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Table G: Project Regional Emissions in
Pounds Per Day_.& ..

Reactive
I

I

Orllanic Nitrogen I
II Gases Oxides ! 1'1\1 10

Project Emissions 5.57 6.91 4.05
I

BA AQ~ III Sign ilicance i
IThreshold i 80.0 80.0 80.0

Exceed? I !'I0 ! No I No

The incremental daily emission increase
associated with project operational trip
generation is identified in Table G for reactive
organic gases (RaG) and nitrogen oxides (NOx)
(two precursors of ozone) and coarse particulate
matter (PM IO). The BAAQMD has established
thresholds ofsignificance for ozone precursors
and fugitive dust of 80 pounds per day. The
project regional emissions are based on the
additional vehicle trips generated by the
proposed project. The proposed project's emissions shown in Table G would not exceed these
thresholds of significance for ROG, NOx, or PM w, and therefore, the proposed project would not
have a significant effect on regional air quality.

Projects, Criteria Pollutants and Public Health.

. ,

Despite great progress in air quality improvement, approximately 146 million people nationwide lived
in counties with pollution levels above the national standards in 2002. Out of the 230 nonattainment
areas identi fied during the 1990 Clean Air Act Amendment designation process, 124 areas remain
under nonattainment status or designation today. In these nonattainment areas, however, the severity
of air pollution episodes has decreased. Air quality in the Bay Area in the past 20 years has improved
steadily and dramatically, even with the tremendous increase in population and vehicles and other
sources.

As shown in Table A, long-term exposure to elevated levels of criteria pollutants could result in
potential health effects. However, as stated in the thresholds of significance, emission thresholds
established by the air district are used to manage total regional emissions within an air basin, based on
the air basin attainment status for criteria pollutants. These emission thresholds were established for
individual projects that would contribute to regional emissions and pollutant concentrations that may
affect or delay the projected attainment target year for certain criteria pollutants.
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Because of the conservative nature of the thresholds and the basin-wide context of individual project
emissions, there is no direct correlation of a single project to localized health effects. One individual
project having emissions exceeding a threshold does not necessarily result in adverse health effects
for residents in the project vicinity. This condition is especially true when the criteria pollutants
exceeding thresholds are those with regional effects, such as ozone precursors like NOx and RaG.

Based on the above discussion, the potential for an individual project to significantly degrade regional
air quality or contribute to significant health risk is small, even if the emission thresholds are exceed­
ed by the project. Because of the overall improvement trend in air quality in the air basin, it is unlike­
ly the regional air quality would worsen or health risk increase from the current condition due to
emissions from an individual project.
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