
 
 

AGENDA REPORT SUMMARY 
 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 

Agenda Item # 13 

Meeting Date: June 12, 2018 
 
Subject: Initiative Petition Report 
 
Prepared by:  Jon Maginot, City Clerk/Assistant to the City Manager 
Approved by:  Chris Jordan, City Manager 
 
Attachment(s):   
1. Elections Code Section 9212 Report as ordered by Council (TO BE DISTRIBUTED UNDER 

SEPARATE COVER SHEET) 
2. Resolution No. 2018-24 
 
Initiated by: 
Initiative Proponents 
 
Previous Council Consideration: 
May 22, 2018 
 
Fiscal Impact: 
Should the Council choose to place the measure on the ballot, the estimated cost to do so from the 
Registrar of Voters Office is approximately $50,000 for the November 2018 ballot 
 
Environmental Review: 
Not applicable  
 
Policy Question(s) for Council Consideration: 

 What action, as allowed under State Law, does the Council wish to take? 
 
Summary: 

 An Initiative Petition has received a sufficient number of signatures to qualify a local measure 
for the ballot 

 On May 22, 2018, the Council ordered a report be prepared pursuant to Elections Code 
Section 9212 

 State Law now provides Council two options for the proposed measure 
 
Staff Recommendation: 
Receive the report of effect of proposed initiative pursuant to Elections Code Section 9212 and take 
action as permitted by State Law 
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Purpose 
To receive the report of effect of proposed initiative and take action on the measure. 
 
Background 
On May 22, 2018, the City Council received a Certificate of Sufficiency of Initiative Petition for a 
General Plan Amendment Measure Regarding Parks, Open Space and Public/Institutional Properties.  
At that time, Council ordered a report be prepared pursuant to Elections Code Section 9212 
(Attachment 1). 
 
Discussion/Analysis 
Per State Law, a report ordered pursuant to Elections Code Section 9212 must be presented to the 
City Council within thirty (30) days of the City Clerk certifying the sufficiency of the petition. 
 
Following presentation of the report, Elections Code Section 9215 requires the Council to either adopt 
the ordinance, without alteration, or order an election. This must be done when the report is presented 
or within ten (10) days. 
 
Should Council wish to submit the measure to the voters, it must do so for the November 2018 ballot 
as that is the next regular election and the time has passed in which to call a special election. A 
Resolution calling for the Election and consolidating with the County has been prepared for Council 
consideration (Attachment 2). 
 
Recommendation 
Council must take one of the two actions allowed under State Law. 
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ATTACHMENT 2 

RESOLUTION NO.  2018-24 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LOS ALTOS  
CALLING FOR THE HOLDING OF A GENERAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION 

ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2018, FOR THE SUBMISSION OF A 
PROPOSED MEASURE AMENDING THE CITY OF LOS ALTOS GENERAL 

PLAN, REQUESTING THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF 
SANTA CLARA TO CONSOLIDATE SAID ELECTION PURSUANT TO 

SECTION 10403 OF THE CALIFORNIA ELECTIONS CODE AND SETTING 
RULES FOR ARGUMENTS AND REBUTTALS FOR AND AGAINST SAID 

MEASURE 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to authority provided by statute, a petition has been filed with the 
City Council of the City of Los Altos, California, signed by more than ten percent (10%) of 
the number of registered voters of the City, to submit to the qualified electors a proposed  
measure amending the City of Los Altos General Plan  to require voter approval of the sale, 
lease or certain changes in use of certain land designated as “Parks”, “Other Open Space” or 
“Public and Institutional” in the City’s General Plan; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Clerk/Elections Official examined the records of registration and 
ascertained that, pursuant to California Elections Code Section 9215, the petition is signed 
by the requisite number of voters, and has so certified; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council has not voted in favor of the adoption of the measure; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council is therefore authorized and directed by statute to submit the 
proposed measure to the voters; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council desires to place the measure on the ballot for the November 
6, 2018 General Municipal Election; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City Council also desires to request that the election for this measure be 
consolidated with the Statewide General Election also to be held on November 6, 2018; and 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to California Elections Code Section 9285 and 9286, the City 
Council further desires to establish rules and regulations for the preparation, submittal and 
printing of arguments and rebuttals for and against the measure described herein; and     
 
WHEREAS, the specific terms of the measure/General Plan amendment are attached 
hereto as Exhibit “A” and by this reference made an operative part hereof. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Los Altos 
as follows: 
 
SECTION 1. That pursuant to the requirements of California Elections Code Section 9215 
any other applicable requirements of the laws of the State of California relating to general 
law cities, there is called and ordered to be held in the City of Los Altos, California on 
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Tuesday, November 6, 2018, a General Municipal Election for the purpose of submitting the 
following proposed measure/General Plan amendment:  
 
Shall an amendment to the City of Los Altos General Plan be adopted 
requiring voter approval of the sale, lease or certain changes in use of certain 
land designated as “Parks”, “Other Open Space” or “Public and Institutional” 
in the City’s General Plan? 

Yes 

No 

 
SECTION 2. That the text of the measure submitted to the voters attached hereto as 
Exhibit A is hereby submitted to the voters; and 
 
SECTION 3. That pursuant to the requirements of Section 10403 of the Elections Code, 
the Board of Supervisors of the County of Santa Clara is hereby requested to consent and 
agree to the consolidation of said election with the Statewide General Election on Tuesday, 
November 6, 2018; and 
  
SECTION 4. That the Registrar of Voters is authorized to canvass the returns of the 
General Municipal Election.  The election shall be held in all respects as if there were only 
one election and only one form of ballot shall be used; and 
 
SECTION 5. That the City of Los Altos recognizes that additional costs will be incurred by 
the County by reason of this consolidation and agrees to reimburse the County for any costs; 
and 
 
SECTION 6. That the City Clerk is authorized, instructed and directed to coordinate with 
the County of Santa Clara Registrar of Voters to procure and furnish any and all official 
ballots, notices, printed matter, and all supplies, equipment and paraphernalia that may be 
necessary in order to properly and lawfully conduct the election; and 
 
SECTION 7. That the ballots to be used at the election shall be in form and content as 
required by law.  Voters shall vote yes or no; and 
 
SECTION 8. That the polls for the election shall be open at 7:00 a.m. of the same day of 
the election and shall remain open continuously from that time until 8:00 p.m. of the same 
day except as provided in Section 14401 of the Elections Code of the State of California; and 
 
SECTION 9. That the consolidated election shall be held and conducted in the manner 
prescribed in Section 10418 of the Elections Code of the State of California; and 
 
SECTION 10.  That the City Clerk is hereby directed to file a certified copy of this 
resolution with the Board of Supervisors and the Registrar of Voters of the County of Santa 
Clara. 
 
SECTION 11.  Direct Arguments and Impartial Analysis. 
 

A. Direct Arguments in favor of or against the measure shall be prepared and 
filed with the City Clerk in accordance with Article 4, Chapter 3, Division 9 of the Elections 
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Code of the State of California and any other applicable provisions of law.  Direct arguments 
shall be filed with the City Clerk not later than August 10, 2018. 
 

B. Pursuant to Section 9280 of the Elections Code, the City Council directs the 
City Clerk to transmit a copy of the measure to the City Attorney. The City Attorney shall 
prepare an impartial analysis of the measure, not to exceed 500 words in length, showing the 
effect of the measure on the existing law and the operation of the measure. The City 
Attorney shall transmit such impartial analysis to the City Clerk, who shall cause the analysis 
to be published in the voter information guide along with the ballot measure as provided by 
law. The impartial analysis shall be filed by the deadline set for filing of direct arguments.  
The impartial analysis shall include a statement indicating whether the measure was placed 
on the ballot by a petition signed by the requisite number of voters or by the City Council.   
In the event the entire text of the measure is not printed on the ballot, nor in the voter 
information guide of the sample ballot, there shall be printed immediately below the 
impartial analysis, in no less than 10-font bold type, the following:  “The above statement 
is an impartial analysis of Measure ____.  If you desire a copy of the measure, please 
call the election official’s office at _________________and a copy will be mailed at no 
cost to you.”   
 
SECTION 12. Rebuttals.   Pursuant to Section 9285 of the Elections Code of the State of 
California, when the City Clerk has selected the direct arguments for and against the measure 
which will be printed and distributed to the voters, the City Clerk shall send copies of the 
direct argument in favor of the measure to the authors of the direct argument against, and 
copies of the direct argument against to the authors of the direct argument in favor.  The 
authors or persons designated by them may prepare and submit rebuttal arguments not 
exceeding 250 words. The rebuttal arguments shall be filed with the City Clerk not later than 
August 20, 2018.  Rebuttal arguments shall be printed in the same manner as the direct 
arguments. Each rebuttal argument shall immediately follow the direct argument which it 
seeks to rebut. 

 
SECTION 13.  That in all particulars not recited in this Resolution, the election shall be 
held and conducted as provided by law for holding municipal elections in the City. 
 
SECTION 14.   This resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption.  
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a Resolution passed 
and adopted by the City Council of the City of Los Altos at a meeting thereof on the ___ 
day of ____, 2018 by the following vote: 
 
AYES:   
NOES:   
ABSENT:  
ABSTAIN:  
 
 

       ___________________________ 
 Jean Mordo, MAYOR 
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Attest: 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Jon Maginot, CMC, CITY CLERK 
 



 

 

Initiative Measure to be Submitted Directly to the Voters 
 

The City Attorney has prepared the following title and summary of the chief purpose and points of the 
proposed measure, pursuant to California Elections Code Section 9203.  The title and summary must be 
printed across the top of each page of the petition whereon signatures are to appear as required by California 
Elections Code Section 9203.  
 
BALLOT TITLE: 
 
Initiative General Plan Amendment Measure Requiring Voter Approval of the Sale, Lease or Certain 
Changes in Use of Certain Land Designated as “Parks”, “Other Open Space” or “Public and Institutional” in 
the City’s General Plan.   
 
BALLOT SUMMARY 
 
This measure amends the City of Los Altos General Plan to add a voter approval requirement for significant 
changes to land with a General Plan land use designation of “Parks”, “Other Open Space”, or “Public and 
Institutional”.  If this measure is approved, majority voter approval would be required for any of the 
following: 

  
(1) Any change in the list of uses the General Plan allows on land with a “Parks”, “Other Open Space” 

or “Public and Institutional” land use designation; 
 
(2) The sale or transfer of City-owned land with a “Parks”, “Other Open Space” or “Public and 

Institutional” land use designation; 
 
(3) The lease or other disposition (including granting of a license or easement) of City-owned land 

with a “Parks”, “Other Open Space” or “Public and Institutional” land use designation for longer 
than one hundred eighty (180) calendar days in any one calendar year; or   

 
(4) Changing City-owned land with a “Parks”, “Other Open Space” or “Public and Institutional” land 

use designation to another land use designation, except that re-designation of “Public and 
Institutional” land to a “Parks” designation shall not require voter approval. 

 
The measure exempts the following City-owned parcels from the voter approval requirements above: 

 
(1) Any City-owned parcel (or group of similar contiguous parcels) that totals 7,500 square feet in size 

or less with a General Plan land use designation of “Public and Institutional”; 
 
(2) The lease or other disposition of subsurface real property interests (i.e., easements) for utility or 

similar purposes that do not interfere with surface use except during construction or maintenance.  
 

The measure authorizes the City Council to grant limited exceptions to the voter approval requirements 
above where the City’s action is necessary to comply with state or federal housing law. 
 
This measure requires majority voter approval.   If approved, this measure may be amended or repealed only 
by another vote of the people.  
 
/s/ Christopher J. Diaz, City Attorney 
 
April 12, 2018 
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