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Sign Manufacture and Install: 

Sign Type A: 
Primary Auto Directional @ Foothill Expressway 

Sign Type AA: 
Primary Auto Directional @ El Camino Real 

Sign Type B: 
Collector Auto Directional

Sign Type E: 
Post-Mounted Directional

Sign Type PD: 
Downtown Parking Directional

Downtown 
Right on 
San Antonio Rd.

Downtown 
Los Altos

Downtown 
Right

 

lane

Civic Center

Loyola Corners 

Retail District 

Next Right
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Family of Sign Types
Design Drawings for Sign Fabrication Bid

Sign Type A
Qty 3 Single-sided
Qty 4 Double-sided

Sign Type AA
Qty 2 Single-sided

Sign Type B
Qty 2 Single-sided
Qty 1 Double-sided

Reverse side
appearance of
all Single-sided
monuments:

Sign Type E
Qty 5 Single-sided

Sign Type PD
Qty 9 Double-sided



Add Alternate 1:

Sign Type D: Downtown Gateway Sign, Tall - at San Antonio (Loc D-1) 

Sign Type DD: Downtown Gateway Sign, Short - at Foothill (Loc D-2)
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Family of Sign Types
Design Drawings for Sign Fabrication Bid

Sign Type D
Qty  1 Single-sided

Sign Type DD
Qty 1 Double-sided

Downtown 
Welcome to

Downtown 
Welcome to



Description & Materials
Design Drawings for Sign Fabrication Bid
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT DESIGN:

1-3/8” size - SouthwestBuildingSupply.com1-1/2” size - Martellhardware.com

This Sign Program has been designed fit into the beautiful Los Altos 
community with natural heritage materials, functionality and endurance. 
The signs are designed to evoke the city’s agricultural and railroad history 
with sturdy iron craftsmanship, high quality reclaimed wood and simple, 
practical sign shapes.

Criteria for fabrication include:
• Sign Performance and Longevity
• Adherance to the program’s building specifications
• Quality workmanship

General materials and finishes include:
• Quality reclaimed wood bundled in 3/4” board thickness to mitigate  
   warping. See source spec this page. No environmental contaminants. 
   New wood for sign backgrounds will not be acceptable. 
• Steel plate and/or bar stock, square steel posts. 
• Steel attachements and fasteners
• Aluminum as noted for sign panels and graphics
• Marine plywood backing material
• Concrete footings
• Powder-coated finishes

DECORATIVE FASTENER:

“Clavos” or “Decorative Nail” - either of these products at these sources is acceptable, or approved equal.

Design 
inspiration for 
steel frames

RECLAIMED WOOD 
SIGN  BACKGROUNDS:

For the beauty and integrity of signs and 
execution of design intent, use only reclaimed 
lumber in mixed widths as sourced below.

Use only:
Mixed-Grey Wood
Barnwood Bundles
3/4“ thick, mixed widths

Sourced by:
Barnwood Industries
61560 American Lane
Bend, Oregon 97702

barnwoodindustries.com
541.312.1187

Join by channel or tongue-and-groove to prevent 
gaps forming between boards over time.

Barnwood Industries can also participate by 
building complete backer panels from the bundles 
to be shipped to sign fabricator.

Or approved equal.



Color & Submittal Requirements
Design Drawings for Sign Fabrication Bid
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FABRICATOR SUBMITTALS REQUIRED:

Every product used in fabrication. Submit samples, including:

12” x 12” powder coat samples for each color option on aluminum, 
Satin finish.

12” x 12” powder coat samples for each Black option on aluminum, 
Matte finish and Satin finish.

After selection of approved colors: 
• One Complete Sign Panel for Sign Type B3, including waterjet cut “Los Altos”
• One Complete Sign Panel for Sign Type E1

Reclaimed Wood Background: 18’x18” sample of assembled bundle.

Decorative Fasteners, 1 sign set.

One completed Sign Type PD

Shop drawings for every sign type to be provided by fabricator.

NOTE: Graphic layouts for all sign messages will be provided to the awarded 
fabricator by Explore Creative, in digital format.

1

2

3
 

4

5

6

7

Terracotta: 
RAL 2001 or 2010

RAL POWDER COATING SYSTEM COLORS:

REFLECTIVE VINYL:

Green: 
RAL 6000 OR 6016

Black: 
RAL 7021 OR 7022

Off White waterjet script letters
RAL 1015 or 1013

All sign messages and arrows: 
3M Reflective White



Downtown
Next Right

4-1/2”
caps

2-1/2”
margins
left and
right

3-1/4”
caps

Loyola Corners
Retail District
Next Right

6-1/2”
round disc
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Sign Types A and AA
Design Drawings for Sign Fabrication Bid

Sign Type A:  5’0 width at Foothill Expressway   Not to Scale 

(Sign numbers A6-A12)
Sign Type AA:  4’0 width at El Camino Real   Not to Scale 

(Sign numbers A2 and A3)

4’- 0”5’- 0”

3’
- 1

0”

37
”

2-
1/

2”
8”

28
-1

/2
”

1”

2-1/2”55”2-1/2” 2-1/2”43”2-1/2”

• Aluminum Pan Sign Face with water jet cut “Los Altos” logo, rule and round disc, all powder coated
• Reflective vinyl letters and arrow
• Sign Face mounts to Reclaimed Wood Background framed by powder coated Steel Bar Structure; decorative fastener each corner
• Powder coated Steel Base

SEE MASTER DETAILS PAGE FOR END VIEWS, SECTIONS AND OTHER INFORMATION.
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Sign Type B   Not to Scale

3-1/2” caps

2-1/2” caps

5” round disc

3’-6”

5’
 - 

3”

4’
 - 

6”

2-
1/

2”
8”

34
”

1”

2-1/2”37”2-1/2”

Downtown 
Right on Main St.

Civic Center

2-1/2” margins
left and right

Sign Type B
Design Drawings for Sign Fabrication Bid

• Aluminum Pan Sign Face with water jet cut “Los Altos” logo,
rule and round disc, all powder coated

• Reflective vinyl letters and arrow
• Sign Face mounts to Reclaimed Wood Background framed by powder coated
Steel Bar Structure; decorative fastener each corner

• Powder coated Steel Base

SEE MASTER DETAILS PAGE FOR END VIEWS, SECTIONS AND 
OTHER INFORMATION.



4-1/2” 
caps

All letters are dimensional: 3/8” thick aluminum water jet cut, powder coated “OFF WHITE”
SEE MASTER DETAILS PAGE FOR END VIEWS, SECTIONS AND OTHER INFORMATION.

2-1/2”

dimensional
letters:

dimensional
letters:
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Add Alternate 1: Sign Types D and DD
Design Drawings for Sign Fabrication Bid

Sign Type DD - At Foothill (Location D-2)     Not to Scale

4’- 0”

3’
- 1

0”

37
”

2-
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Sign Type D - At San Antonio (Location D-1)   Not to Scale

3’-6”
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3”
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1/
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8”

34
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4-1/2” 
caps

2-1/2”
caps

Downtown 
Welcome to

Downtown 
Welcome to



Downtown
Next Right

Formed U 
channels welded 
to post for cover 
skirt that zero outs 
to grade 

Foundation details to be included in 
shop drawing submittal and provided 
by a licensed engineer.

1” bar trim 
to cover 
1” reveal

3/4 “ thick reclaimed 
wood background; 
attached to 1/2” thick 
marine plywood 
backer with wood 
screws

Reflective vinyl 
lettering and 
arrow applied to 
sign face

Reflective vinyl 
lettering and 
arrow applied 
to sign face

Sign Specifications and Notes

Typical for 
Sign Types A, AA, B, D, DD

1. Steel Frame:
Fabricate outer sign frame structure from 
3/16” thick x 6” wide steel, 1/4” radius all 
frame corners. On inside of frame, weld steel 
plate structure: 3” x 1/4” thick, set back from 
outside frame edge 1-13/16”, for attachment 
of Wood Background Panels. Powder coat 
entire frame structure BLACK.

2. Wood Background Panels:
Reclaimed wood in vertical slats as specified 
on page 3 “Materials.” NO NEW WOOD will be 
acceptable. Join slats to conceal shrinking by  
tongue and groove or shiplap or equal 
approved method. Back screw to Marine 
plywood panel; clad and glue wood securely 
for a flat surface. Completed panels to be 
fastened with no. 10 dia. self-tapping screws 
into set back steel bar structure (see note 1.)

3. Sign Face:
Fabricate 1/8” thick Aluminum Pan Sign Faces, 
1-1/4” deep return. Weld corners and powder 
coat GREEN. Fasten raised graphics and apply 
reflective vinyl lettering. Secure  non-structural 
Decorative Fasteners (“Clavos” or “Mexican 
nail”) to each corner with drill hole and 
adhesive. Attach panel to “L” bracket clips as 
shown with flat head screws.

4. Raised Graphics:
Fabricate 3/8” thick aluminum water jet letters 
for script logo, rule and round discs. Powder 
coat script “Los Altos” letters OFFWHITE, and 
rule/discs TERRACOTTA. Attach with drilled 
and tapped studs/nuts.

5. Base:
Form U-shaped steel perimeter base, weld and 
miter steel channels (1-1/2”x8” ). Attach by 
welding around perimeter of posts 1” below 
base of top frame to create base. Cover 1”gap 
with 1”x 1” square tube to create enclosed 
reveal. Powder coat reveal/base BLACK.

6. Posts (Breakaway safety solution):
Fabricate and weld 2 each, 3”x3” steel posts 
(1/8” thick wall ) to bottom of frame as shown, 
page 8B. Powder coat posts BLACK with 
frame structure.

7. Sleeves:
Fabricate 2 each 4”x4” steel sleeves with 2 
each 5/8” dia. set screws at corner edges, and 
weep hole in bottom plate. Sleeves to be 
concreted into footing with access allowance 
for set screws. Powder coat sleeves BLACK.

All welds clean and ground.

3”wide x 1/4” thick 
steel plate welded to 
inside of frame to 
support wood 
background; set back 
from frame edge 
1-13/16”

3 “ x  3” square 
tube steel  posts 
welded to sign 
base and 
mounted in 32” 
deep foundation 
holes in concrete  

3“ x  3” square 
tube steel posts 
welded to base of 
sign frame 

12

3
4

4

4

4

4

3

7

5

6

Top View of Post (6) 
and Sleeve (7)  

Master Details
Design Drawings for Sign Fabrication Bid

See Sign Type Elevations for Widths

S
ee

 S
ig

n 
Ty

pe
 E

le
va

tio
ns

 fo
r H

ei
gh

ts

1/2” Marine plywood

3” x 1/4” thick steel plate
structure set back from edge 
of steel frame

1-1/4” deep 
Aluminum Pan 
Sign Face

Sign Face fits 
over 1/8” thick 
Aluminum angle 
clips fastened to 
wood background

1/4” radius 
corners

3/16”thick 
Steel frame

Decorative
Fastener
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Section A  Not to Scale

Section B  Not to Scale

Typical Sign Face  Not to Scale

Typ all 

End View Not to Scale

Front View  Not to Scale

GRADE GRADE

Marine plywood

Setback 1-13/16”

3/16”thick 
Steel frame

Decorative 
Fasteners,
glued in place, 
each corner

Butt joint tight so 
plywood not visible

Set screws



Master Details
Design Drawings for Sign Fabrication Bid
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Base Details  Not to Scale

Top View

Front View End View

5

1

6

5

1

6

reveal

1”x1” square tube (mitered corners)
all around to create enclosure and reveal

Sign frame structure 
welded to top of posts

Sign frame 
structure 
welded to 
top of posts

Sign Specifications and Notes

Typical for 
Sign Types A, AA, B, D, DD

1. Steel Frame:
Fabricate outer sign frame structure from 
3/16” thick x 6” wide steel, 1/4” radius all 
frame corners. On inside of frame, weld steel 
plate structure: 3” x 1/4” thick, set back from 
outside frame edge 1-13/16”, for attachment 
of Wood Background Panels. Powder coat 
entire frame structure BLACK.

2. Wood Background Panels:
Reclaimed wood in vertical slats as specified 
on page 3 “Materials.” NO NEW WOOD will be 
acceptable. Join slats to conceal shrinking by  
tongue and groove or shiplap or equal 
approved method. Back screw to Marine 
plywood panel; clad and glue wood securely 
for a flat surface. Completed panels to be 
fastened with no. 10 dia. self-tapping screws 
into set back steel bar structure (see note 1.)

3. Sign Face:
Fabricate 1/8” thick Aluminum Pan Sign Faces, 
1-1/4” deep return. Weld corners and powder 
coat GREEN. Fasten raised graphics and apply 
reflective vinyl lettering. Secure  non-structural 
Decorative Fasteners (“Clavos” or “Mexican 
nail”) to each corner with drill hole and 
adhesive. Attach panel to “L” bracket clips as 
shown with flat head screws.

4. Raised Graphics:
Fabricate 3/8” thick aluminum water jet letters 
for script logo, rule and round discs. Powder 
coat script “Los Altos” letters OFFWHITE, and 
rule/discs TERRACOTTA. Attach with drilled 
and tapped studs/nuts.

5. Base:
Form U-shaped steel perimeter base, weld and 
miter steel channels (1-1/2”x8” ). Attach by 
welding around perimeter of posts 1” below 
base of top frame to create base. Cover 1”gap 
with 1”x 1” square tube to create enclosed 
reveal. Powder coat reveal/base BLACK.

6. Posts (Breakaway safety solution):
Fabricate and weld 2 each, 3”x3” steel posts 
(1/8” thick wall ) to bottom of frame as shown, 
page 8B. Powder coat posts BLACK with 
frame structure.

7. Sleeves:
Fabricate 2 each 4”x4” steel sleeves with 2 
each 5/8” dia. set screws at corner edges, and 
weep hole in bottom plate. Sleeves to be 
concreted into footing with access allowance 
for set screws. Powder coat sleeves BLACK.

All welds clean and ground.



5”
8”

2.
5”

2”
3.

5”
3.

5”
2.

5”
3”

Foothill
Crossing

Shopping Center

General Description: 

3-1/2” square tube steel post, powder coated BLACK. 

1/8” aluminum sign face, GREEN. 

Waterjet cut 3/8“” thick aluminum circle, TERRACOTTA. 
Reflective vinyl letters and arrow. 

All metals powder coated. 

Attach face to post with no visible fasteners on front. 
Install post in sleeve in concrete foundation.

Sign Type E
Design Drawings for Sign Fabrication Bid
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36
”

6”
8”

3.
5”

3.
5”

2.
5”

3”

Downtown 
Los Altos

30”

2-line layout  Not to Scale 3-line layout  Not to Scale

Front and Side view  Not to Scale

Top View  Not to Scale

6’
 9

”

Downtown 
Los Altos

Sleeve:
Fabricate  4”x4” steel sleeve with 5/8” 
dia. set screws at corner edges, and 
weep hole in bottom plate. Sleeves to 
be concreted into footing with access 
allowance for set screws. Powder coat 
sleeves BLACK.

Top View of post, sleeve
and set screws  

Posts mounted in sleeve in 
32” deep foundation holes 
in concrete  

4 “x 4”  
square tube 
steel sleeve 
with weep 
hole



Sign Type PD - Parking Directional
Design Drawings for Sign Fabrication Bid
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General Description:

Sign Panel:
Fabricate double-sided sign panel from 3/16” thick aluminum, 
square corners; powder coat finishes GREEN and TERRACOTTA. 
Reflective vinyl “P” and arrows.

Sign Arm:
24“ Banner Arm product by Sternberg Lighting (see below).
Cut slot into each arm to receive sign panel; secure with welds.

Double-sided Panels  Not to ScaleSign attached to existing light post  Not to Scale

(E
xi

st
in

g 
Li

gh
t p

os
t)

16
” 

pa
ne

l s
lo

ts
 in

to
 a

rm
s

21”panel
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Top arm mounts to align with 
adjacent street sign arm.

Sign arms and attachments to post are designed to match City’s 
existing banner/street sign arms, black finish, furnished by 
Sternberg Lighting.

Source: Double Banner Arms, www.sternberglighting.com
Local rep: Associated Lighting, Oakland  (510) 638-3800
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Sign Location & Message Schedule
Design Drawings for Sign Fabrication Bid

Location No. Sign Type Description Side Message Notes

 SIGN SCHEDULE #1:   C I T Y W I D E   W A Y F I N D I N G

A 2 A A Primary Auto Directional
El Camino near 
Village Court

1 Los Altos (script)

Downtown
Next Right

New El Camino sign

A 3 A A Primary Auto Directional
El Camino near Sherwood

1 Los Altos (script)

Downtown
Next Left

New El Camino sign

A 6 A Primary Auto Directional
Foothill near State St.

1 Los Altos (script)

< Downtown

New  Foothill sign

A 7 A Primary Auto Directional
Foothill near Tyndall

1 Los Altos (script)

> Civic Center

Downtown
Right on Main Street

Replaces existing sign

A 8 A Primary Auto Directional
Foothill near Parma Way

1 Los Altos (script)

Rancho Shopping
Center
Next Left

Replaces existing sign

A 8 2 Los Altos (script)

Downtown
1 1/4 miles

A 9 A Primary Auto Directional
Foothill near Manor Way

1 Los Altos (script)

> Loyola Corners
   Retail District
   Next Right

Replaces existing sign

Remove other
green/grey sign with
duplicate message
nearby.

1Phase I for Bid • City of Los Altos Sign Program  •  Explore Creative  •  2/20/15

Location No. Sign Type Description Side Message Notes

 SIGN SCHEDULE #1:   C I T Y W I D E   W A Y F I N D I N G

A10 A Primary Auto Directional
Foothill near Miguel

1 Los Altos (script)

Woodland Library
Left on Grant

Replaces existing sign

A10 2 Los Altos (script)

> Loyola Corners
   Retail District

A11 A Primary Auto Directional
Foothill near Grant

1 Los Altos (script)

Woodland
Retail District
Next Left

Replaces existing sign

A11 2 Los Altos (script)

^ Downtown 3 miles 
> Woodland Library

A12 A Primary Auto Directional
Foothill at Crist Dr.

1 Los Altos (script)

< Foothill Crossing
 Shopping Center

New Foothill sign

A12 2 Los Altos (script)

Woodland
Retail District
Next Right

B 3 B Collector Auto Directional
San Antonio near 
Mt. Hamilton

1 Los Altos (script)

< Civic Center

Downtown Right Lane

Replaces existing sign

2Phase I for Bid • City of Los Altos Sign Program  •  Explore Creative  •  10/9/155

Location No. Sign Type Description Side Message Notes

 SIGN SCHEDULE #1:   C I T Y W I D E   W A Y F I N D I N G

B 4 B Collector Auto Directional
San Antonio near Hillview

1 Los Altos (script)

< Library
 History Museum

Replaces existing sign
but at new location in
median, opposite
Civic Center sign near
Library

(MOCKUP)

B 4 2 Los Altos (script)

< Downtown
 Left on Main Street

(MOCKUP)

B 8 B Collector Auto Directional
El Monte near University

1 Los Altos (script)

Downtown
Left on Foothill Expy

E 2 E Post-mtd Auto Directional
At W. Edith turn lane

1 > Downtown Los Altos  New post

E 3 E Post-mtd Auto Directional
Foothill, south of Main St.   

1 > Downtown Los Altos
 Main Street

New post

E 9 E Post-mtd Auto Directional
Miramonte and A Street

1 > Loyola Corners
  Retail District

Note current sign clutter
problem here. Confirm
mounting solution first
with City - whether to
attach to banner post, or
install with new post.

E10 E Post-mtd Auto Directional
Foothill before Fremont exit

1 > Loyola Corners
  Retail District

New post

Phase I for Bid • City of Los Altos Sign Program  •  Explore Creative  •  10/9/15

E11 E Collector Auto Directional
Fremont exit off of Foothill

1 < Loyola Corners
   Retail District

3 OF 3

New post; County permit
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Sign Location & Message Schedule
Design Drawings for Sign Fabrication Bid

Location No. Sign Type Description Side Message Notes

 SIGN SCHEDULE #2:   D O W N T O W N   P A R K I N G

PD 1 PD Parking Directional
Main and Third
(NE Corner)

1 & 2 P
<  >

Sign attaches to
existing post

PD 2 PD Parking Directional
Main and Third
(SW Corner)

1 & 2 P
<  >

Sign attaches to
existing post

PD 3 PD Parking Directional
Main and Second
(NE Corner)

1 & 2 P
<  >

Sign attaches to
existing post

PD 4 PD Parking Directional
Main and Second
(SW Corner)

1 & 2 P
<  >

Sign attaches to
existing post

PD 5 PD Parking Directional
State and Second
(SW Corner)

1 & 2 P
<  >

Sign attaches to
existing post

PD 6 PD Parking Directional
State and Second
(NE Corner)

1 & 2 P
<  >

Sign attaches to
existing post

PD 7 PD Parking Directional
State and Third
(SW Corner)

1 & 2 P
<  >

Sign attaches to
existing post

1Phase I for Bid • City of Los Altos Sign Program  •  Explore Creative  •  2/20/15

Location No. Sign Type Description Side Message Notes

 SIGN SCHEDULE #2:   D O W N T O W N   P A R K I N G

PD 8 PD Parking Directional
State and Third
(NE Corner)

1 & 2 P
<  >

Sign attaches to
existing post

PD 9 PD Parking Directional
State and Fourth
(NE Corner)

1 & 2 P
<  >

Sign attaches to
existing post

Phase I for Bid • City of Los Altos Sign Program  •  Explore Creative  •  2/20/15 2 OF 2

Location No. Sign Type Description Side Message Notes

 SIGN SCHEDULE #3:   D O W N T O W N   G A T E W A Y S

 D-1 D San Antonio Rd.
and Main Street

Welcome to
Downtown
Los Altos (script)

  
1 New Sign

 D-2 DD Foothill Expressway
and Main Street

Welcome to
Downtown
Los Altos (script)

2 Replaces 
existing sign

Phase I for Bid • City of Los Altos Sign Program  •  Explore Creative  •  10/9/15 1 OF 1

Add Alternate 1:
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