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Reviewed By: 
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Meeting Date: May 14, 2019 
 
Subject: Letter to County Planning regarding Lehigh Hanson and Stevens Creek Quarry 
 
Prepared by:  Environmental Commission 
Reviewed by:  Jon Biggs, Community Development Director 
Approved by:  Chris Jordan, City Manager 
 
Attachment(s):   
1. Draft letter to the County 
 
Initiated by: 
City Council 
 
Previous Council Consideration: 
None 
 
Fiscal Impact: 
None 
 
Environmental Review: 
Not applicable 
 
Policy Question(s) for Council Consideration: 

• Does the Council wish to send the County of Santa Clara Planning Department a letter 
supporting the requests of the City of Cupertino as outlined in their letter dated January 31, 
2019?  

 
Summary: 

• The City of Cupertino sent a letter to the County of Santa Clara Planning Department that 
included a comprehensive analysis of recent violations by Lehigh Hansen and Stevens Creek 
Quarry 

• The City Council and the Environmental Commission at their respective meetings on January 
22, 2019 and February 11, 2019, received public comments regarding the violations and the 
potential environmental and health risks associated with said violations 

• The City Council directed the Environmental Commission to research the topic and create a 
plan of action 
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Environmental Commission Recommendation: 
Following some limited research, the Environmental Commission at its March 11, 2019 meeting 
discussed preparing a letter for City Council that authorizes the Mayor to send the letter to the Santa 
Clara County Planning Department supporting the requests for prompt action on the violations 
outlined in a January 31, 2019 letter from the City of Cupertino  
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Purpose 
Support the City of Cupertino in their request for prompt County of Santa Clara action concerning 
reported violations at the Lehigh Hanson and Stevens Creek Quarry.  The violations could have 
adverse environmental and health impacts on the City of Cupertino, surrounding communities and 
their residents. 
 
Background 
The City of Cupertino sent a letter to the County of Santa Clara Planning Department that included a 
comprehensive analysis of recent violations by Lehigh Hansen and Stevens Creek Quarry. The City 
Council and the Environmental Commission at their respective meetings on January 22, 2019 and 
February 11, 2019, received public comments regarding the violations and the potential environmental 
and health risks associated with said violations. The City Council directed the Environmental 
Commission to research the topic and create a plan of action 
 
Discussion/Analysis 
The Lehigh Hanson and Stevens Creek Quarry industrial facilities have very long operational histories 
that include disputes with the County of Santa Clara and other parties. For this reason, the 
Environmental Commission recommended a narrow letter supporting the prompt resolution of 
violation and permitting issues related to the City of Cupertino’s January 31, 2019 letter. 
 
Options 
 

1) Send letter supporting the City of Cupertino to Santa Clara County 
 
Advantages: Support City of Cupertino efforts and express concern for the potential 

adverse environmental and health impacts 
 
Disadvantages: None 
 
2) Do Nothing 
 
Advantages: None 
 
Disadvantages: No statement of support on the efforts of the City of Cupertino on a matter 

of concern 
 
Recommendation 
The Environmental Commission recommends Option 1. 



 

  
 

 1 North San Antonio Road 
 Los Altos, California 94022-3087 
  
 
May 15, 2019 
 
Rob Eastwood 
Principal Planner 
County of Santa Clara 
70 West Hedding Street 
East Wing, Seventh Floor 
San Jose, CA 95110 
 
Sent via email: Rob.Eastwood@pln.sccgov.org 
 
Dear Mr. Eastwood, 
 
The City Council of the City of Los Altos is writing in support of the letter submitted to the Planning 
Department by the City of Cupertino on January 31, 2019 regarding reported violations at Lehigh 
Hanson and Stevens Creek Quarry, attached.  
 
The City of Los Altos requests increased frequency and thoroughness of County inspections of Lehigh 
Hanson and Stevens Creek Quarry activities to ensure full and ongoing compliance with operating 
permits to promptly identify violations. The City also requests that the County prosecute violations, 
impose appropriate fines and focus resources and attention on expeditiously resolving all known 
pending reclamation and permitting issues.  
 
Prompt and persistent action by the County of Santa Clara is necessary to resolve the issues stated 
above and to address the potential adverse environmental and health concerns of the residents of Los 
Altos, Cupertino and adjacent communities. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Lynette Lee Eng 
Mayor 
 
Attachment: Letter from City of Cupertino dated January 31, 2019 
 
c: City Council 
 City Manager 























Note: Minor grammatical corrections were made 2/5/19. 
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