
From: Frank Martin
To: City Council; Public Comment; Frank Martin
Subject: MY PUBLIC COMMENTS - ITEM 5
Date: Wednesday, October 27, 2021 9:35:15 AM
Attachments: PUBLIC COMMENT - ITEM 5.docx

City Council and Staff,

I have corrected my previous public comments only to indicate that it is item 5 and not item 3.

I do not know what you decided because I signed off - past my usual bed time hours.

Limiting my time to 1 1/2 minutes does not give justice to what I wanted to say. So I hope
your read my comments and listened to Hilliview dog owners.

What dog owners deserve is off-leash hours at most parks - including Grant Park. What we do
not need is another pilot program or more data. We know what to do to make this work just
like many other towns around us.

So I hope you had the courage to ignore the backlash from non-dog owners and take action to
allow off-leash hours at most parks - especially in my case Grant Park.

I am available if you want any help to allow off-leash hours at Grant Park.

Regards,
Frank Martin



October 27, 2021 

City Council Meeting October 26th - Item 5 Public Comments 

Dear City Council and staff: 

PARC and council have both failed dog owners once again. Tuesday, is another chance to undo the 
damage and do what is fair and needed for better use of our open park shared spaces. 

What owners want and deserve is to have off-leash hours at most if not all neighborhood parks in order 
to make friends and have healthy pets. Is asking for a few hours a day to share open space too much? 

I sent a much shorter version of this letter to the Town Crier about “The Failure of PARC” but not sure if 
it will get published because the power structure that runs Los Altos also controls this newspaper. 

I hope you carefully review what I have to say and take action to fix the mess now on your watch. Here 
are the sad facts: 

1. After more than 13 years, parks and recreation commissioners [PARC] mainly discovered that 
dogs bark and a few will dig holes and voted 4-2 to start over.  Can you imagine that? 

2. A group of South Los Altos dog owners were very active in support of PARC and willing to accept 
anything – so we wound up with the Hillview Little League site because it was better than 
nothing but did nothing for us. Equally important, past actions over the years by staff and other 
councils led PARC to making this poor choice. 

3. While PARC dithered for yet another year the South Los Altos dog owners lost interest either 
because the site is too far away, dogs passed, or owners moved. Meanwhile, Cupertino finished 
their pilot program and made this location an off-leash hour dog park! I expect Cupertino will 
add more in the future like Mountain View already has. 

4. PARC ignored a new group of over 300 North Los Altos dog owners that wanted to work with 
the Little League and nearby Hillview venues to solve the identified problems [after choosing the 
worst place for a pilot program and too far away from most residents to use]. 

5. PARC ignored repeated public requests to add perimeter fences at most of our parks for the 
safety of kids and dogs. Commissioners also ignored pleas for fencing around playgrounds to 
keep dogs away from kids or passing waste like other towns do. 

6. PARC ignored their most effective commissioner when he asked for pilot program enforcement, 
100% oversight, and immediate response if issues occurred. 

7. PARC learned that PARC neighbors will strongly oppose off-leash hours at “their park” no matter 
where the location may be. This is not unique to Los Altos. For example, Los Gatos has but one 
park with tennis courts. When they easily added colored lines to create 4 pickle ball courts at 



one tennis court residents flocked to this park to play pickle ball. The neighbors complained 
about more parked cars so they did not add more pickle ball courts despite the need to do so. 

8. Pilot programs are useful to find out what works and what does not. But, we now have all the 
facts and there is no need for another pilot program or more data because we should now know 
how to implement off-leash hours in most of our parks. We are not going to learn anything more 
by collecting more data or starting another pilot program. 

9. The majority on this council “essentially fired a highly effective PARC commissioner this year 
whom was about to become the 2021 chair person. Their votes were based slander told by one 
of them that afterward the accuser admitted was a lie. But, now their hand-picked replacement 
cast the deciding vote to end the pilot program and start over. How fair is that! 

So here is the ongoing situation you can decide to change or not: 

• Dog owners will continue to illegally let pet’s off-leash mainly for exercise in the morning but are 
more afraid to do it when they socialize with “dog friends” during the 4-6 pm window. In the 
afternoon some drive to other towns like me to socialize instead. “Ain’t that a shame”?  

• Residents will continue to call police when dogs are off-leash [even when no other people are 
present] but no amount of enforcement will ever stop off-leash activity. Not to mention 
whether or not fines from $80-$500 make sense. For the worst example, one past Grant Park 
homeowner called the police about 90 times in one year. And, last year someone called the 
police with a false police report that my dog was off-leash when she was not because I spoke in 
favor of off-leash hours at a PARC meeting. So, when residents can harass neighbors with 
needless complaints instead of being good neighbors the result is not good for our community. 

• The division between dog owners and non-dog owners will continue. My calculation shows 55% 
favor keeping dogs on leash. This fact is no different than any other nearby community. 

• The major impediment is that non-dog owners do not want to share one minute of time or any 
space with dogs off-leash or cannot seem to understand that they can choose to use or not use 
the park during these few daily hours if concerned or afraid of dogs. That is why Mountain View 
chose to just do it instead of dithering for over 13 years like Los Altos. 

Many dog owners I know are fed up and want council to immediately implement off-leash hours at 
most parks so we can walk to them like other progressive towns have done. While non-dog owners 
will continue to intimidate council to do nothing – dog owners deserve better. 

Frank Martin 



From: Jeanine Valadez
To: Public Comment
Cc: Gabriel Engeland
Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT –AGENDA ITEM #5 – 10/26/ 2021
Date: Tuesday, October 26, 2021 9:49:12 PM

Date: 10/26/2021
To: The Honorable Members of the Los Altos City Council, the City Manager, the City
Attorney
From:  Jeanine Valadez
CC: The City Clerk

Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT – AGENDA ITEM #5 – 10/26/2021 Receive report and staff
recommendation to City Council discontinue the off-leash program at the Hillview Baseball
Field and direct staff and the Parks and Recreation Commission (PARC) to explore additional
fenced-in options for dogs in Los Altos. (D. Legge) 

Disclosure: I am a member of PARC; however, I submit this public comment as a private
resident of Los Altos.

Dear Councilmembers, City Manager, et al.,

I endorse the PARC Subcommittee’s report and encourage the Council to accept their
recommendations wholly:  1)  to cease the use of Hillview baseball field as an off-leash area
and 2) to continue its work to identify and test additional fenced in options for dogs in Los
Altos. 

I refer the Council to my public comment letter I sent to you on 9/20/2021, where I discuss my
concerns about Hillview Baseball as an off-leash area. My concerns include increased risk and
liability, the inequities it poses to certain segments of our community, its negative impact on
use of and access to the civic center, and its co-location with a sports field. 

As I have thought about this matter further and read much on the topic, I make these additional
findings:

1)     Dog Park Attributes: Dog Parks should have these attributes:

a.      They are plentiful and not large (smaller than Hillview).  

b.      They are entirely fenced in and gated; they have vestibule-type gates if permanent

c.      They are outfitted with waste bags, signage, and green cloth screening on any side near
parking, paths, or play areas.

d.      Owners are required to be with their dogs in the play area at all times unless the City has
made provisions for custodians to take care of dogs.

e.      No food or drink, other than dog treats or water for dogs are allowed in the dog park.

f.       No unaccompanied children are allowed in the enclosed area.



g.      No bicycles, skateboards, skates, wagons, strollers, or other human toys are allowed.

h.      They are surfaced with natural or artificial turf, decomposed granite, Turface fines,
asphalt, or other hard surface (tennis courts, which can be washed, make great dog parks!).

i.       They are not sports fields.  

2)     I envision a Los Altos that is populated with many Mobile and Pop-Up Dog Parks:
Many communities across the country have established the use of multiple small-scale
(between 400 and 5,000 sq feet) mobile dog parks as a means to achieve the following goals:

a.      To test many sites for suitability as permanent dog park sites. Lots of data can be
gathered quickly with little investment.

b.      As the main attribute of a community’s plan to host dog parks to give more
neighborhoods the opportunity to benefit from being within walking- or short-car-ride-
distance to a dog park on a rotating schedule. Health benefit to the human, the dog, and the
environment are the result.

c.      As part of a hybrid model that deploys both permanent and mobile dog parks on an
ongoing basis.

d.      To generally achieve costs savings in materials, installation, and maintenance.

e.      As enablers to a variety of value-added programs for the community: training and
socialization, agility and retrieving events, community dog shows, therapeutic exercises for
humans conducted by professionals to reduce dog fear, expose non-dog-owning people to
dogs, human mental health therapies, and seniors-focus events

f.       As a pop-up service to accompany/augment other city activities or events, such as
Farmers Markets and Art Festivals. Dog-sitting services can be provided as a service to
community members.

g.      To engage community in becoming more familiar with different parts of their city.

h.      To decrease unlawful activity elsewhere (unlawful activity did not decrease in the pilot
because there was just one park).

i.       Through programs offered, to educate dog owners about best practices in dog training
and socialization. (Dogs need to be good citizens, too!)

3)     Links to six (6) successful Mobile and Pop-Up Dog Park examples: 

a.      Bothell, WA; Preferred Portable wire fencing (rolls up) with metal stakes:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VzeZuW23-aM 

b.      Sacramento:  small, on concrete. Wood stake fencing stands on concrete:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TflwiQtK6ZA 

c.      Lavergne, flexible fencing: https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=2276280062485434 



d.      Clifton, OH; also on concrete, small, plastic green rolled fencing. Like outfield fencing
for LALL: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JOPfeQwJRi0 

e.      South Birmingham; orange rolled fencing in conjunction with community event:
https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?ref=watch_permalink&v=10155239768371213 

f.       Downtown Grand Rapids: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q5dolEiyqmQ 

4)     Other Considerations: 

a.      Dog ownership has always been high in the City, but it is higher than ever before. 

b.      Having many dog parks encourages owners to walk their dogs to the park. In addition to
the health benefits mentioned above, professional dog behaviorists agree that walking one’s
dog is the single most important component of establishing leadership over one’s dog with the
added benefit of exercising and training them.  

c.      People with dogs needing substantial large-scale activity should be able to find other dog
parks in neighboring communities that meet their needs.

Thanks for your time and consideration,

Jeanine Valadez
Los Altos resident for 32 years near Egan, lifelong dog pack owner.



From: Kamin, Allen
To: City Council; Public Comment
Cc: Hillview Dog Park Preservation Society
Subject: Re: I support off leash dogs in Los Altos!!!!
Date: Tuesday, October 26, 2021 4:35:47 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Kamin, Allen 
Sent: Friday, October 22, 2021 10:56 AM
To: council@losaltosca.gov
Cc: Hillview Dog Park Preservation Society
Subject: RE: I support off leash dogs in Los Altos!!!!
 

 

I DO!!!!



I DO!!!!
I DO!!!
 

From: Hillview Dog Park Preservation Society <dogparkpreservationsociety@gmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, October 22, 2021 10:35 AM
To: council@losaltosca.gov
Cc: Kamin, Allen 
Subject: Fwd: I support off leash dogs in Los Altos!!!!
 
 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Kamin, Allen <bcc'd>
Date: Wed, Oct 20, 2021 at 11:12 AM
Subject: I support off leash dogs in Los Altos!!!!
To: dogparkpreservationsociety@gmail.com <dogparkpreservationsociety@gmail.com>
 

 
 
Get Outlook for iOS

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE This message and any included attachments are from Cerner Corporation and are intended
only for the addressee. The information contained in this message is confidential and may constitute inside or non-public
information under international, federal, or state securities laws. Unauthorized forwarding, printing, copying, distr bution, or
use of such information is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you are not the addressee, please promptly delete this
message and notify the sender of the delivery error by e-mail or you may call Cerner's corporate offices in Kansas City,
Missouri, U.S.A at (+1) (816)221-1024.



From: Linda & Steve Folkman
To: Public Comment
Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT AGENDA ITEM #5
Date: Tuesday, October 26, 2021 4:35:35 PM

Dear City Council Members,

I have spoken to each of you previously regarding the need for an off leash dog park in Los
Altos.  Thank you again for your time!  At this juncture, it is actually surprising to me that
the topic is still at issue.  It is true that there are problems with the Hillview dog park as it is
currently designed, but these problems, in my view, do not lead to a conclusion that there
should not be an off-leash dog park in our city.  Rather, they simply say that we need to
solve the problems as best that we can in order to provide a dog park for the significant
population within Los Altos that would like one.

We have talked before how Hillview has been a place for dogs to exercise and learn to
socialize with other dogs and with people.  As significant, it has been a huge community
builder for the people that come to Hillview.  I have to ask, and emphasize - Isn't this what
we want for Los Altos?  Do we now want to break apart such a warm and welcoming
community? Furthermore, given the significant population within our city that owns a dog, it
isn't it only fair that the city address the need by providing a sanctioned off leash dog park?

I understand the concerns with the existing Hillview set up and I believe many in our
community have proposed solutions; most obviously, to fence in the area.  I would add that
increasing the sanctioned hours would perhaps lesson the number of dogs at any one
period.

I understand that as compared to other cities, Los Altos has less park space which makes it
difficult to easily create a dog park.  This however, does not negate the fact that one is
needed and should be prioritized for the large population it serves.

Many thanks for your time and attention,

Linda



From: Daryl Odnert
To: Public Comment
Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT AGENDA ITEM 5 - Tuesday, October 26, 2021
Date: Tuesday, October 26, 2021 1:41:40 PM

To the Members of the Los Altos City Council,

I am a Los Altos resident and a dog owner. My dog and I have both
enjoyed the many times that we visited Hillview baseball field during the
off-leash dog park pilot program. I ask that you please either find a way to
allow the Hillview field to continue to be available to dogs and their
owners, or that you open an alternative location in a Los Altos park for off-
leash dog play. Our city is a more enjoyable place with a safe space for
dogs and their owners to gather and socialize.

Sincerely,
Daryl Odnert
101 Catalina Ct.
Los Altos, CA 94022



From: Hillview Dog Park Preservation Society
To: Public Comment
Cc: City Council; Lisa
Subject: Fwd: PUBLIC COMMENT AGENDA ITEM #5 - Tuesday October 26th
Date: Tuesday, October 26, 2021 1:38:34 PM
Attachments: HDPPS Petition.pdf

Hillview Dog Park Supporters (Responses) Merge 2.pdf
item 2 - attachment d - correspondence packet to 3pm 10.08.2021 signatures.pdf

Dear City Council,

Please find the following attachments:

1. A PDF showing the text and items on the HDPPS petition
2. A PDF of 304 Los Altos signatures which were submitted to PARC for the 10/13

meeting. (Note: this was taken from the PARC public correspondence files, and PARC
partially redacted the addresses)

3. A PDF of 35 additional Los Altos signatures, with full address information, to be
partially redacted by your staff

This gives us a current total of 341 Los Altan signatures. Please let me know if you have any
questions.

Sincerely,
Bette Houtchens
Steering Committee Member
The Hillview Dog Park Preservation Society































From: Bill Schneider
To: Public Comment
Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT AGENDA ITEM 5 - Tuesday, October 26th
Date: Tuesday, October 26, 2021 12:28:17 PM

Dear City Council,

I strongly urge you to continue the Hillview off-leash dog area.  My wife and I are only light users of the park, about
four days a month when we dogsit for our daughter.  Having the off-leash area is an important community resource,
neighbors get to know one another and it is very important for proper dog socialization.  And I am impressed with
the consideration that the dog owners show toward other people, dogs and the grounds.

Sincerely,
Bill Schneider
200 Osage Ave.





From: Mia Carlsson
To: Public Comment
Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT AGENDA ITEM 5 - Tuesday, October 26th
Date: Tuesday, October 26, 2021 12:18:08 PM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Mia Carlsson <
Date: Mon, Oct 25, 2021 at 6:49 PM
Subject: Support: Off Leash hours for dogs in Los Altos CA
To: <council@losaltosca.gov>

Dear Council members,

Thank you for initiating the pilot for off leash hours at the Hillview  baseball field.
Also, I am very grateful that it was decided to prolong the pilot until November.

It does mean a great deal to the neighborhood and the dog owners to be able to legally exercise
and socialize your dog/dogs in a safe environment.

I strongly support the program and hope that it can be decided to be offered to generations to
come.
It would be lovely if Los Altos like their neighborhood towns could offer a safe place for their
dogs. Preferably fenced in for everyone’s safety. Not everyone loves dogs. 

I personally go twice a day every day of the week. My dog will remind me about the time if I
don’t go on time. The dogs looks forward to have social interactions with other dogs and
humans and to be exercised. A tired dog equals a happy dog.
I do keep a close eye on my dog and even bought a training collar to make sure that I am in
control of my dog. If she barks she is leashed up. I always pick up after my dog and if needed
I help others too. I always use my own bags. 
I am very responsible, respectful and grateful that we can share the field with little league. I
feel that most users of the field are acting just like me. The social aspect for us humans is a
bonus.

I sincerely hope that the off leash pilot can be made a permanent program.
With an ongoing communication to secure that both little league, neighbors, maintenance,
parks & rec, anyone passing by and dogs needs are met. And that issues that might occur can
be adjusted. 

Kind regards,
Mia Carlsson



From: Hillview Dog Park Preservation Society
To: Public Comment
Cc: City Council
Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT AGENDA ITEM #5 - Tuesday October 26th
Date: Tuesday, October 26, 2021 11:05:35 AM

Fwd: I support off-leash dogs

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Vijaya Raghavan <bcc'd>
Date: Tue, Oct 26, 2021 at 10:25 AM
Subject: I support off-leash dogs
To: <dogparkpreservationsociety@gmail.com>





From: John Crawford
To: Public Comment
Cc: jbcrawfo c  Lauren
Subject: Town Council
Date: Tuesday, October 26, 2021 9:00:02 AM

Dear Los Altos Council,

Please approve Off-Leash Dog Park at the current location.

Please increase hours of usage to all day, 7-9AM/PM is too restrictive.  I am retired, why would I go
to the park when it is dark? 

Instruct dog owners to not use the park when the park is needed for baseball.

This is so important as a safe social setting outdoors, in COVID times.  Let us promote safe
activities.  Eliminating the one and only safe social activity for manly families and their pets is not
community minded.  I am sure for many people this is their one and only safe social gathering. 
Eliminating this dog park is the antithesis of community values.

John Crawford
265 Frances Drive
Los Altos, CA   94022



From: Pat Major
To: Public Comment
Subject: Dog Park
Date: Tuesday, October 26, 2021 8:36:40 AM

I strongly support continuing the off leash program.  Dogs are very social animals and need to run and play with
other dogs. Not everyone is able to run with their pet due to various reasons.  I recently adopted a puppy (9 weeks
old) and while she cannot participate yet, soon she will be ready to meet, run and play with other dogs.   I am in my
70’s and really don’t run any more so my pup will need an area, besides my backyard, for socialization and running
exercise.  I urge you to continue this program. Perhaps some sort of fencing to contain the dogs would appeal to the
nearby neighbors. 

Thank you for considering my request.

Pat Major
Russell Ave
Los Altos

Sent from my iPad



From: Hillview Dog Park Preservation Society
To: Public Comment
Cc: City Council
Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT AGENDA ITEM #5 - Tuesday October 26th
Date: Tuesday, October 26, 2021 7:43:53 AM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: <bcc'd>
Date: Tue, Oct 26, 2021 at 6:33 AM
Subject: I support an off-leash dog park
To: <dogparkpreservationsociety@gmail.com>

Dear Los Altos City Council members,

Thank you for sharing Hillview with our dogs for the past several months.  After bringing my
pup there to socialize with other dogs, I realized how much our town has sorely lacked a
gathering space for dogs to romp.  With my previous dog, I had visited dog parks in Palo Alto,
Mountain View, and Sunnyvale.  However compared to the other towns, the off-leash dog area
at Hillview has been the most special and it has become one of our favorite places in Los
Altos.   I usually take my dog there 4 mornings a week and my high school daughter takes him
3 to 4 evenings a week

The dog park at Hillview has enabled a community to be built.  It is the spot where you are
welcomed and everyone knows your dog’s name.  The dog park has allowed us to meet many
different people and  develop deeper connections than had we just passed each other on the
street while walking our dogs.  It has made our pup a better canine citizen by romping with
other dogs and interacting with people regularly.  For the past 19 years, my family has loved
living in Los Altos and participating in classes, sports, camps, annual downtime events,
traditions, and most recently the off-leash dog park.  Please continue a permanent off-leash
dog park as part of our Los Altos neighborhood.

Respectfully,
Joyce Chou



From: Wendy
To: Public Comment
Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT AGENDA ITEM 5 - Tuesday, October 26th
Date: Tuesday, October 26, 2021 7:28:41 AM

My family and I 100% support the Hillview dog park.  This is a strong community we live in and to think we are
fighting to keep this dog park is absurd. The neighbors that have an issue purchased their houses knowing there was
a park/field in front of their property.  The dog owners are diligent in cleaning up after their dogs, we are not
partying and being disrespectful.  I do occasionally hear a dog bark, but they are animals having fun and their
owners will discourage their barking. The neighbors don’t complain about the loud parties at the History house or
little league games. The field will be sitting empty during the months when there is no little league. As a tax payer
and resident, I fully support keeping this area open as an off leash dog park. 

Regards, The Brugman Family

Sent from my iPhone



From: Chris Couhault
To: Public Comment
Subject: Fwd: Urgent, please read
Date: Monday, October 25, 2021 11:01:30 PM

The dog park has been improving the mental health of people and their pets. Please keep this dog
park open for the continued improvement of Los Altos and it’s inhabitant. Thank you!

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Hillview Dog Park Preservation Society <dogparkpreservationsociety@gmail.com>
Date: Mon, Oct 25, 2021 at 7:35 PM
Subject: Urgent, please read
To: The Los Altos Off-Leash Dog Park Preservation Society <the-los-altos-off-leash-dog-park-
preservation-society@googlegroups.com>

Reply "unsubscribe" if desired

Dear Hillview Off-Leash Park Supporter:
 
Our Parks and Recreation Commission recommended that the off-leash program be terminated. The City
Council will now decide the fate of this program at its meeting tomorrow,  Tuesday, October 26 at 7 p m.
 
Please attend to voice your support. Here are the instructions:
https://www.losaltosca.gov/sites/default/files/fileattachments/city_council/meeting/57541/10.26.2021_agenda.pdf
 
To submit written comments, email: PublicComment@losaltosca.gov
Use the subject line: PUBLIC COMMENT AGENDA ITEM 5 - Tuesday, October 26th.

Sincerely,
Bette Houtchens
Steering Committee Member
The Hillview Dog Park Preservation Society 

-- 
You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "The Los Altos Off-
Leash Dog Park Preservation Society" group.
To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to the-los-altos-
off-leash-dog-park-preservation-society+unsubscribe@googlegroups.com.
To view this discussion on the web visit https://groups.google.com/d/msgid/the-los-altos-off-
leash-dog-park-preservation-society/023a843d-7a06-4e50-ae02-
87c7f1bbecdcn%40googlegroups.com.
For more options, visit https://groups.google.com/d/optout.



From: Zimran Ahmed
To: Public Comment
Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT AGENDA ITEM 5 - Tuesday, October 26th.
Date: Monday, October 25, 2021 9:56:21 PM

Hello

I am writing in support of the hillview off-leash park. It's been a godsend during COVID for me and
my family to connect with others, help my children, and give us a reason to spend afternoons in
los altos where we combine the park, library, shopping, and restaurants. The community that the
program has created is extraordinary, I haven't experience another like it.

I hope you will find a way to continue with the program. We don't have other options left, and while
Hillview is not perfect, we would be glad to support making the necessary improvements so that it
fits better with the neighborhood.

I'm sure you have noticed how common dogs have become in los altos. People feel a need to
connect with their neighbors, and dogs are a wonderful way to do that. If you've owned one
yourself you've probably found how it opened the whole neighborhood to you and helped you
meet other people, and that's exactly what happened and hillview. This is very important to us and
I hope you will support this community.

best wishes

-zimran



From: Laura Torres
To: Public Comment
Subject: Fwd: Urgent, please read
Date: Monday, October 25, 2021 9:06:27 PM

Hi -

I am unable to attend the meeting, but I would like to emphatically voice my support for the
dog park. I have visited several times with my dog. Most owners are mindful and respectful
with dog etiquette and it’s a a welcome spot for the dogs to have some space. 

Thank you,
Laura

Begin forwarded message:

From: Hillview Dog Park Preservation Society
<dogparkpreservationsociety@gmail.com>
Subject: Urgent, please read
Date: October 25, 2021 at 7:35:49 PM PDT
To: The Los Altos Off-Leash Dog Park Preservation Society <the-los-
altos-off-leash-dog-park-preservation-society@googlegroups.com>

Reply "unsubscribe" if desired.

Dear Hillview Off-Leash Park Supporter:
 
Our Parks and Recreation Commission recommended that the off-leash program be
terminated. The City Council will now decide the fate of this program at its meeting
tomorrow,  Tuesday, October 26 at 7 p.m.
 
Please attend to voice your support. Here are the instructions:
https://www.losaltosca.gov/sites/default/files/fileattachments/city council/meeting/57541/10.
26.2021 agenda.pdf
 
To submit written comments, email: PublicComment@losaltosca.gov
Use the subject line: PUBLIC COMMENT AGENDA ITEM 5 - Tuesday, October 26th.

Sincerely,
Bette Houtchens
Steering Committee Member
The Hillview Dog Park Preservation Society 

-- 
You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "The
Los Altos Off-Leash Dog Park Preservation Society" group.
To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email
to the-los-altos-off-leash-dog-park-preservation-
society+unsubscribe@googlegroups.com.



To view this discussion on the web visit https://groups.google.com/d/msgid/the-
los-altos-off-leash-dog-park-preservation-society/023a843d-7a06-4e50-ae02-
87c7f1bbecdcn%40googlegroups.com.
For more options, visit https://groups.google.com/d/optout.



From: Alan Grebene
To: Public Comment
Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT AGENDA ITEM 5 - Tuesday, October 26th
Date: Monday, October 25, 2021 8:26:06 PM

Hello,

We are writing to express our strong support of the Hillview Off-Leash Park proposal. We are a family of four and
we have been Los Altos residents for 13+ years.

We found exceptional value and community connection in the trial period of the Hillview Off-Leash Park. That park
was the greatest use of public space for our family that we have experienced in Los Altos. It was a joy to meet and
get to know the other dog owners. We made friends and community connections that we otherwise never would
have. It has truly been one of the most community-building experiences we’ve had in more than a decade living
here. It both shocks and pains us that the city would potentially do away with that tremendous community-building
resource.

For context, we live only a couple of blocks from Hillview Park but otherwise would make no use of that area at all.
However, our family loves the experience at that off-leash park, and as an off-leash dog park and we would visit
multiple times per week and expect to make extensive use of the space for years to come.

Please approve the Hillview Off-Leash Park proposal.

Thank you,

Alan, Laura, Aisha and Sasha Grebene
72 View Street, Los Altos



From: Steve Apfelberg
To: Public Comment
Subject: Hillview Park Baseball Field
Date: Monday, October 25, 2021 7:21:58 PM

Hello Los Altos City Council Members,

The baseball field at Hillview Park is an important field for Los Altos & Los Altos Hills Little League. We
have used it extensively for decades. We didn't use it for the past two seasons due to the construction of
the Community Center and the COVID-19 pandemic, but we expect to need the field space as Little
League gets back to full swing (pun not intended) post-pandemic. Our organization is not going to make a
statement about dog parks in general, but we do want to communicate our view about a joint baseball
and dog park field. We don't think that a joint baseball and dog park field can be maintained to the safety
and quality standard we require for our young players. There would be too many mini holes and divots in
the grass outfield that could lead to sprained ankles and bad hops where the baseball redirects into a
kid's body or face. Also, even though dog owners are responsible about picking up after their dogs, we
don't want our players fielding balls that have rolled through grass that has had dog poop on it. If there is
a shared use field, our organization might opt out of Hillview for baseball, which would challenge us to
find enough field space for practices and games. 

Again, this is not a statement about dog parks in general; just about the coexistence of a dog park and
youth baseball on the same field. We wish you the best as you consider options, and we thank you for the
continued partnership and support. 

Thank you for your consideration,

Steve Apfelberg
President, Los Altos & Los Altos Hills Little League



From: Hillview Dog Park Preservation Society
To: Public Comment
Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT AGENDA ITEM #5 - Tuesday October 26th
Date: Monday, October 25, 2021 7:16:31 PM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Zeenat Khan <bcc'd>
Date: Sat, Oct 23, 2021 at 8:03 PM
Subject: Please preserve off leash program at Hillview
To: Hillview Dog Park Preservation Society <dogparkpreservationsociety@gmail.com>

Dear Los Altos City Council,

Thank you for all that you do for Los Altos and the residents who live here. Our family has
been in Los Altos for over a decade now and we love participating in all the wonderful
seasonal events that our charming town offers. We have created so many heartfelt memories
here but none more so than the time we have spent at the Hillview off leash area with our
family's puppies and with our neighbors. 

The off leash pilot at Hillview has meant the world to our family and so many other families in
our neighborhood. Our children can't wait to finish dinner and run to the park with our dogs.
Along the way we always see neighbors headed in the same direction and end up walking and
talking with them as our dogs and kids rush to get there. The community building with fellow
Los Altans that the Hillview off leash space has allowed for is unmatched by anything else
we've taken part in over the years. The intergenerational group that gathers regularly is so
warm and inviting. This very special relationship based community of neighbors that has
formed enriches our lives immensely. We cannot imagine our town without the fun and
delightful space that is created during the pilot program hours. 

Please do help us make this pilot program a permanent reality. We are happy to cooperate in
any way that we can to make this happen. Please do not hesitate to reach out if there is
anything further we can do to help move the process forward. Thank you for your time. 

Much Appreciation,
Zeen Khan and Omar Siddiqui

N Avalon Dr
Los Altos CA 94022



From: Hillview Dog Park Preservation Society
To: Public Comment
Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT AGENDA ITEM #5 - Tuesday October 26th
Date: Monday, October 25, 2021 7:15:11 PM

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Zainab Siddiqui <bcc'd>
Date: Sat, Oct 23, 2021 at 7:28 PM
Subject: Save Los Altos off leash pilot program
To: <dogparkpreservationsociety@gmail.com>

Dear Los Altos City Council, 

My name is Zainab and I am in 8th grade. I have lived in Los Altos since I was 2 years old. I
love living in our town. I participate in the window painting during Halloween, I go to the Pet
Parade with my family every year, I enjoy the Festival of Lights Parade, and I love going to
the Farmers Market in the summer. While these events are amazing, nothing compares to the
time I spend at the off leash dog park at Hillview with my puppies. Smarty Jones and Benji
 are Havanese puppies. They are great dogs and they have made so many friends at the dog
park. My sisters and I have also made a lot of friends with the neighborhood kids who bring
their dogs there. We love walking to the dog park after dinner on most evenings. Please keep
Hillview dog park open. It is so much fun and it is so important to me and my neighborhood
friends. 
Thank you for listening!

Your Neighbor, 
Zainab Siddiqui
N. Avalon Drive



From: Hillview Dog Park Preservation Society
To: Public Comment
Cc: City Council; Lisa
Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT AGENDA ITEM #5 - Tuesday October 26th
Date: Monday, October 25, 2021 7:06:24 PM
Attachments: dog off leash-1.pdf

To Whom it May Concern,

We would like the City Council to have a visual of a fence option at Hillview Park
during a 10-minute presentation by our spokesperson, Lisa Deegan. Please see the attached
PDF.

Sincerely,
Bette Houtchens
Steering Committee Member
The Hillview Dog Park Preservation Society





From: Theodore Kokernak
To: Public Comment
Cc: Ted Kokernak
Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT AGENDA ITEM 5 - Tuesday, October 26th, 2021
Date: Tuesday, October 26, 2021 7:43:00 PM

Dear City Council Members,

We are all thankful to the city for running the pilot, we are very grateful. 

It should be natural for a wealthy town like this to include all groups into their city 
plans. Many Los Altos households have dogs and I have heard the percentage was 
35% when I was out meeting residents to gather petition signatures, it appeared that 
well over 50% of the houses we visited had a dog and a number had been dog 
owners in the past.  

Dogs bring people together with the Hillview Field Dog Park affording residents the 
opportunity to actually meet in small groups as their dogs play together.  These 
meetings serve to strengthen neighborhood bonds.  Residents who live in the area 
tell me that they have actually met their neighbors and that their neighborhood has 
become much closer with a more congenial spirit. People are more sharing, caring 
now that they have gotten to know their neighbors this way.

Some residents shared that they felt isolated and lonely before the project started 
and it is easy to understand these feelings of isolation due to Covid for the last year.  
The park is an opportunity for people from different backgrounds, religion, age, 
cultural diversity and so on to meet and help to eliminate boundaries. Dogs are an 
asset: as people exercise their pets by walking, running, throwing balls & frisbees 
and playing tug of war so residents are healthier.

Helps us socialize the dogs to be happier, friendlier & safer dogs.  Safety is 
important for everyone, people passing by, dog owners and dogs, so we need a 
fence along the pathway to secure the area and increase the safety of all concerned.

CURRENT GOAL: Transition the current Off-Leash Pilot Program at Hillview to a 
permanent dog park as we understand that this current pilot program is coming to 
an end in November and we would like it to continue.

Sincerely,
Theodore Kokernak
15 North El Monte Avenue
Los Altos, CA 94022

NOTICE OF CONFIDENTIALITY: The information contained in and transmitted with this e-



mail is CONFIDENTIAL. It is intended only for the individual or entity designated above.
You are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, copying, use or reliance upon the
information contained in and transmitted with this e-mail by or to anyone other than
the addressee designated above by the sender is unauthorized and strictly prohibited. If you
have received this e-mail in error, please notify the sender by reply immediately. Any e-mail
erroneously transmitted to you should be immediately destroyed.




