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Attachment(s):   
1. Guardian 
 
Initiated by: 
Public Arts Commission 
 
Previous Council Consideration: 
July 9, 2013 
 
Fiscal Impact: 
None  
 
Environmental Review: 
Not applicable  
 
Policy Question(s) for Council Consideration: 

• Does the City Council wish to accept the donation of the Guardian sculpture and add the piece 
to the City’s permanent collection? 

 
Summary: 

• The loan period for Guardian has expired 
• The artist has offered to donate Guardian to the City 

 
Staff Recommendation: 
Accept the donation from Karen Cauvin Eustis of the Guardian sculpture 
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Purpose 
To consider the acceptance of a donation of Guardian sculpture. 
 
Background 
On July 9, 2013, the City Council approved the installation of the Guardian sculpture by New Orleans-
based artist Karen Cauvin Eustis along State Street near the intersection of Fourth Street. The Guardian 
was installed as part of the City’s Sculpture Loan Program and was loaned to the City for a period of 
five years. 
 
Discussion/Analysis 
The loan agreement for Guardian expired on September 30, 2018. Around that time, the artist 
contacted the City regarding a possible purchase of the piece by the City. Members of the Public Arts 
Commission (PAC) met with the artist to discuss the potential purchase. The PAC discussed the price 
proposed by the artist and on December 13, 2018 agreed to end the loan agreement and return the 
piece to the artist. 
 
Subsequent to the PAC meeting in December, the artist contacted the City and offered to donate the 
sculpture to the City. On January 24, 2019, the PAC voted unanimously to recommend the City accept 
the donation of Guardian. 
 
Options 
 

1) Accept the donation of Guardian 
 
Advantages: Guardian becomes part of the City’s permanent collection of public art and an 

asset of the City 
 
Disadvantages: The City will be responsible for maintenance of the sculpture, though it is not 

anticipated that this piece will require much maintenance  
 
2) Do not accept the donation 
 
Advantages: None identified 
 
Disadvantages: Guardian will be returned to the artist and will no longer be a part of the City’s 

public art collection 
 
Recommendation 
The Public Arts Commission and staff recommend Option 1. 






	Item 3. Attachment 1. Guardian.pdf
	3.Installation of sculptures
	DSC_0020


