








Project Los Altos:
SFMOMA in Silicon Valley
November 9, 2013-March 2, 2014

When it became clear that SFMOMA’s expansion construction would
preclude mounting exhibitions at the museum until its 2016 reopen-
ing, we were eager to extend our program, not only beyond our walls
but also outside San Francisco. We were particularly interested in
heading down the Peninsula to see what would happen if we invited
artists to reflect on Silicon Valley, a region of exponentially growing
fascination and unparalleled importance in shaping contemporary
life. SFMOMA has produced art related to this area on a few occasions
in the past, but Project Los Altos marks the first time that we have
set up camp in the valley itself.

The word project in the title suggests the temporary, experimental
nature of this exhibition, which features the work of nine national and
international contemporary artists in multiple indoor and outdoor
locations—from storefronts to parks—within the city fabric. Existing
artworks with specific local connections by Jeremy Blake and Charles
Garoian provided us with a foundation. Together with fellow curators
Jennifer Dunlop Fletcher, Rudolf Frieling, and Corey Keller, we invited
seven other artists to produce new work. The only parameter was
that their commissions would be presented in a residential commu-
nity: Los Altos. These artists—Spencer Finch, Christian Jankowski,
Chris Johanson, Mike Mills, Katefina Seda, Alec Soth, and Jessica
Stockholder—responded in vastly different ways. Some were intrigued
by aspects of Los Altos’s suburban charm, while others sought out
the vast tech culture that surrounds it. Several artists engaged people
who live or work in the area. A number of them explored the particu-
larities of the exhibition sites.



Project Los Altos emerged from conversations with Passerelle
Investment Company and the City of Los Altos about the potential
for expanding cultural possibilities in non-urban centers. We
especially wish to thank City Manager Marcia Somers, Public Works
Director James Gustafson, and their dedicated staffs, as well as
Taylor Robinson, Amanda Tevis, Brooke Ray Smith, Joan Zhao, and
their colleagues at Passerelle for their wonderful partnership. We are
likewise grateful to SFMOMA Director Neal Benezra, former artist
Trustee Yves Béhar, and former Deputy Museum Director, External
Relations, Robert Lasher, for encouraging this nontraditional museum
project. Project Los Altos could not have been realized without the
deeply generous support of the sponsors listed on the adjoining
page. We are also profoundly indebted to our current colleagues at
SFMOMA—far too many to name—for their unwavering can-do spirit
and creative approach to bringing the exhibition to fruition. Our
most special thanks are reserved for the artists, for going along with
us on this adventure and sharing the extraordinary ways that they
see and engage with the world.

Jenny Gheith
Assi Curator of Painting and Sculpture

Janet Bishop
Curator of Painting and Sculpture

Project Los Altos: SFMOMA in
Silicon Valley is organized by the
San Francisco Museum of Modern
Art in collaboration with the City
of Los Altos. The lead sponsor of
this exhibition is Passerelle
Investment Company.

Major support is provided by
SFMOMA'’s Collectors Forum and
Randi and Bob Fisher.

Generous support is provided by
the Bay Area Contemporary Arts
Exhibition Fund, founded by Agnes
Cowles Bourne; and Brit and
Dave Morin.

Jim Breyer, Patricia W. Fitzpatrick,
Adriane lann and Christian Stolz,
Nion T. McEvoy, and Thomas W. Weisel
and Janet Barnes are sponsors of
the exhibition.

Additional support is provided by the
Graue Family Foundation, Alka and
Ravin Agrawal, The Black Dog Private
Foundation, Phyllis and Bill Draper,
Concepcion and Irwin Federman,
Marissa Mayer and Zachary Bogue,
and Christopher and Michele Meany.
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Works in the Exhibition

Jeremy Blake
American, 1971-2007

Winchester

2002

Digital animation with sound, 18 min.
San Francisco Museum of Modern Art,
Accessions Committee Fund purchase, 2005.180

1906

2003

Digital animation with sound, 21 min.
San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, Accessions
Committee Fund purchase: gift of Collectors
Forum, Mimi and Peter Haas, Pamela and Richard
Kramlich, Elaine McKeon, and Robin Wright,
2003.100

Century 21

2004

Digital animation with sound, 12 min.
San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, Accessions
Committee Fund purchase: gift of Carla Emil and
Rich Silverstein, Mimi and Peter Haas, Helen and
Charles Schwab, and Robin Wright, 2005.181

Spencer Finch
American, born 1962

Back to Kansas

2013

Latex paint

95 x 13674 in. (241.9 x 346 cm)
Commissioned by the San Francisco Museum

of Modern Art, courtesy the artist; Rhona Hoffman
Gallery, Chicago; and James Cohan Gallery,

New York
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Charles Garoian
American, born 1943

Documentation of performances
with Los Altos High School students
1970-83

Digitized slide documentation
Collection of the artist

Christian Jankowski
German, born 1968

Silicon Valley Talks

2013

Three-channel video installation
with sound; stage; bar; and stools
Dimensions variable

Commissioned by the San Francisco Museum
of Modern Art with generous funding provided
by Adriane lann and Christian Stolz, courtesy
the artist

Chris Johanson
American, born 1968

Door Sculpture to Talk About the
Idea of Different Possibilities You
May Have to Process Your Life
2013

Three powder-coated steel doors
and frames

Each 92 x 47 in. (233.7 x 119.4 cm)

The Field Became an Orchard
Became a House and Became
an Orchard (in Los Altos)
2013

Recycled wood

36 x 48in.(91.4 x 121.9 cm)

I Do Not Know But Am Open

to Learning

2013

Nylon, blower motor, plywood box,
and wire

Sculpture: 240 x 52 x 36 in.
(609.6 x 132 x 91.4 cm);

box 36 x 60 x 60 in.

(91.4 x 152.4 x 152.4 cm)

If You Are Open to It You Can Find
a Sign That Can Be a Sign

2013

Recycled wood and metal rod

4 x 24in.(10.2 x 61 cm)

You Have Seen It Before and |
Hope You See It Many More Times
2013

Polished stainless steel and recycled
wooden frame

36 x 48 in. (91.4 x 121.9 cm)

All Johanson works are commissioned by

the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art,
courtesy the artist; Altman Siegel Gallery,

San Francisco; Mitchell-Innes & Nash, New York;
and The Suzanne Geiss Company, New York

Mike Mills

American, born 1966

A Mind Forever Voyaging Through
Strange Seas of Thought Alone:
Silicon Valley Project

2013

Single-channel video, costumes,
and broadsheet

Dimensions variable

Commissioned by the San Francisco Museum
of Modern Art, courtesy the artist

Katefina Seda
Czech, born 1977

Everything Is Perfect

2013

Mixed media

Dimensions variable

Commissioned by the San Francisco Museum
of Modern Art, courtesy the artist and Franco
Soffiantino Contemporary Art Productions,
Turin, Italy

Alec Soth
American, born 1969

Silicon Valley

2013

Twenty inkjet prints

Each 1434 x 19% in. (37.5 x 50.2 cm)
Commissioned by the San Francisco Museum
of Modern Art, courtesy the artist

Jessica Stockholder
American, born 1959

Cross Hatch

2013

StreetBond, aluminum bleachers,

and vinyl

1,380 x 1,344 in. (3,505.2 x 3,413.8 cm)
Commissioned by the San Francisco Museum of
Modern Art, courtesy the artist and Mitchell-Innes
& Nash, New York

This listing reflects the information available at the
time of publication. Copyright to these artworks

is held by the artists or their estates. All works are
reproduced by permission of the artists and their
representatives. Additional photography credits
appear in the image captions where applicable.
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We’re not just in Los Altos.
Come experience SFMOMA
at other locations around

the Bay Area!

SFMOMA'’s exhibitions and
events are on the go while our

building is closed for expansion.

Catch these offerings this
winter and spring!

For full details,
visit us online at
sfmoma.org/onthego.
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Mark di Suvero at Crissy Field

Crissy Field, San Francisco
Through May 26, 2014

Live Projects 2:
2012 SECA Art Award

Multiple locations
November 13-17, 2013

Matisse from SFMOMA

Legion of Honor, San Francisco
No 9, 2013-Sep er 7,2014

Flesh and Metal: Body and
Machine in Early 20th-Century Art
Cantor Arts Center at Stanford University
November 13, 2013-March 16, 2014

Public Intimacy: Art and Other
Ordinary Acts in South Africa

Yerba Buena Center for the Arts,
San Francisco
February 22-June 29, 2014

Live Projects 4: Public Intimacy

Multiple locations
March 2014

Live Projects 5: Snohetta

Multiple locations
May 2014

Live Projects 3:
Project Los Altos

January 2014

Delve into ideas sparked by the artworks featured in Project Los
Altos! Live Projects 3 invites you to meet the artists and curators
behind the exhibition and take part in a monthlong collaborative
performance for all ages.

The full schedule and ticket information will be posted in
December at sfmoma.org/liveprojects.

San Fr isco Media Company is the official media sponsor of Live Projects.
Support for family programs is provided by Target.

Want more
SFMOMA?

Become an SFMOMA member Benefits include:
and gain access to a range of
spectacular collaborative exhi-
bitions and new art experiences

around the Bay Area.

« Unlimited free admission
to SFMOMA exhibitions

- Everyday discounts at the
SFMOMA MuseumStore

- Special benefits from
Learn more about the local partner organizations
perks of membership at

sfmoma.org/membership.

+ Invitations to members-only
events and receptions

Join today and save 10 percent with
the discount code MPromoLosAltos.



Come see
where we are

sfmoma.org/onthego
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