MONDAY, AUGUST 13, 2012

7:00 P.M. - REGULAR ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MEETING
Council Chambers, Los Altos City Hall
One North San Antonio Road, Los Altos, California

ROLL CALL
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA

Members of the audience may bring to the Commission's attention any item that is not on the agenda. Please
complete a "Request to Speak” form and submit it to the Staff Liaison. Speakers are generally given two or
three minutes, at the discretion of the Chair. Please be advised that, by law, the Commission is unable to
discuss or take action on issues presented during the Public Comment Period. According to State Law (also
known as “the Brown Act”) items must first be noticed on the agenda before any discussion or action,

1. Commmission Minutes
Approval of minutes — Regular Meeting of July 9, 2012.

DISCUSSION ITEMS
2. Climate Action Plan

Activity progress report by Environmental Commission Task Force.

3. Bird Protection itat Enhancement in i I 0s Altos
Presentation by Shani Kleinhaus, local environmental advocate and member of the Santa
Clara Valley Audubon Society.

4, Disposal and Management of Expanded Polystyrene (EPS) and Single-Use Bags

a. Status update on Environmental Impact Report for EPS and Single-Use Bags.

b. First public hearing for San Mateo County to receive verbal comments on the plastic
bag ban environmental impact report (EIR) will be at the San Mateo
County Planning Commission meeting on July 11, 9am, location at 400 County
Center, Redwood City, CA.

5. Increasing Watershed Awareness and Stewardship in Los Altos

a. Fremont Budge Creek signage.



6. Summary of Cal Water City of Los Altos Usage Data

Presentation by Vice Chair Joe Eyre.
7. Environmental Commission Website
a. Staff report on monthly hits to website.

b. Discussion of information and resources to add to website.

8. Environmental Commission Work Plan Progress Review

Review and discussion of July action items in 2012-2013 Work Plan approved by Council at
the Joint Meeting on April 3, 2012.

9. City of T.os Altos 60 Anniversary Celebration

Planning Committee meeting progress.
10. Announcements and Items for Information

a. Environmental Commissioner Representative at July 24, 2012 Council meeting —
Commussioner Ardehali. August 28 Council meeting assigned to
Commissioner Hedden; Sept. 11 Council meeting assigned to Vice Chair Eyre.

b. Citizen concern- perfumed dryer sheets — correspondence and discussion with staff.
c. Info on West Nile Virus spraying. In Los Altos.

COMMISSTION REPORTS AND DIRECTIONS ON FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

ADJOURNMENT

SPECIAL. NOTICES TO PUBLIC

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Altos will make reasonable arrangements
to ensure accessibility to this meeting, 1f you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact
the Human Resoutces Department 72 hours prior to the meeting at (650) 947-2607.

Agendas, Staff Reports and some z2ssociated documents for Environmental Commission items may be viewed on
the Internet at http:/ /losaltosca.gov/committees-commissions/ envitonmental /meetings.html

On occasion the Environmental Commission may consider agenda items out of order.

All public records relating to an open session item on this agenda, which are not exempt from disclosure
pursuant to the California Public Records Act, and that are distributed to 2 majority of the legislative body, will be
available for public inspection at the Office of the City Clerk’s Office, City of Los Altos, located at One North
San Antenio Road, Los Altos, California at the same time that the public records are distributed or made
available to the legislative body. Any draft contracts, ordinances and resolutions posted on the Internet site ot
distributed in advance of the Environmental Commission meeting may not be the final documents approved by
the Commission. Contact the City Clerk at (650) 947-2720 for the final document.

If you wish to provide written materials, please provide the Environmental Commission Staff Liaison with 10
copies of any document that you would like to submit to the Commissioners in order for it to become patt of
the public record.

For other questions regarding the meeting proceedings, please contact the City Clerk at (650) 947-2720.




Environmental Comimission Minutes
July 9, 2012
Page 1 0f 2

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
OF THE CITY OF LOS ALTOS, HELD ON MONDAY, JULY 9, 2012 AT
7:00 P.M. AT LOS ALTOS CITY HALL, ONE NORTH SAN ANTONIO ROAD,

LOS ALTOS, CALIFORNIA
ROLL CALL

PRESENT: Bray, DeMichiel, Keller, Reed, Ardehali, Hedden
ABSENT: Eyre,

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA
None

1. Commission Minutes

MOTION BY COMMISSIONER KELLER, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
ARDEHAI to approve the minutes of the meeting of June 11, 2012, THE MOTION
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

DISCUSSION ITEMS

2. Welcome and Introduction of new Eavironmental Commissioner Gary Hedden

3. Climate Action Plan
A Dbrief update was presented from staff and from the Environmental Commission Task Force.

2. Residential and Commercial Survey — update on progtess, purpose and postings.

b. Commissioner Hedden will join the Environmental Commission Task Force along with
Chair Bray and Vice Chair Eyre.

c. CAP Consulting Firm will make a presentation at the August meeting.

4, Disposal and Management of Expanded Polystyrene (EPS) and Single-Use Bags

a. Bref status update presented by staff on the Environmental Impact Repott for EPS
and Single-Use Bags.

b. First public hearing for San Mateo County to receive verbal comments on the piastic
bag ban environmental impact report (EIR) will be at the San Mateo County Planning
Commission meeting on July 11, 9am, location at 400 County Center, Redwood City,
CA.

5. Increasing Watershed Awareness and Stewardship in Los Altos
a. There is no draft signage for the Fremont Bridge Creek at this dme.



6. Environmental Commission Website

a. Staff reported 282 monthly hits to website from June 11, 2012 to today.

b. Discussion of information and resources to add to website. Commissioners discussed
documents and edits for publishing to website. City Attorney will provide guidelines.

7. Environmental Commission Work Plan Progress Review

Review of each Goal and activities and discussion of June action items in 2012-2013 Work Plan
approved by Council at the Joint Meeting on April 3, 2012.

3. City of Los Altos 60™ Anniversary Celebration

Planning Committee meeting progress was teported by Commissioner Hedden.
9. Announcements and Items for Information

a. Environmental Commissioner Representative at July 24, 2012 Council meeting ~
Commissioner Hedden. Comments on June 12 and June 26, 2012 Council Meeting.

b. Discussion of Rosita Park Award for water drainage and watershed protection.
c. Sustainovation event — Comments from Commissioner Hedden who attended.
d. Informational brochures given to Chair Bray for review.

COMMISSION REPORTS AND DIRECTIONS ON FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

Audubon presentation at August meeting — Chair Bray will check.
Commissioner Reed will be absent at August teeting.

ADJOURNMENT

Chair Bray adjourned the meeting at 8:30 p.m.

J- Logan, Assistant City Manager and Staff Liaison
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EATING GREEN

What we eat has an impact not just on our own bedies, but also on the
environment.

Eating Organic

The labels "100% organic" and "organic" are regulated by the US
Department of Agriculture, which defines the standards that are
applied to crops and to livestock in order for these to be labeled as
organic.

For crops, these standards include use of organic seeds, avoidance of
pesticides, and a prohibition on the use of genetic engineering.

For livestock, the standards include the use of organic feed,
aveidance of growth hormones and antibiotics, and year-round access to
the outdoors.

Buying organic thus not only alliows us to avoid pesticides in produce,
but also genetically engineered organisms as well as synthetic growth
hormones and antibiotics used in the raising of animals.

The USDA website explains the organic certification program, as well
as other labels that are allowed tc be attached to food products, such
as "Free-range”", "Cage-free™, "Natural", Grass-fed", "Pasture-raised",
and "Humane". Note that the use of many cf these labels however is
not regulated. See http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1l,0/NOPConsumers.

The USDA documents on "Organic Produce and Handling Standards™
http://www.amns.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELDEV3004445
&acct=nopgeninfeT)

and documents onn the USDA Natioral Orgarnic Program website
{http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.(0/nop) provide further useful
information.

Pesticides in Food

The Environmental Working Group has investigated the issue of
pesticide residues on fruits and vegetables. Their "Dirty Dozen"
report lists the top fifteen fruits and vegetables with the highest
pesticide residue as well as those that are the cleanest. BApples,
celery, sweet bell peppers, peaches, and strawberries lead the list of
the most pesticide-laden fruits and vegetables. Cnions, sweet corn,
pineapples, avocados, cabbage are the cleanest.

You can see the full lists included in the EWG's 2012 Shopper's
Guide to Pesticides in Produce here:
http://vwuw.ewg.org/foodnews/summary/

Don't forget to check out the other interesting information on the EWG
web site as well!

Genetically Engineered Organisms

Genetically modified organisms (GMOs) have recently become a topic of

considerable controversy. According te the USDA's 2012 report (
http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/usda/current/Acre/Acre-06=-29-2012.pdf)



genetically engineered varieties now account for approximately 88% of
corn planted, 94% cof cotton, and 93% of soybeans. Approximately
70%-90% of wheat, sugar beets, and canola crops grown in the United
States are also genetically engineered. [Need hard reference for this]

The Union cf Concerned Scientists lists some of the genetically
engineered food allowed on the market, although this list however has
doubtless grown since it was produced in 2006:
http://www.ucsusa.org/food and agriculture/science_and impacts/science/e
ngineered-foods-allowed-on.html

The Non-GMC project, a non-profit organization that offers verification
for non-GMO products (http://www.nongmoproject.org/About/,) provides
information on avolding GMO foods and list of products that they have
verified as GMO-free. Many of these are organic.

Impact c¢f Livestock Producticn

In addition to issues such as growth hormones and antibiotics, the
raising
of livestock has considerable environmental impact upon the planet.

The EPA Inventory of US Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Sinks
(http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/ghgemissions/usinventoryreport.html)
estimates that 29% of all 2010 methane emissions were due to enteric
fermentation and manure management, the largest proportion of these
from cattle. As ncted in their Executive Summary
(http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/Downloads/ghgemissions/US-GHG-
Inventory-2012-ES.pdf),

methane {CH4) is approximately 21 times as effective as CO2 in
trapping heat in the atmosphere.

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAC} of the United Naticns
report "Livestock's Long Shadow -~ Environmental Issues and Options"”
states "The livestock sector is...responsible for 18 percent of
greenhouse gas emissions measured in C02 equivalent. This is a higher
share than transport". See

http://www. fao.org/docrep/010/a0701e/aC701e00.htm

In addition to the impact on greenhouse gas emissions, the

the impact of livestock on water resources is also far-reaching.
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Michael Horta

From: JLogan

Sent:  Thursday, July 12, 2012 11:18 AM

To: 'Dave@Yost.com'

Subject: FW: laundry perfume and Los Altos air quality
Hello Mr. Yost,

Thank you for your comments to Environmental and request to meet and talk about this
matter.

The Environmental Commission next meeting is Aug. 13 at 7pm at City Hall, One North
San Antonio Rd. in the Council Chambers.

The agenda for the Aug 13 meeting will be posted on the Environmental Website on

Aug. 10 at
http:/Mlosaltosca.qov/icommittees-commissions/environmental/meetings. htmil

The agenda invites Public Comment at the beginning of the meeting to allow the public
to express their views.

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA

Members of the audience may bring to the Commission's attention any item that is not on
the agenda. Please complete a "Request to Speak” form and submit it to the Staff Liaison.
Speakers are generally given two or three minutes, at the discretion of the Chait. Please be
advised that, by law, the Commission is unable to discuss ot take action on issues
presented during the Public Comment Period. According to State Law (also known as “the
Brown Act”) items must first be noticed on the agenda before any discussion or action.

For purposes of air quality control and regulations, the State Air Resources Board sets
state regulations that also affect local air quality requirements. Cities must follow
regional or state requirements in matters of air quality and do not set these regulations
for its city.

This is a link for the State Air Quality Resources Board.
http://www.arb.ca.gov/html/lawsregs.htm

The Bay Area Air Quality Management District is at
http://Amww.baagmd.gov/Divisions/Communications-and-Outreach/Air-Quality-in-the-

Bay-Area.aspx

This link provides info on control of pollutants and air quality management programs.

| hope this information is helpful to you. If you have questions or comments, the
Environmental Commissioner is available to hear your comments.

Thanks,

¥ Ri

J. Logan

8/9/2012



Assistant City Manager

One North San Antonio Road
Los Altos, CA 94022
650-947-2610 (desk)
650-947-2731 (fax)
j.logan@losaltosca.gov
www.losaltosca.gov

From: Dave Yost [mailto:daveyostcom@gmail.com] On Behalf Of Dave Yost
Sent: Tuesday, July 03, 2012 4:47 PM

To: environmental

Subject: Re: laundry perfume and Los Altos air quality

Hi.

I would appreciate a reply.

Thanks

P.S. USA Today article today

Begin forwarded message:

From: Dave Yost <Dave@Yost.com>

Subject: Fwd: laundry perfume and Los Altos air quality
Date: Thursday, April 26, 2012 3:03:00 PM PDT

To: environmental@losaltosca.gov

Can we meet 10 talk about this?

Dave
650 988 9883

Begin forwarded message:

From: Dave Yost <Dave@Yost.com>

Subject: laundry perfume and Los Altos air quality
Date: April 2, 2012 3:09:29 PM PDT

To: environmental@losaltosca.gov

Los Altos should lead the nation in air quality, insofar as we have control over our own air.

We have a local source that is more and more of a problem.

Page 2 of 3

Laundry perfumes from dryers are toxic, and they pervade hundreds of feet from the source, affecting

8/9/2012
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several houses and affecting people on a walk by the source. These fumes are unnatural, and they don't
belong in our air.

http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-504763 162-20097302-10391704.html

As the warm months approach, the problem of unwanted fumes becomes more urgent. For many hours
of the week, the air that comes in open windows and doors is not fresh air, it is toxic air, and the air
pervading my entire yard is toxic.

We live in a beautiful community with wonderful fresh smells of plants, including flowers. It is weird
that we tolerate the destruction of this quality of life, turning acres at a time into consumer product
chemical marketing battlegrounds.

Dave Yost
650 988 9883

(also sent to Green Town Los Altos web site)
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