022 12:38:54 PM

Honorable City Council:

I strongly support the off-leash program at Hillview. This program is important to me because
it helps us connect to other residents and builds community.

Sincerely,

Sheena Vaidyanathan

Resident of Los Altos Hills

 



From: John Deegan
To: Public Comment
Subject: Please Save Our Hillview Off-leash Dog Park
Date: Tuesday, January 4, 2022 1:24:08 PM

Honorable City Council Member,

I am emailing you to strongly request that you approve Hillview as an off-leash dog park. This
location has been extremely important in local dog-owners ability to both have their dogs
engage with local fellow dogs, as well as the owners themselves have a place to engage with
each other. In the age of COVID isolation, this has been a very valuable and treasured
opportunity. From my understanding, the owners and their dogs are local in the neighborhood
in Los Altos. Everyone together is very respectful of the park, the baseball diamond, and local
residents. I do not see how any of the neighboring homes could have any noise complaint or
of a dog entering their property line. The ability for neighbors to come and socialize with their
dogs in the morning and/or evening is one of the wonderful aspects of living in a community
like Los Altos. Please do not take this away.

Respectfully,
John Deegan.



From: Phyllis Grame
To: Public Comment
Subject: Hillview dog park
Date: Tuesday, January 4, 2022 1:57:26 PM

I live in Los Altos and support this legal off-leash program.

Phyllis Grame



From: Mia Carlsson
To: Public Comment
Subject: Public comment - Agenda Item #7 - January 11, 2022. Yes, off-leash program
Date: Tuesday, January 4, 2022 2:45:57 PM

Honorable City Council, 
I strongly believe in and support the off-leash program at Hillview, Los Altos. 
It is my belief that the pet friendly town of Los Altos are in great need of a safe
place for our dogs. We all know that there is a huge percentage of the households
with one or multiple dogs. All dogs need to be exercised and socialized in some
form. And for sure some dogs prefer not to do the social bit at all or are in training
but most do.
I would like to thank you for running the off-leash pilot at Hillview baseball field. I
among many have had great experiences from this period. Us dog owners and our
dogs have gained tremendously on this. We now know many of our neighbors and
we know that we can rely on our dog friends if needed. We build a stronger
community that we are proud to belong to.My dog gained friends and social skills
and miss her friends dearly. Walking is really not doing much for their social skills
or energy level. 
I sincerely hope that years of debating about a potential off-leash area can
finally lead to it happening. What an amazing gift to our Los Altos citizens that
would be!
Kind regards,
Mia CarlssonResident of Los Altos



From: Dave Orr
To: Public Comment
Subject: Re: public comment on agenda item #7, dog parks (Jan 11)
Date: Tuesday, January 4, 2022 3:08:58 PM

Sorry for the early send. 

3. Centralizing a dog park will help with maintenance and impact because it'll be more clear
what to manage the park for.

For what it's worth, I think that Rosita is the best option for North Los Altos, due to the size,
centrality, and popularity of it with dogs now. Any park is much better than no park, of course.
:)

On Tue, Jan 4, 2022 at 3:06 PM Dave Orr <d > wrote:
Thanks for considering adding an off-leash dog park to Los Altos. 

I support the idea for several reasons:

1. There is clear strong demand for an off-leash area. Dogs are currently let off leash in
various parks because they need to run and there's no good alternative. With dedicated areas,
dogs and dog owners will be happier, and other parks will be much more empty of off-leash
dogs.

2. There are a lot of dogs in Los Altos! It's good to serve a large and friendly portion of the
public.

3. 



From: Tavie Armfield
To: Public Comment
Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT-AGEND ITEM #7 - January 11, 2022
Date: Tuesday, January 4, 2022 3:51:29 PM

Honorable City Council:
I strongly support the off-leash program at Hillview. I have enjoyed using the temporary field
at Hillview this last year. It’s a great way to meet other dog owners and healthy for the dogs.
The Hillview area is a great location since it is so close to downtown. I usually walk on to
town for coffee and to meet friends and other dog owners.
Sincerely,
Tavie Armfield
Resident of Los Altos
 
Tavie Armfield
Consulting CFO

 



From: Bette Houtchens
To: Public Comment
Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT–AGENDA ITEM # 7 - January 11, 2022
Date: Tuesday, January 4, 2022 5:05:50 PM

Bcc: City Council, City Staff, and several Los Altos Off-leash supporters

Honorable City Council,

Please find below a personal testimony from my email, rather than the HDPPS address:

I found my way to Hillview Off-leash in early March 2021, after my 11-month-old puppy
followed 5 or 6 other puppies from the high school field onto Jardin Avenue - quite possibly
chasing a squirrel. We dog owners scrambled to collect our respective puppies as best we
could and went our separate ways. Luckily the City was at the height of Covid 19 work-from-
home protocols, so traffic was sparse, but it was scary. I invested heavily in emergency-recall
training with a whistle, but as soon as I heard off-leash dog owners were convening Hillview,
a short drive for me, I brought my puppy there. The baseball field was fully-fenced on three
sides due to the then ongoing community center rebuild, and I was able to keep my puppy
away from the exterior pathway. I was relieved and thrilled.

I'm encouraged that Council instructed Staff to find alternatives for permanent off-leash
programming. Off-leash activity is a basic need for our dogs - and truly a saving grace for off-
leash dog owners!

We now have what's probably a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to design, develop, implement,
and maintain a permanent, safe, legal, fully-fenced, responsible, well-maintained, and well-
managed off-leash program. The “soccer-field-east” parklet identified by City Staff isn’t
adjacent to any resident homes. There’s a strong community of nearby off-leash dog owners
eager to partner with City Staff to ensure the learnings from the pilot are incorporated into the
permanent design. 

Let's take this amazing opportunity, and make it great!!

Thank you,

Bette Houtchens
Resident, Los Altos



From: Casey Richardson
To: Public Comment
Subject: FW: Regular City Council Meeting - January 11, 2022 - Items of Interest
Date: Tuesday, January 4, 2022 5:32:17 PM

Good evening, Council Members –
 
Below is a forwarded comment from a member of the public, following the notice that we sent
about the upcoming (1/11/22) Council meeting. 
 

_____________________________
 
Casey Jensen-Richardson 
Pronouns: she/her/hers
 
Office Assistant II  |  Recreation & Community Services
Administrative Support  |  Parks & Recreation Commission
(650) 947-2726
E: crichardson@losaltosca.gov
 

From: Harry Guy  
Sent: Tuesday, January 4, 2022 9:17 AM
To: Casey Richardson <crichardson@losaltosca.gov>
Subject: Re: Regular City Council Meeting - January 11, 2022 - Items of Interest
 
Hi Casey,
Just wanted to thank you for sending this email and info. I saw the item on the Council agenda and
did a quick read of it. I appreciate the level of effort that Staff, Commissioners and Council have been
going through to try to find some solutions that affected groups can accept. No easy task to say the
least.
Best wishes,
Harry

On Jan 4, 2022, at 12:04 PM, Casey Richardson <crichardson@losaltosca.gov> wrote:
Happy New Year!

 Please see Council Meeting announcement for Tuesday, January 11 at 7pm, below,
including the following item you have expressed interest in:
 
Item 7. Establishment of Permanent Dog Parks (4 MB)
 



Please let me know if you have any questions.
 
Sincerely,
 

_____________________________
 
Casey Jensen-Richardson 
Pronouns: she/her/hers
 
Office Assistant II  |  Recreation & Community Services
Administrative Support  |  Parks & Recreation Commission
(650) 947-2726
E: crichardson@losaltosca.gov
 
 
 

From: City of Los Altos California <info@losaltosca.gov> 
Sent: Monday, January 3, 2022 4:40 PM
To: Donna Legge <dlegge@losaltosca.gov>
Subject: Regular City Council Meeting
 

The agenda and meeting materials for the January 11, 2022, Regular City Council
meeting are now available.  Members of the Public may join and participate in the
Council meeting at https://webinar.ringcentral.com/j/1494194672

TO PARTICIPATE VIA THE LINK ABOVE - Members of the public will need to have
a working microphone on their device and must have the latest version of
Ringcentral available at this link http://www.ringcentral.com/download.html.  To
request to speak please use the “Raise hand” feature located at the bottom of the
screen. 

Please see additional participation instructions printed at the top of the agenda.

Public testimony will be taken at the direction of the Mayor
Members of the public may only comment 1 time per agenda item, during times
allotted for public comments. 
Once called to speak, please clearly state your name and place of residence. 
(Providing this information is optional)



Thank you.

Andrea M. Chelemengos, MMC

City Clerk

Regular City Council Meeting
Calendar Date:
Tuesday, January 11, 2022 - 7:00pm

 

Per the City of Los Altos Open Government Policy, Regular City Council Meeting
Agendas will be available eight (8) days in advance of the meeting.

Meeting Information
Agenda:
AGENDA (296 KB)
Audio/Video:
Video Link: 
MEETING LINK

Supporting Documents
Item 1. Draft Minutes 12.14.2021 (330 KB)
Item 2. Professional Services Agreement Amendment: No. 2 with Alta Planning +
Design for Complete Streets Master Plan (461 KB)
Item 3. Professional Services Agreement Amendment: No. 1 with Bellecci and
Associates, Inc (300 KB)
Item 4. Los Altos Summer Internship Program (308 KB)
Item 5. Extension of Local Emergency (324 KB)
Item 6. Rental Fee Waiver Request by the Los Altos Town Crier (1 MB)
Item 7. Establishment of Permanent Dog Parks (4 MB)
INFORMATIONAL ITEM ONLY - Tentative Council Calendar (01.03.2022) (245 KB)
Complete Packet (01.03.2022) (5 MB)

Unsubscribe



From: Casey Richardson
To: Public Comment
Subject: FW: Regular City Council Meeting - January 11, 2022 - Items of Interest
Date: Tuesday, January 4, 2022 5:33:25 PM

Good evening, Council Members –
 
Below is a forwarded comment from a member of the public, following the notice that we sent
about the upcoming (1/11/22) Council meeting.
 

_____________________________
 
Casey Jensen-Richardson 
Pronouns: she/her/hers
 
Office Assistant II  |  Recreation & Community Services
Administrative Support  |  Parks & Recreation Commission
(650) 947-2726
E: crichardson@losaltosca.gov
 

From: Panangattur Venkatachalam <  
Sent: Tuesday, January 4, 2022 2:21 PM
To: Casey Richardson <crichardson@losaltosca.gov>
Subject: Re: Regular City Council Meeting - January 11, 2022 - Items of Interest
 
Hello Casey: People have died of Lime disease. It is caused by Dog Urine. Owners do not
know where and when the animal will pass urine.
P.N.Venkatachalam Unit 2206
 
On Tuesday, January 4, 2022, 09:04:46 AM PST, Casey Richardson <crichardson@losaltosca.gov>
wrote:
 
 

Happy New Year!

 

Please see Council Meeting announcement for Tuesday, January 11 at 7pm, below, including the
following item you have expressed interest in:

 

Item 7. Establishment of Permanent Dog Parks (4 MB)

 



Please let me know if you have any questions.

 

Sincerely,

 

_____________________________

 

Casey Jensen-Richardson 

Pronouns: she/her/hers

 

Office Assistant II  |  Recreation & Community Services

Administrative Support  |  Parks & Recreation Commission

(650) 947-2726

E: crichardson@losaltosca.gov

 

 

 

From: City of Los Altos California <info@losaltosca.gov> 
Sent: Monday, January 3, 2022 4:40 PM
To: Donna Legge <dlegge@losaltosca.gov>
Subject: Regular City Council Meeting

 

The agenda and meeting materials for the January 11, 2022, Regular City Council meeting are
now available.  Members of the Public may join and participate in the Council meeting at
https://webinar.ringcentral.com/j/1494194672

TO PARTICIPATE VIA THE LINK ABOVE - Members of the public will need to have a working
microphone on their device and must have the latest version of Ringcentral available at this link
http://www.ringcentral.com/download.html.  To request to speak please use the “Raise hand”
feature located at the bottom of the screen. 
Please see additional participation instructions printed at the top of the agenda.



Public testimony will be taken at the direction of the Mayor
Members of the public may only comment 1 time per agenda item, during times allotted for public
comments. 
Once called to speak, please clearly state your name and place of residence.  (Providing this
information is optional)
Thank you.
Andrea M. Chelemengos, MMC
City Clerk

Regular City Council Meeting
Calendar Date:

Tuesday, January 11, 2022 - 7:00pm

 

Per the City of Los Altos Open Government Policy, Regular City Council Meeting Agendas will
be available eight (8) days in advance of the meeting.

Meeting Information
Agenda:

AGENDA (296 KB)

Audio/Video:

Video Link: 

MEETING LINK

Supporting Documents

Item 1. Draft Minutes 12.14.2021 (330 KB)

Item 2. Professional Services Agreement Amendment: No. 2 with Alta Planning + Design for
Complete Streets Master Plan (461 KB)

Item 3. Professional Services Agreement Amendment: No. 1 with Bellecci and Associates, Inc
(300 KB)

Item 4. Los Altos Summer Internship Program (308 KB)

Item 5. Extension of Local Emergency (324 KB)

Item 6. Rental Fee Waiver Request by the Los Altos Town Crier (1 MB)

Item 7. Establishment of Permanent Dog Parks (4 MB)



From: Hillview Dog Park Preservation Society
To: Public Comment
Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT AGENDA ITEM #7 - Tuesday January 11th
Date: Tuesday, January 4, 2022 5:44:16 PM
Attachments: HDPPS Petition.pdf

item 2 - attachment d - correspondence packet to 3pm 10.08.2021 signatures.pdf
Hillview Dog Park Supporters (Responses) Merge 2 (redacted).PDF

Bcc: City Council, City Staff, and several Los Altan off-leash supporters

Honorable City Council,

Please find the following attachments - resending from the October 26th Council meeting
packet:

1. A PDF showing the text and items on the HDPPS petition
2. A PDF with 304 Los Altos signatures and a scatter plot showing the majority live near

the Hillview Civic Center
3. A PDF of 35 additional Los Altos signatures
4. An additional 3 Los Altos names, collected after the above were forwarded: 

Heather Kattner, Lyell Street
Erika Tang, Distel Drive
Daniel Morris, Distel Dr

This gives us a current total of 342 Los Altan signatures. We are a community of highly-
responsible, community-oriented people. Given the recent surge of the Omicron virus,
however, many are stressed taking care of their families and workplaces and may find it too
challenging to also participate at the upcoming council meeting. With respect, I want to make
sure they are represented at least by name.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Sincerely,
Bette Houtchens
Steering Committee Member
The Hillview Dog Park Preservation Society



































From: Mia Carlsson
To: Public Comment
Subject: Public comment - Agenda Item #7 - January 11, 2022. Yes, off-leash program
Date: Tuesday, January 4, 2022 5:50:01 PM

Honorable City Council,

I would like to thank you for running the off-leash pilot at Hillview baseball field. 

I among many have had great experiences from this period. Us dog owners and our dogs have
gained tremendously on this. We now know many of our neighbors and we know that we can
rely on our dog friends if needed. 
We build a stronger community that we are proud to belong to. My dog gained friends and
social skills and misses her friends dearly. Walking is really not doing much for their social
skills or energy level. 

It is my belief that the pet friendly town of Los Altos is in great need of a safe place for our
dogs. We all know that there is a huge percentage of households with one or multiple dogs.
All dogs need to be exercised and socialized in some form. And for sure some dogs prefer not
to do the social bit at all or are in training but most do.

I sincerely hope that years of debating about a potential off-leash area can finally lead to it
happening. What an amazing gift to our Los Altos citizens that would be!

Kind regards,
Mia Carlsson
Resident of Los Altos

Ps. I did send this email previously but something happened to the format so I hope this comes
through in a better shape.



From: Joyce Chou
To: Public Comment
Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT - AGENDA ITEM #7 - January 11, 2022
Date: Wednesday, January 5, 2022 3:09:10 AM

Honorable City Council,

I strongly support the off-leash program at Hillview.  We need an off-leash dog park at
Hillview.  Having a pilot program there in 2021 created a vibrant community of dog owners
throughout Los Altos.  An off-leash area provides a place for dogs to socialize with other
pups and humans, thereby instilling the behavior of good canine citizens. It also
brings together people from different ages (spanning newborn to retiree), different
backgrounds, and cultures from all over Los Altos.  Newcomers are embraced by
this welcoming community.  

Two months have passed since the pilot program ended.  Both my pup and I have sorely
missed the off-leash park.  He misses romping with his friends and I miss connecting with my
dog park friends.  We had previously gone 4 mornings a week and my high school daughter
brought him there 3 to 4 evenings a week.  Please establish the off-leash program at Hillview.
 We long to return to the place where everyone knows our names.

Respectfully,
Joyce Chou
Resident of Los Altos



From: Wendy
To: Public Comment
Subject: Re: Off-leash park
Date: Wednesday, January 5, 2022 11:14:42 AM

City Council,

I support the off-leash program at Hillview.
I feel we need an off-leash area not only for our dogs but for our community.  I have met so many neighbors and
friends at Hillview and the same for my dog.  It’s a big assets for our community.

Thank you,  Wendy Brugman
                         Steve Brugman
                          Kelly Brugman

Sent from my iPhone



From: June Yip
To: Public Comment
Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT–AGENDA ITEM # 7 - January 11, 2022
Date: Wednesday, January 5, 2022 1:39:42 PM

Honorable City Council:

I strongly support the off-leash program at Hillview, or an alternate off-leash area(s) in Los Altos. About 
40% of Los Altos residents own dogs. It is important to provide the residents with areas where they can 
let their dogs socialize, play, and be free. Los Altos is the only city amongst our neighboring cities that do 
not have dog parks. And I find that ridiculous. The city is not serving the population. Sadly, I didn't not 
know this when I moved here more than 20 years ago, because I was not a dog owner then. Now that I 
am a dog owner, I appreciate dog parks where they can play freely, and meeting people in the 
neighborhood whom I would not have had the chance to meet. It is a community building place, more so 
than you'd ever imagine. I would like to see my tax dollars go toward serving this community. Please 
make this happen.

Sincerely,

June Yip

Resident of Los Altos since 2001.



From: Vivien D"Andrea
To: Public Comment
Subject: Dog park at Hillview
Date: Wednesday, January 5, 2022 2:41:45 PM

Hello

I am in enthusiastic support of a dog park at Hillview.  I hear there may be a better section of the park to not annoy
neighbors which is a good idea.  But we need a park in North Los Altos for our furry friends!
It also is a great community builder.

Vivien D'Andrea



From: Peggy Kalb
To: Public Comment
Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT–AGENDA ITEM # 7 - January 11, 2022”
Date: Wednesday, January 5, 2022 3:21:27 PM

Honorable City Council:

I offer my complete support for maintaining an off-leash dog park.  Every city in the area has
one except for the city of Los Altos. Why should that be!  A dog park, as demonstrated during
the trial period last year proved beneficial not only to our neighborhood pets, but also to the
citizens who participated.  Especially during the pandemic,  our community  benefited from its
existence when family  members came to spend extended periods of time as caretakers, of
elderly parents, necessitating that they bring their pets with them. It was a comforting way for
these folks to connect with their dogs at the park!  
The park is beneficial to much more than just dogs and their owners! 

Sincerely,
Peggy K.
Resident, city of Los Altos



From: Jennifer Jacobsen
To: Public Comment
Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT–AGENDA ITEM # 7 - January 11, 2022
Date: Wednesday, January 5, 2022 4:12:07 PM

Honorable City Council:

I strongly support the off-leash program at Hillview.  We feel strongly that a dog park at Hillview is
a great central location that is safe for dogs and with minimal impact and we loved having this
option during the trial period, which was well attended and all the dog owners were extremely
respectful of neighbors and the space!

Sincerely,

Jennifer Jacobsen

Resident of Los Altos







From: Ted Kokernak
To: Public Comment
Cc: Jonathan Weinberg
Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT–AGENDA ITEM # 7 - January 11, 2022
Date: Wednesday, January 5, 2022 9:34:34 PM

We are all thankful to the city for running the pilot Dog Park Program and we were all 
impressed how quickly and efficiently the temporary fence was erected at the end of 
the pilot program to secure the Hillview site.  This temporary fence showed that a 
fence can be erected quickly with minimal effort and cost for the next Dog Park to 
safeguard both, the public, dog owners and the dogs both inside and outside the 
park.

It should be natural for a wealthy town like this to include all groups into their city 
plans. Many Los Altos households have dogs and I recently read that the percentage 
is now believed to be in the 45% range, which is a large constituency that has an 
unmet need for a permanent Dog Park.  

Dogs brought people together at the Hillview Field Dog Park pilot program, affording 
residents the opportunity to actually meet in small groups as their dogs play 
together.  These meetings served to strengthen neighborhood bonds.  Residents 
who live in the area tell me that they have actually met their neighbors and that their 
neighborhood has become much closer with a more congenial spirit. People are 
more sharing, caring now that they have gotten to know their neighbors this way.

Some residents shared that they felt isolated and lonely before the project started 
and it is easy to understand these feelings of isolation due to Covid for the last year 
and now the Omnicron variant wave of infections.  The park was an opportunity for 
people from different backgrounds, religion, age, cultural diversity and so on to meet 
and help to eliminate boundaries. Dogs are an asset: as people exercise their pets by 
walking, running, throwing balls & frisbees and playing tug of war so residents are 
healthier.

Helps us socialize the dogs to be happier, friendlier & safer dogs.  Safety is 
important for everyone, people passing by, dog owners and dogs, so we need a 
fence along the pathway to secure the area and increase the safety of all concerned.

I strongly support transitioning the Off-Leash Pilot Program at Hillview or the Soccer 
Fields to a permanent dog park in the downtown area to keep this available to Los 



Altos residents and their dogs.  I really appreciate the thoughtful, consistent support 
of council members and will do everything we can to support good leaders in the 
future as we look forward to making Los Altos a better place to live with a permanent 
Dog Park in the downtown area.

Sincerely,
Theodore Kokernak
15 North El Monte Avenue
Los Altos, CA 94022

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This communication with its contents may contain confidential and/or legally privileged information. It is solely for
the use of the intended recipient(s). Unauthorized interception, review, use or disclosure is prohibited and may violate applicable laws including the
Electronic Communications Privacy Act. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender and destroy all copies of the communication.



From: Deborah Getz
To: Public Comment
Subject: Public Comment - Agenda Item #7, January 11, 2022
Date: Wednesday, January 5, 2022 10:26:03 PM

To Whom It May Concern,

I am writing this email in support of the off-leash dog program in Los Altos. My dog Cali and I would love to have a
safe place to go nearby where she can get her exercise, socialize and be outside in the beautiful California weather! I
also love the idea of a designated space for my own social reasons - it builds community while getting a chance to
meet other dog owners and get to know my neighbors.  I hope that the council decides to implement this program
soon!

Kind regards,
Deborah




