
NOTICE OF PREPARATION 
of an 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 
for the 

LOS ALTOS COMMUNITY CENTER MASTER PLAN 
 

Los Altos, California 
March 2009 

 
 
PROJECT APPLICANT: City of Los Altos 
 
FILE NO:   
 
APN:  170-42-029 and 170-43-001 

 
As the Lead Agency, the City of Los Altos will prepare an Environmental Impact Report for the 
above-referenced project and would like your views regarding the scope and content of the 
environmental information to be addressed in the EIR.  This EIR may be used by your agency when 
considering approvals for this project. 
 
The project description, location, and a brief summary of the environmental effects that could result 
from the proposed project are attached.   
 
According to State law, the deadline for your response is 30 days after receipt of this notice; 
however, we would appreciate an earlier response, if possible.  Please identify a contact person, and 
send your response to: 
 
 

City of Los Altos 
Community Development Department 

Attention: Zachary Dahl 
One North San Antonio Road 

Los Altos, CA 94022 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
James Walgren, Community Development Director     Date 



NOTICE OF PREPARATION 
of an 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 
for the 

LOS ALTOS COMMUNITY CENTER MASTER PLAN 
 

Los Altos, California 
March 2009 

 
A. INTRODUCTION 
 
The purpose of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) is to inform decision makers and the general 
public of the environmental effects of a proposed project.  The EIR process takes place prior to the 
approval of a project.  The EIR process is intended to provide information sufficient to evaluate a 
proposed project’s potential to result in a significant impact on the physical environment, to establish 
methods for reducing adverse environmental impacts, and to consider alternatives to a project. 
 
The EIR for the proposed Los Altos Community Center Master Plan project will be prepared and 
processed in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) of 1970, as 
amended.  In accordance with the requirements of CEQA, the EIR will include: 
 

 A summary of the EIR; 
 A project description; 
 A description of the existing environmental setting, environmental impacts, and mitigation; 
 Alternatives to the project as proposed that would reduce or avoid environmental impacts; 
 Environmental consequences, including: (a) any significant environmental effects which 

cannot be avoided if the project is implemented; (b) any significant irreversible and 
irretrievable commitments of resources; (c) the growth-inducing impacts of the proposed 
project; (d) effects found not to be significant; and (e) cumulative impacts. 

 
B. PROJECT LOCATION 
 
The approximately 18-acre project site is located west of North San Antonio Road generally between 
Angela Drive and Hillview Avenue in the City of Los Altos, and includes Assessor Parcel Numbers 
170-42-029 and 170-43-001.  Regional and vicinity maps of the project site are shown on Figures 1 
and 2, respectively. 
 
C. DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT 
 
The existing project site is currently developed with the following community center uses:   
 

• City Hall 
• Police Station  
• Library  
• History House and Museum 
• Nuetra House 
• Bus Barn Theater 



• Hillview Community Center  
• Sport Fields (i.e., Soccer and Baseball Fields)  
• Apricot Orchard   

 
Many of the existing buildings on the project site were constructed in the 1950s and 1960s and are in 
need of repair, upgrade, and/or replacement.  In order to address these issues and provide for the 
future needs of the community, the City, with input from the community, prepared the Los Altos 
Community Center Master Plan (Master Plan).  Under the proposed Master Plan, the project site 
would be redeveloped with the following community uses: 
 

• City Hall (19,880 square feet) 
• Police Station (18,815 square feet) 
• Community Center (55,600 square feet)  
• Library (47,866 square feet) 
• Swim Center (39,860 square feet) 
• Sport Fields (i.e., Soccer and Baseball Fields)  
• Children’s Play Area 
• Bocce Ball Courts 
• Apricot Orchard 

 
Except for the History House and Museum and the Nuetra House, all of the existing buildings would 
be demolished and removed during the planned redevelopment of the site.  Although the proposed 
City Hall and Police Department buildings would be larger in size than the existing structures 
currently on the project site, the number of City Hall and/or Police Department employees would not 
increase as a result of the proposed project.  The proposed project also includes improvements to the 
Edith Avenue/San Antonio Road/Main Street intersection, which is located on the western boundary 
of the project site. 
 
D. ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS OF THE PROJECT 
 
The EIR will describe the existing environmental conditions on the project site and will identify the 
significant environmental impacts anticipated to result from development under the proposed Master 
Plan.  Where potentially significant environmental impacts are identified, the EIR will discuss 
mitigation measures that would avoid or reduce significant impacts.  
 
The analysis in the EIR will include the following specific categories of environmental impacts and 
concerns related to the proposed project.  Additional subjects may be added at a later date, as new 
information becomes available. 
 
1) Traffic 
 
The traffic impact analysis prepared for the EIR will describe the traffic impacts of the proposed 
project.  The impacts of the proposed development will be evaluated based on the guidelines of the 
City of Los Altos and the Santa Clara County Congestion Management Program (CMP).  The study 
will determine the traffic impacts of the proposed project on key intersections in the vicinity of the 
project site.  The operating levels of service (LOS) for the study intersections will be calculated for 
the existing, background, and project conditions.  Mitigation and avoidance measures will be 
identified for any significant traffic impacts.  In addition to the LOS analysis, a Traffic Infusion on 



Residential Environments (TIRE) index will be completed for the project to evaluate the effects of 
increases in traffic on neighborhood streets.  The adequacy of site access, on-site circulation, and 
parking will also be evaluated in the EIR, as well as the project’s impacts to transit, pedestrian, and 
bicycle circulation.  Mitigation measures will be identified for significant traffic impacts. 
 
2) Noise 
 
Based on a noise analysis prepared for the proposed Master Plan, the EIR will describe the noise 
impacts to and from the proposed project.  The EIR will address the compatibility of the proposed 
uses with the project site’s existing and future noise exposure, off-site impacts resulting from on-site 
noise sources, project-generated traffic noise impacts to sensitive receptors in the area, and temporary 
construction-related noise impacts.  Mitigation and avoidance measures will be identified for 
significant noise impacts, as appropriate. 
 
3) Air Quality 
 
The EIR will describe the existing air quality conditions in the project area and the region and will 
evaluate the air quality impacts of the proposed project, including short-term construction air quality 
impacts.  The Bay Area Air Quality Management District (BAAQMD) does not require projects 
generating less than 2,000 total daily trips to prepare a detailed air quality analysis.  If it is 
determined that the Master Plan will generate an additional 2,000 trips per day, an air quality analysis 
will be prepared.  Mitigation and avoidance measures will be identified for significant air quality 
impacts, as appropriate.   
 
4) Cultural Resources 
 
The EIR will describe all known existing cultural resources on and adjacent to the site and the 
potential for archaeological resources to be uncovered during project construction, based on a 
cultural resources study prepared for the project site.  The project does not propose to remove the 
existing potentially historic structures on the site.  The EIR will address possible short-term and/or 
long-term impacts to cultural resources on-site.  Mitigation and avoidance measures will be identified 
for significant cultural resource impacts, as appropriate.   
 
5) Land Use 
 
The EIR will describe the existing land uses on the project site and in the project area and the site’s 
current General Plan and zoning designations.  The EIR will describe the land uses proposed by the 
project and identify potential land use compatibility impacts resulting from implementation of the 
project.  The EIR will describe the project’s consistency with adopted plans and policies.  Mitigation 
measures will be described for significant land use impacts. 
 
6) Aesthetics 
 
The EIR will describe the existing visual setting of the project area and will evaluate the aesthetic 
impacts of the proposed project.  Photosimulations of the proposed project will be prepared to 
illustrate the visual change resulting from the project.  Mitigation measures will be identified for 
significant aesthetic impacts, as appropriate. 
 
 



7) Hydrology and Water Quality 
 
The EIR will describe the change in site drainage and hydrological conditions resulting from the 
project, including the potential for the project to result in an increase in stormwater runoff and 
flooding.  As required by the Regional Water Quality Control Board, mitigation for water quality 
impacts associated with increased impervious surfaces, new development, and construction will be 
identified. 
 
8) Biological Resources 
 
The project site is within a very developed area of Los Altos.  Animal species expected on the site 
would be those that are tolerant of urban development and able to adapt well to the alteration of 
habitat by humans.  There are, however, numerous mature trees on the project.  The EIR will address 
the impacts of the proposed project on any significant trees and the habitat provided by the trees, 
based upon a tree survey completed for the project site.  Mitigation and avoidance measures for 
impacts to trees resulting from the project will be discussed in the EIR.   
   
9) Hazardous Materials 
 
The EIR will address any existing hazards or hazardous materials conditions on and adjacent to the 
site, including the historic use of the project site for agricultural production.  Mitigation and 
avoidance measures will be identified for significant hazardous materials impacts, as appropriate.   
 
10) Cumulative Impacts 
 
Per the CEQA Guidelines, the EIR will address the impacts of implementing the proposed project in 
combination with past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future projects.  Mitigation and/or 
avoidance measures will be identified for significant cumulative impacts, as appropriate.    
 
11) Alternatives 
 
Based on the results of the environmental analysis, the EIR will evaluate possible alternatives to the 
proposed project.  The alternatives discussion will focus on those alternatives that could feasibly 
accomplish most of the basic purposes of the project and could avoid or substantially lessen one or 
more of the significant effects of the project.  As required by CEQA, the No Project Alternative will 
be evaluated in the EIR.   
 
12) Other Required Sections 
 
The above discussions highlight the major issues to be addressed in the proposed EIR.  The EIR will 
also address other information typically required for an EIR.  These other sections include the 
following:  
 

• Significant Unavoidable Impacts;  
• Growth Inducing Impacts; 
• Significant Irreversible Environmental Changes 
• EIR References & Organizations & Persons Consulted; and  
• List of EIR Preparers. 
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